


EMANCIPATION

FilmNation and CAA are thrilled to present EMANCIPATION, the electrifying true story of 
Peter, a runaway slave forced to outwit cold-blooded hunters and the punishing Louisiana 
swamp on a tortuous journey to the Union Army and his only chance at freedom. Peter’s 
unbelievable heroism in the face of the American South’s systematic oppression and 
brutal savagery turned him into a rallying cry for abolitionists across the North and 
emphasized the need for emancipation. Antoine Fuqua (The Equalizer franchise, Olympus 
Has Fallen) will direct from a script by William N. Collage. Academy Award® nominee Will 
Smith (Bad Boys for Life, Aladdin) will star and produce under his Westbrook Studios (Bad 
Boys for Life) banner alongside James Lassiter and Jon Mone. McFarland Entertainment’s 
Joey McFarland (The Wolf of Wall Street) and Escape Artists’ Todd Black (The Equalizer 
franchise) will also produce.

Peter is a hard worker, devout, the head of a family. When his plantation “donates” him 
to the war effort, he pledges his life to one last goal: reunite with his family at any cost. 
Escaping from Confederate custody – and the chains binding him to his peers – is only the 
first hurdle. He’ll have to outrun, outsmart, and outmaneuver the sharpest slave catchers in 
the South all through the unforgiving Louisiana bayou. Through his perilous, heroic journey, 
Peter becomes the face of all enslaved people, representing the brutality survived and the 
heart it takes to endure, transformed into an icon for men and women of good conscience 
throughout the world.

There’s no one bigger or better to lead this important, gripping film than the singular Will 
Smith. In what promises to be a tour de force, he’ll tell Peter’s story on screen for the very 
first time. And Antoine Fuqua, a master at nonstop, action-packed, taut thrill rides, will 
ensure that this film resonates with contemporary audiences. Emancipation, a film unlike 
any other, will tell a story true to too many: the fight for freedom, for family and for justice.

We hope you’re as excited as we are to embark on this important journey!

Best,
Glen, Rob, Alice and Bryan
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