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"What’s the fastest way to become a millionaire?
Make a billion dollars, then invest in the space industry.”

--Elon Musk




A BLACK VA D

A assy, reflective like a TV screen. A LONRUMBLE as a RED
SPHERE energes at its center. This could be a planet in
space or a cell in a petri dish

JFK (V. Q)
No man can fully grasp how far and
how fast we have cone.

PULL BACK reveals it's an eye. It blinks. Keep PULLI NG BACK:

- TO an alligator cooling off fromthe scorching sun in an
acre of the Florida coastline swanp.

JFK (V. Q) (CONT' D
This is a breathtakin? pace, and
such a pace cannot help but create
newills as it dispels old: new
i gnorance, new probl ems, new dangers.

- THEN TO 100 acres of coastline, all covered with tall West
I ndi an grass.

_ JFK (V. Q) (CONT' D)
But if the history of our progress
t eaches us an¥th|ng, it is that man,
in his quest for know edge and
Brogress, Is determ ned and cannot
e deterred.

- THEN TO 144,000 acres of coastline, stanped with the 40
nost i nportant space |aunch pads in the history of mankind.

EXT. KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, CAPE CANAVERAL, FL - DAY (1961)

A NASA gl obe | ogo, carved in stone, is promnently and proudly
di spl ayed at the front gate.

JFK (V. 0)
W choose to go to the Mon..

PAD 39A, EMPTY - (1961)

The nost fanobus pad, at its creation, before the Apollo
program s existance. It's an enpty block of concrete.

JFK (V. Q)
W choose to go to the Moon in this
decade and do the other things, not
because they are easy...

PAD 39A, APCLLO 11 - (1969)

Now nodified with the world' s best technol ogy, APOLLO 11
stands taller than the Statue of Liberty, supported by a
steel launch tower. [It's ready for |aunch

JFK (V. Q)
... but because they are hard.



I[t's a MEDIA CIRCUS. Thousands gather in the fields nearby.
Excitenent fills the air as everyone knows they are about to
W tness history.

SATURN V BOOSTER ENG NES heat up, glowi ng orange. The runble
turns to a ROAR as

APCLLO 11 Blasts off! The Saturn V rocket booster exEI odes
with a thunderous force, clinbing into the sky at Mach 1.

JFK (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Because that challenge is one that
we are willing to accept...

The crowds CHEER | oud enough to nearly drown out the rocket
engine. This continues throughout the entire |aunch.

JFK (V. O.) (CONT' D)
...one we are unwilling to postpone...

LOW EARTH ORBI T

Apol | o 11 detaches its Saturn V booster (Stage 1). The upper
section (Stage 2) fires at full force further out into space.

JFK (V. Q) _
...and one we intend to w n.

THE MOON

Apoll o 11 launch nodul e lands. NEIL ARVSBTRONG takes his
famous "First Steps". History is made. The crowd's cel ebration
is deafening. Anmerica officially won the Space Race!

MONTAGE, (1969-1972): O each subsequent Apollo Mon nission
and the astronauts exploring the Mon's surface.

I NTERCUT the first few mssions wth: astronauts at the Wite
House; parades; coverage on "USA wi nning the Space Race";
STOPS on DAN RATHER interview ng Saturn V creator WERNHER
VON BRAUN with the lower third reading: "The Future of Space"

WERNHER VON BRAUN
By the year 2000, we wi |l undoubtedly
have a si zabl e operation on the Mon,
and | amcertain we will achieve a
manned m ssion to Mars.

CHEERS QUI ET at a steady pace as we | NTERCUT the final few
mssions with: news on the G| Crisis; |long gas punp |ines;
inflation; Vietnam N XON addressing the nation.

THE MOON, APOLLO 17 M SSION - (1972)

ASTRONAUT GENE CERNAN stops wal king to | ook around. He gives
a thunbs up. Cheers are barely audi bl e.

NI XON (V. Q)
In today's changing world, space
expendi tures nust take their proper
place in national priorities.

Apol I o 17 DI SSOLVES away. The Moon is bare. Conplete silence.




PAD 39A, APOLLO 17, POST-LAUNCH - (1972)
Cl eanup and engi neer crews keep working. The crowds are gone.

One by one, the crew DI SSOLVES. Each nenber of NASA di sappears
like a fading nenory, until the entire |launch pad is EMPTY.

TI ME LAPSE t hr ough changi ng days, changi ng seasons. As years
go by, the pad barely evolves. W stop at -

PAD 39A, EMPTY - (2000)
Unused. Wnd WH STLES. Dust gathers throughout the pad.
CHYRON: No one since 1972 has been to the Moon...

Quickly it turns to dusk, the sun a fiery RED | oom ng behind
Cape Canaveral on the horizon.

CHYRON: No one has ever been to Mars...

Ni ght darkens to pure bl ackness, but for a RED blinking Iight
atop the launch tower. An al arm BLARES.

SCOTT ANDERSON ( PRE- LAP)
Servers down agai n!

CUT TO
I NT. PAYPAL, OFFICE, SAN JOSE - AFTERNOON

um si ze Silicon

Ful | pandenonium Wirkers scranble in a nedi
wal | al so BLARES.

[
Valley office. Ablinking red alarmon a
CHYRON: 2000. PayPal. San Jose, CA

SCOTT ANDERSON, an overwhel ned progranmer, frantically types
at his conputer termnal. He has no i dea what he's dol ng.

SCOTT ANDERSON
The accounts are just gone! | don't -

A HAND RCOLLS Scott away fromhis termnal. ELON MJSK, 28,
rolls into view Elonis in conplete comand of the conputer.

He doesn't speak. He is in a trance. Elon operates |ike a
| ogi c processor. H's mnd assesses solutions to problens
faster than nost see the problem Call it "Misk Land".

"MJUSK LAND': The bl ank account entries; The bandw dth
measurenents on a wall nonitor; The conputer code next to
him In an instant, he diagnoses and sol ves the issue.

ELON MUSK
You forgot to reduce the output
bandwi dt h before the server crashed.

SCOTT ANDERSON
|...forgot to reduce the output
bandwi dth before the server crashed.
Shit! Sorry, Elon.
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El on codes at a furious, but controlled pace. Beside himis
his personal bow of RED SKITTLES. He takes a scoop and hol ds
it up for Scott, who is too stressed to eat.

ELON MUSK
Your loss...I"lIl check open nodes
for a breach. Go to the server room
and reset the paraneters on ny nark.

PETER THI EL, co-owner of PayPal and all around reliable guy,
saunters into the office amdst the chaos. He waves, shakes
hands, pats guys' backs. He's bel oved at Paypal .

Scott exits as Peter approaches. He | ooks over Elon's
shoul der, swaying on either foot. Elon can feel it.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)

Stop lurching. | hate that.
PETER THI EL
Anot her breach?
ELON MUSK

Focus on the siPnaI, not the sound.
It's not actually a bandw dth issue.
The signal points to...a coding error.

PETER THI EL
Uh- huh.

. ELON MUSK '
Vision, Peter. EBay is in our sights!
| can snell victory.

PETER TH EL .
| can snell that shirt. CNBC is today.
You coul dn't have changed at hone?

ELON MUSK
| haven't been hone since yesterday.
éstares at screen)
Found the error! \Wat code is Max
usi ng? Uni x or Sanskrit?

. . PETER THI EL .
Justine is going to kill you if you're
late to your flight.
ELON MUSK
| owmn the plane. | won't be |ate.

El on picks his head up and sees in the BOARD ROOM t hat MAX
LEVCHI N, anot her Paypal co-founder, is talking with sonmeone.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Who's Max in there with?

PETER THI EL
(he just said)
CNBC. For our PayPal Mafia profile
pi ece. She's been here all week.



_ ELON MUSK

Wy is she talking to Max?
(mul ti-tasking)

kay, Scott! Do it!

A switch FLIPS. The al arm SHUTS DOMN. Order restored.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Breach clear...See? Al better.

PETER THI EL
| bow to your genius. How ever do
you do it?

ELON MUSK
| read a | ot of books.

El on gets up and heads to the

BOARD ROOM -- to disrupt Max md-interview with SARAH LACEY,
an enthusiastic CNBC upstart with roots in Silicon Valley.

~ ELON MUSK (CONT' D)
Max? Why is our systemstill coding
intw different [anguages?

Max | ooks around the room for defense.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
You're the only Max in here.

MAX LEVCHI N
To...to safeguard accounts. | had
to rerout the uplink codes using a
Uni x dummy node.

ELON MUSK
They're safe. So, why don't you go
ahead and fix that code...now.

El on's stocky, 6'1" frane intim dates Max, who quickly |eaves.

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
So...you guys seemvery -

_ ELON MUSK _
Driven. Inspiring. Attractive?

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Anxi ous. Stressed. Overworked.

ELON MUSK
Business is Darwinian. It takes
sacrifice to endure progress. That's
how we survived the dot com bubbl e.
Peopl e here renenber that, even if
t hey %%g?tines don't showit.

Let's do this in ny office.

ELON S OFFI CE -- Sarah studies his office, |[earning her
subj ect .



A framed Iron Man #1 comic, a framed picture of his wife,
and a framed poster of Neil Armstrong in his astronaut suit.

. SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Neil Armstrong...Didn't expect that.

ELON MUSK
Wio's not a fan of Neil Arnstrong?

SARAH LACEY, CNBC

You're a techy, banker guy. | fai
to see the connection
ELON MUSK
['mnot a...banker guy. |'man
engi neer at heart. It's the closest
[

thing to real magic in this world.

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Neil Arnmstrong wasn't an engi neer.

ELON MUSK
He was an advent urer

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
I's internet banking your adventure?

_ _ ELON MJSK
Life is ny adventure.

Through his interior window, Scott holds up a |large pad with
the words: "Crash Again. Help nme." Elon waves himaway from
t he wi ndow before Sarah sees.

_ _ ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Listen, is there any way to meke
this quick?

_ SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Wiy? Big date tonight?

ELON MJUSK

(yes)
My honeynoon.

_ SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Ch, shit. Yes. Let's see...

Sarah GRABS a recorder from her bag as Elon STICKS H S HEAD
out the door to whisper yell coding commands to Scott. She
waits for himto finish and sit down before recording.

ELON MUSK
Sorry - nmy mind is always in nultiple
pl aces at once. M context switching
penalty is higher now than as a kid.

In the spotlight, Elon speaks quickly and tends to ranble.
SARAH LACEY, CNBC

Let's start with a quick bio. CQutside
of Silicon Valley, you re an unknown.



ELON MUSK

Vel |l you know ny story so | don't -

(of f her blank | ook)
A quick bio. Sure. Immgrant from
South Africa; left hone at 17;
graduated Upenn '95; left nmy P.H D
programat Stanford; wth no nDne%,
started Zip2 with ny brother up the
street. Sold it. Made Paypal. Typical
American Dream

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Was that always the pursuit?

ELON MUSK
Absol utely! Even as a kid | knew
Anerica was the [and of opportunity -
where real innovation happens. Henry
Ford. Thomas Edi son -

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
(connecting dots)
- Neil Arnstrong. Got it. Still
doesn't explain why you quit Stanford
to start an internet bank.

ELON MUSK
| left. | could ve gone back. | was
trying to solve the renewabl e energy
problemw th ultracapacitors.
Revol utionary stuff for electric
cars. TheK deliver the same energy
over one hundred tines faster than -

Through the wi ndow, Elon sees the red blinking Iight RETURN -
anot her problemhe's got to hurry back to. He refocuses.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
- Anyway, | left when | realized
coul d have an i medi ate i npact on
the internet. It's | ow bandw dt h.
Just need a PC and sone sweat equity.

She notes his shift in enthusiasmfor the internet.

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Wl , after you sell Paypal to Ebay

|"msure you' Il have nore tine to go
back to your other adventures.
ELON MUSK

That's true. Possibly.

(then, realizing)
Wait, what?! |I'mnot selling Paypal.
Wio said that?

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Val | eywag bl ogs. Like every day.

ELON MUSK
Bl ogs. h. Wy wife blogs. | don't
understand them .. Wat did they say?



SARAH LACEY, CNBC _
There are runblings Ebay is increasing
cash flow to buy you guys out.

ELON MUSK .
Real | y? Interesting. | believe they'd
try. But I'Il never sell. W're in a

race to the top! And I will wn.

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
They al so said an inside source told
t hem your aggressive ﬂromﬁh_"to t he
top” 1s to drive up the asking price.
Just runblings?

~ ELON MJSK
Just runblings...

El on seethes. Sarah senses she touched a nerve. She prods.

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
Are they? You didn't seem as giddy
about internet banking as you did
about ultracapacitors.

_ ELON MUSK o
Whi ch do you find nore exciting:
i nternet banks or electric cars?

SARAH LACEY, CNBC
| didn't start an internet bank.

LATER, MAIN FLOOR -- Sarah exits. Elon inpatiently stands by
his office door, gritting his teeth. He |ooks around the
of fice. Who runbled?! Peter opens the front door for her.

Sarah | eaves. Then El on shouts.

_ ELON MUSK
Executive neeti ng!

Al'l the executives quickly flock in. They know this routine
rather well.

BOARD ROOM -- Elon sits at the head of the table

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Whoever's #1 rules the jungle,
dictates ternms. As of todaK, Ebay is
the lion. That makes us the zebras.
If we don't nove faster, we're dinner.
That is why we nust increase growth

PETER THI EL
Aren't we grow ng fast enough?
' ELON MUSK
Gowmh is never too fast.
(to group)

From now on we are no |onger using
Uni x. Period. End of transm ssion.



The group reacts in shock, Max the npst incensed.

_ MAX LEVCHI N
Changing O S. could cripple us! W
need tinme to adjust. Mcrosoft just -

ELON MUSK
- Mcrosoft data-center just keeps
product|V|t% 90|n? so we don't |ose
12 fucking hours for hairballs. |
told you the code to use. But you
didn't listen and our directory
crashed. You need to get on our page.

MAX LEVCHI N
You nean your page.

ELON MUSK
The correct page. It doesn't matter
whose page it 1s. Understand?

Max backs down, no challenge to Elon. Peter feels for him

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
Meeting adj ourned. Back to work.

ELON S OFFICE -- Peter enters as El on packs up

PETER THI EL
What was that about? Max is right,
ya know. Unix is slower, but it's
nore secure...Are you even |istening?

No, he isn't. Peter gives up and | eaves, but then -

ELON MUSK
There are runblings of a sale. Here.
Runblings. | didn't runble. Wo did?

PETER TH EL
There are worse things than runors
of you nmaking a billion dollars.
ELON MUSK

I was already rich fromZip2. This
was to do sonethin? I mportant. To
make a positive difference in
humanity's future.

PETER THI EL
Wth a billion dollars, you could
make a | ot of positive differences.

El on stops packing to make his point very clear.

ELON MUSK
I'll never sell, Peter. It's not how
I"'mbuilt. | was too younE to be CEO
at Zip2 and the board fucking sold
it. I"'mnot selling again. Ever



PETER THI EL
I know.

MAI N COFFI CE

Scott catches Elon leaving to give hima bottl
is a loyal soldier. Peter is quick behind them

SCOTT ANDERSON
Congrats again. And try to rel ax!

ELON MJSK _
Thanks, buddy. 1'Il certainly try.

EXT. PAYPAL, OFFI CE, SAN JOSE - DUSK
El on wal ks with his belongings to his car, Peter in tow

PETER THI EL
If the SEC finds out about the breach -

ELON MUSK
- Fuck the SEC. W're at war with
Ebay. Wnning is all that matters.

PETER THI EL
This isn't war. [It's just business.
_ - ELON MUSK
Business is war. And in any war there
are winners and losers. | won't |ose.
PETER THI EL

At what cost?

Elon finds his car - a MCLAREN F1. He gets in. It's covered
in dings and scratches fromeverday use. He calns Peter.

ELON MUSK _
None, | prom se. The servers wll
hold. Do you not believe nme?
PETER THI EL

(rephrases problem o
It shoul d've been a group deci sion.

ELON MUSK
I"'mthe CEQ. It's ny deci sion.

El on waves as he drives off, leaving Peter in the dust.
| NT. PAYPAL, OFFICE, SAN JOSE - DUSK
A di smayed Peter reenters the office. Max approaches.

_ MAX LEVCHI N
Peter, it's tine. Call them

PETER THI EL
I know. ..

e of w ne.

10.
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EXT. TARVAC, SAN FRANCI SCO - NI GHT

El on boards a Dessault Falcon 900 PRI VATE JET. H S JET.

I NT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - N GHT

Elon sits in a |l eather recliner and OPENS his | aptop.

As fast as it's opened, it's CLOSED by the hand of his
frustrated w fe JUSTINE, 28, who stands over him Dirty

bl onde. Fantasy witer. Fornmer nodel. WAy out of his |eague.

~ JUSTINE
You prom sed ne no work.

Justine struggles to keep cal mand not ruin their honeynoon
inthe first two mnutes by throwing his laptop at a wall.

JUSTI NE ( CONT' D)

You said, "J, | know |'ve been a

terrible husband lately, but when we

go on our honeynoon, I'I|l make it up

to you and romance you all day."
ELON MUSK

| did saY that, yes. And |I'msorry.
And | will stop being a terrible
husband. And | wi Il ronmance you al
day... After | finish this one thing.

He reopens the | aptop slowy, purﬁosefully antaﬁonizing her .
Justine waits. He doesn't stop. She lets out a [oud GROAN

I NT. PAYPAL, OFFICE, SAN JOSE - N GHT

Scott is the onIY worker left at the office. He janms out to
The Eagles on full blast.

INT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - N GHT

El on continues typing away on his IaPtop. W can't see what
he's doing. Justine's blood boils. Elon pokes his head over
the |laptop to give her a Cheshire grin.

ELON MUSK
| swear. This is super inportant.
Al nost there...and...done!

I NT. PAYPAL, OFFICE, SAN JOSE - N GHT
Scott janms away when Peter enters. Odd. Then Max enters.
SCOTT ANDERSON
[t's 10:30pmon a Friday. Wat are
you guys up to? Secret office party?
I NT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - N GHT

El on turns around his conputer and presses ENTER
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He made a VI DEO COLLAGE titled "Happy Honeynmoon" of their
l'ives: at college together; at crappy Zip2 office; show ng
t he engagenent ring; with the MLaren; their wedding; etc.
| NT. PAYPAL, OFFICE, SAN JOSE - NI GHT

Peter calmy stands over Scott. O her BOARD MEMBERS enter

PETER THI EL
Go hone, Scott. Have a ni ce weekend.

They gather in the board room Scott finally gets it.
I NT. ELON S PRI VATE JET - N GAT

Justine cries to the video. Elon waits for praise. It ends
with the note: "To ny beautiful neww fe. | love you".
ELON MUSK
I"mtrying to be better.
JUSTI NE
You' re succeedi ng.
PILOT (O S.)

This is your Caﬁtain speaki ng. At

this time we ask you to please turn

of f any cellul ar devices. Thank you.
El on shuts down his |laptop. Then he pulls out his phone.
EXT. PAYPAL, OFFICE, SAN JOSE - N GHT
Scott rushes to his car and imediately dials Elon. It RINGS

SCOTT ANDERSON
C non. Pick up.

| NT. PAYPAL, BOARD ROOM SAN JOSE - NI GHT
The board takes a vote. Everyone is tense.

MAX LEVCH N
Al in favor?

An overwhel mi ng anount raise their hand.
I NT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - N GHT
El on PONERS DOMN his cell phone. They buckl e up.

PILOT (O S.)
Ready for departure.

The pl ane ROLLS down the tarnac.
EXT. PAYPAL, OFFICE, SAN JOSE - NI GHT

Scott hangs up and redials. Goes straight to voicenmail
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_ SCOTT ANDERSON
Elon, it's Scott. You need to cone
back right now. Peter fucked you

Far in the BACKGROUND, the jet is in the sky. He m ssed him
EXT. SOQUTH AFRI CAN SAFARI - DAY

El on and Justine ride in a Jeep, on a guided tour. Elon |ooks
i ke a geeky Steve Irwin: hat, cargo shorts, zinc nose.
Justine hands himnmalaria pills. He refuses. The JEEP STOPS.

THEY SEE A ZEBRA, stopping to graze. A beautiful sight.

The ground RUMBLES. Qut fromthe tall grass, a LI ON POUNCES!
The zebra RUNS for his life!

He's no match as the |ion chases himdown and SINKS H S TEETH
into the zebra's neck. The kill is shrouded by the grass.

As the lion devours its prey, it takes notice of the Jeep,
and Elon. ELON LOCKS EYES WTH THE LION. Kindred spirits.

CUT TGO
BLOCD

Drawn by a nosquito. Its snout grows red until - SLAP! A
hand. REVEAL Elon killed the nosquito on his neck.

I NT./EXT. GAME RESERVE BUNGALOW SOUTH AFRI CA - DUSK

El on wanders the bungalow trying to get a signal. None. He
gives up and goes to his wfe.

Justine stands at the bal cony overlooking the reserve. She
| ooks Iike the cover of a romance novel. He enbraces her.

- JUSTINE
What was it |ike growing up here? |
can't imgine young El on Misk.

ELON MUSK
| magi ne ne, only shorter.

JUSTI NE
I mean your life here. You never
tal k about it.

| ooks out into the jungle. Kill or be killed. He | MAG NES
LI ON roam ng the plains. The lion then VAN SHES.

ELON MUSK
I magine this, only with people.

He
A

She holds him nurturing. But he's not enotional about it.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
It's fine. You bury the pain and
nove on. Just took time. That's all.
And a wonderful wife by ny side.

He kisses her. Hi s |ove for her never stronger.
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INT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - AFTERNOON

El on | ooks out the wi ndow, Justine resting on his shoul der.
Very relaxed. Very happy. Suddenly, he grows nauseous.

EXT. TARVAC, SAN FRANCI SCO - AFTERNOON

He exits and breathes in the refreshing air. |t helps but
not as nmuch as he needed. He |ooks sick. Mybe he 1s?

El on TURNS ON his phone. 41 missed calls. 37 voicemails.
750 unread emails. Elon stops dead in his tracks.

ELON MUSK
What the. ..

| NT. PAYPAL, BOARD ROOM SAN JOSE - AFTERNOON
Elon yells at all the board nenbers. He's sweaty, pale.

ELON MUSK _ _
... Fuck?! Because of fucking Unix?!

PETER THI EL
the feeling of this board that
in another direction. In
tructure...

It is
we go
i nfras

ELON MUSK
Uni x!

' PETER THI EL
...and i n managenent .

ELON MUSK
@Quys, there are inportant things
that need to happen at this conpany.
If I"'mnot CEO, they won't.
pl eads)
What about our vision, Peter? To
change the banking world forever.

PETER THI EL _
| don't care about changi ng banki ng.
| don't care about changing the world.
Elon, | only care about this conpany,
t he enpl oyees, and our sharehol ders.

The shar ehol der s?!

ELON MUSK
It was you that fucking runbled..

~ PETER THI EL _
| had a choice between our investnent
or your "vision".

El on is speechless at his betrayal.

PETER THI EL ( CONT' D)
[t's not rocket science.
( MORE)
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PETER THI EL ( CONT' D)
You build a successful product, you
| everage it to a larger conpetitor
you cash out. This is howit's always
done. You're a genius, Elon. But
there are | ots of other geniuses in
Silicon Valley and they all get how
it works. You knew this. Somewhere
you lost sight of it. I'"msorry.

Everything he's built, gone. Elon is conpletely defeated.

ELON MUSK
Sorry? You're selling nmy conpany....
_ PETER THI EL
This was a group deci sion.
MAX LEVCHI N

We just weren't on your page.
His voice is weak, with only enough strength to say -

ELON MUSK
Fuck you, Max.

EXT. MJSK CONDO, DRI VEWAY, PALO ALTO - N CGHT

Elon pulls up. He can't quite exit the car. H's ego
pul verized. His vision challenged. He is white as a ghost.

‘ ELON MJSK
Fuck!

FRONT PORCH -- El on shakes, barely holds hinself up on the
railing. He is sick. Before opening the door, he PASSES OUT

CUT TGO
EXT. PRETORI A, SOUTH AFRI CA - DAY (1982)

Dirt roads. Dilapidated houses. Poverty. Ruin. South
African apartheid mlitants in the streets with machi ne guns.

The ol d | ook weary. The young | ook jaded. They play soccer
inadrt field as mlitary jeeps drive by. They don't pay
it any mnd. This is real, everyday |life here.

I NT. PRETORI A LI BRARY - AFTERNOON (1982)

Inside a beaten down |ibrary is just one lonely little boy,
ELON, 10, with a stack of books. He reads a nodel rocket
book, jotting ideas into his NOTEBOXK he titled "MASTER PLAN'.

Each page has various ideas and draw ngs: spaceships, electric
cars, Neil ArnBtonP, NASA [ ogos, Elon in a rocketship flying
to Mars (he wote [abels for hinself and Mars).

The LI BRARI AN WHI STLES, points at the clock. Cosing tine.
Rel uctantly, Elon closes his book and packs up.
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EXT. MJUSK CONDO, PALO ALTO - N GHT ( PRESENT)

Justine opens the front door. She finds Elon passed out on
the porch. Their Yorkie Terrier, HOBBES, junps on Elon,
wi npering as he licks his master's face. She dials 9-1-1.

EXT. PRETORI A STREETS - AFTERNOON (1982)

El on trudges alon% the dreary | andscape, through the desol ate
city streets. Each face he passes scares him

He eyes a grouE_of BULLIES across the street. He keeps his
head down, wal king faster. Then one of them YELLS. El on RUNS

EXT. MJUSK CONDO, PALO ALTO - NI GHT ( PRESENT)
An AMBULANCE races out of their driveway with Elon in tow.
EXT. PRETORI A STREETS - AFTERNOON (1982)

Elon's too slow. One BULLY grabs him Qhers PUNCH him
furlouslﬁ. This isn't bullying. They are hospitalizing hin
They pick himup and THROW El on down a flight of stairs.

SLONVWMOTION as Elon's lifeless body HANGS in the air
rel easing his comcs and books. They hang with him

TIGHT ON his Iron Man Comi c. The cover depicts Iron Man
standi ng proud atop a pile of defeated enem es.

I NT. PRETORI A HOSPI TAL, |1CU - DAY (1982)

El on i s bl oodi ed, unconscious, and on oxygen. His brother
KIMBAL, 9, stays by his side. He puts Elon's Iron Man com cs
and his Master Plan notebook on the bedside table.

ERROL MUSK (O S.)
Don't you feel sorry for him

Elon's jingoist father, ERRCL MJSK, apPears in the doorway.
A nmountain of a man, pained by years of machisno, alinony,
and failure. He doesn't bother with Kinbal, only weak El on.

ERRCL MUSK ( CONT' D)
He's gotta learn to be a man - fight
back - if he's ever gonna survive.
He wal ks closer to Elon's side, speaking to his beaten child.

ERRCL MUSK ( CONT' D)
There are winners and there are
| osers. Next tine, wn.
Disgusted with his son, Errol |eaves. Kinbal then taps El on.

KI MBAL MUSK
He' s gone.

El on opens his eyes and gingerly pulls down his oxygen mask.

ELON MUSK
What an asshol e.
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The two ki ds | augh together.

CUT TO
I NT. SEQUA A HOSPI TAL, | CU - DAY ( PRESENT)
El on awakens to a fanmliar face at his hospital bedside.

KI MBAL MUSK (O.S.)
How do you keep surviving?

KI MBAL MUSK, now 27, smiles, expecting the good news. Kinba
is the polar opposite of Elon. Charmng, relaxed, social.

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
You didn't take the nal aria nedi cation
on safari. You contract the deadli est
mal aria strain on Earth. And yet,
not only will you live, you're gonna
be perfectly fine. Just how?

ELON MUSK
Better to be lucky than smart.

KI MBAL MUSK
Only an idiot would say that.

Justine enters to see himawake. She kisses himrepeatedly.
El on enjoys it, but doesn't want any synpathy.

ELON MUSK
['lIl be okay. By this tine next
nmonth, 1'11 be clinmbing Everest.

EXT. COLORADO MOUNTAIN TRAIL - DAY
H KERS trek up a snowy nountain trail. This is no Everest.
CHYRON: 6 nmonths |ater.

TRAIL APEX -- The FIRST HKER to the top enjoys a victory
protein bar. Kinbal's next. He sits, relieved it's over.

He renenbers sonething and | ooks over the edge to find El on
much farther down, clinbing ever so slowy.

KI MBAL MJSK
Don't push yourself. We'll come down!

Elon's too tired to yell back. He gives Kinbal the finger

LATER -- Kinbal sits, waiting. Elon finally nmakes it up. He
stonps on the nmountain top right in Kinbal's face.

ELON MUSK _
Fuck you. | can do anyt hing.

El on soaks in the stunning view. Malaria left Elon thin and
frail these past nmonths, but it did not weaken his spirit.



ELON MUSK (CONT' D)
| haven't felt this free in a |ong
tinme. | go fromStanford to Zip2 -

KI MBAL MJSK
- 2 days of Stanford. 2 days -

ELON MUSK
- And then right into Paypal. And
now? |'mfree.
hol | ers)
| can do anyt hing!!

He overexcites hinself and vomts.

KI MBAL MJSK
Even that, apparently.

El on stands back up, proving his toughness.

- KIMBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
You nust still really hate Peter.

ELON MUSK
| hate the reasoni ng by analo%y t hat
i nfects people |ike Peter nmuch nore.
"l do X and not Y because that's how
it's always been done." Silicon Valley
was filled with dreaners, but nobody
takes risk anywhere anynore, even
when opportunity stares themin the
face. People have becone | emm ngs.

Kl MBAL MJSK
Just because you thought they could' ve
changed t he banking world -

ELON MUSK
- They coul d' ve -
KI MBAL MJSK
- Doesn't nean you're right.
ELON MUSK
- | was. If people can't see a better
future on their own, | have to show

it tothem O build thema path
myself. And it has to be actually
I nportant. Next tinme...

El on stares intensely out toward the setting red sun.

_ KI MBAL MJSK
So what is the next adventure?

El on ponders that as he TROTS down the mountain. First.
I NT. KIMBAL'S MOUNTAI N LODGE, COLORADO - NI GHT

It's a cozy cottage. Kinbal and Justine, now 6 nonths
pregnant, prepare dinner. He changed clothes. Elon didn't.
He sits at the table deep in thought. Kinbal talks at him
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Kl MBAL MUJSK
Solar? You could invest in solar.
Too boring...Electric cars, then?
You never shut up about electric
cars since your 2 days at Stanford.

JUSTI NE
How about not hi ng? W have enough
noney to retire on our own island.

KI MBAL MJSK _
E al ways has sone crazy new i dea
running in his head. Look at him
He hasn't noved in a half hour.

Elon's head tilts at an odd angl e whenever he thinks deeply.
He stares at a di nosaur poster on Kinbal's wall.

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
He's got kind of a Forrest Gunp thing
goi ng, don't you think?

"MUSK LAND': di nosaurs; |ce Age; asteroid attack; Arnmageddon;

Earth destroyed; the Mon; Mrs... Then out of nowhere -

ELON MUSK
Do you think we're prepared for an
asteroid attack? O some other kind
of extinction event?

~ JUSTINE
Hypot heti cal s after dinner.
. ELON MUSK
Forgive ne, | nearly died. I'm

t hi nki ng about nortality at the
noment. \What woul d we do?

KI MBAL MJSK
De. W would die.

ELON MUSK
Exactly. We would die. So not
knowi ng what that extinction event
m ght be, wouldn't it be inportant
that we are a multiplanetary species?

She stops setting the table and stares at him Seriously?

El on,

now excited, finishes setting the table for her.

_ JUSTI NE
I[t's inmportant we |ive on Mars?
ELON MUSK
Long term absolutely! [It's one of

t he nost inportant achievenent in
the history of mankind. Governnents
shoul d invest sonme anmount to it -
say, 1% of our resources. It's |ess
critical right now than health care,
but nore than, say, cosnetics.
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_ JUSTI NE
You'd mss ny |ipstick.

ELON MUSK
I love your lipstick. But your Ilips
or Mars? Not that difficult.

She ki sses his cheek, leaving a lipstick inprint on him

JUSTI NE
You' re not going to Mars, baby.

ELON MUSK
Wiy not? Way can't | go to Mars? O
rat her, as of today, when can | go?

JUSTI NE
You're not going to Mars!

KI MBAL MUSK
When is NASA going to Mars?

JUSTI NE
K, don't encourage him pl ease.

ELON MUSK
I'"'msure it's on their website.

Ki mbal hops on his desktop near the couch and | ooks.

KI MBAL MJSK o
Actually, no. It isn't. No m ssions
on the manifest. No rocket tests.

Elon, in disbelief, pulls Kinbal back fromthe conputer.

KI MBAL MJSK ( CONT' D)
E, wait. You can't -

El on shoots hima | ook. Don't say, "you can't".

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
What | nmeant was, before you do
sonet hing very...Elon...wny don't
you |l earn nore, please?
(Elon isn't listening)
And that's exactly what you're doing.

Ki mbal |oses Elon to his brain. In seconds, 19 articles and
websites are open. He's reading themall, including NASA s
website which has no nention of Mars.

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
| hated when you did this shit with
our encycl opedi as. Hey, Jackass!

Elon pulls out of his trance to listen to his brother.

. KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
If NASA isn't going, there nust be a
really good reason
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ELON MUSK
And if there isn't?

He stops on one website in particular. The honme page is all
red wwth two words in the mddle: Mars Society.

EXT. VALLEY VI EW SUN FOUNDATI ON - NI GHT

Elon's MLaren peels into the valet. Elon exits in a tuxedo.
Justine stuns in a ruby red dress.

I NT. VALLEY VI EW SUN FOUNDATI ON, BALLROOM - NI GHT

Inside is equal parts bar mtzvah and airport conference.
Men wear departnent store suits. Wonen wear casual sweaters.

JUSTI NE
We | ook |ike Bond Villains.

' ELON MUSK '
Tinmothy Dalton Bond Villains at best.

Soci ety Chairman ROBERT ZUBRI N, 50, speaks at a podiumwth
a 90's high school video projector setup. H's voice boons.

ROBERT ZUBRI N
NASA has lost the will. If they won't
go to Mars, then soneone here wll.

He receives a rousinP APPLAUSE - El on the npbst enthusiastic.
The proLector then plays a CG@ SIMILATION of a capsule on
approach to Mars. Elon lights up.

LATER, TABLES -- Dinner is served. Everyone eats. Several
biP w gs include JEFF BEZOS, RI CHARD BRANSON, JOHN CARVAC.
Al have a great time. Except Elon. He's bored and confused.

ELON MUSK
You don't see any conputers or
busi ness pl ans open. No one working
in groups. Wiy are they just...eating?

JUSTI NE
Hunger. It's only a theory.

_ CHRI' S THOWSON (O S.)
Interesting theory.

CHRI'S THOWSON, a wel| grooned rocket scientist, pipes in.

CHRI S THOVPSON ( CONT' D)
Nobody believes we're actually going
to Mars in our lifetines. So people
cone to talk shop, network, and eat.

. ELON MUSK
Was Zubrin right? Did everyone at
NASA sinmply lose the will?
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CHRI S THOVPSON
Space exploration hasn't progressed
since Apollo. W're still u3|ng parts
fromthe 60s. The Shuttle has been a
di saster. We pay the Russian Soyuz
to get tothe |I.S. S. Mars?? W can't
get back to the Mon. Forget Mars.

El on's heard enough. He gets up and beelines to

ZUBRIN S TABLE -- El on purposefully COUGIS to get everyone's
attention. The whole table turns and stares at him

. ELON MUSK
Way isn't NASA going to Mars?

The table includes MCHAEL GRIFFIN, 30s, mlitary pil ot
material. He is confortable being the spokesman.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N .
It's nore conplicated than just going
or not going.

ELON MUSK
It really isn't. Either we have the
technol ogy or the ability to devel op
it nowor we don't. Either we can
go to Mars or we can't. Can we?

' M CHAEL GRI FFIN
Theoretical ly? Yes. Actually? No.
[t's just not a concern right now.

ELON MUSK
It's the entire planet's concern!

ROBERT ZUBRI N
M chael, do you know this man?

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
That's El on Musk. He nmade Paypal .
(shaking Elon's hand)
Mchael Giffin, Obital Sciences.

ROBERT ZUBRI N
M chael is the next NASA Admin in
wai ting. Some woul d argue nobody
knows nore about space travel.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
|'ve argued that many tinmes nyself.

ROBERT ZUBRI N
So you're a banker?

ELON MUSK
Classically trained as an engi neer.
Wiy isn't soneone going to Mars?

o ROBERT ZUBRI N
Politics. Bureaucracy. Technol ogy.
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~ MCHAEL GRIFFIN
(cutting the bullshit) _
Money. Lots of it. Space Is expensive.
Governnments and Bi g Aerospace can
afford it. People can't.

I NT. UNI VERSI TY BOOKSTORE - DAY

El on goes through t he engi neering section w th purpose,
putting textbook after textbook into his cart.

LATER, CASHI ER -- Justine puts one book on the conveyor
El on has 12! Justine isn't shocked. He'll read all of them

I NT. MJUSK CONDO, PALO ALTO - N GHT

El on speed reads a stack of books on his half of their SPLIT
DESK. He looks just as he did as a kid. Justine, now al nost
at her due date, wites on her side. Both work quietly.

_ JUSTI NE o
Ahh, this nonologue's killing ne! E,
you have no idea how hard this is.

Elon lifts his head up fromone of his books.

_ ELON MUSK _
Is it as hard as this rocket science
t hing? Cuz, ya know, rocket science.

JUSTI NE
Point taken. 1'll shut up now

FAST FORWARD -- Justine eventually exits; El on works through
the night; sifts through various manuals; puts finished books
ina pile; plays video ganes; reads nore until sunrise.

Every book's in the finished pile. H's phone R NGS ON SPEAKER
As soon as the person picks up, Elon starts.

~ ELON MUSK _
In your opinion, can liquid propulsion
be cool ed enough to carry a rocket
into LEO wi thout adding .75 tons?

VOCE (OS.)
No. That's a stupid question...Wo
the hell is this?

EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO CAFE - DAY
Elon is md conversation with a shocked M CHAEL GRI FFI N.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
Say that again. A rocket for what?

ELON MUSK
| want to send a small greenhouse to
Mars. A public spectacle. Reinvigorate
the public towards space exploration
And | need your help finding a rocket.



_ M CHAEL GRI FFIN _
In America, the cheapest to buy is
Boeing's Delta Il at $50 million.

ELON MJSK

Fuck. That's so unnecessary. Nothing
I've read on rocket conponents at
all would justify that cost.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
It's not what's in 'em [It's who
makes 'em W thout conpetition, Boeing
and Lockheed have no incentive to
charge anyt hing other than top dollar.

ELON MJSK

There has to be a cheaper way.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
There is. You just need to get
yoursel f a refurbished | CBM

ELON MUSK
And where can | get that?

I NT. MJUSK CONDO, PALO ALTO - N GHT

El on wheel s his | uggage downstairs.

He ki sses Justine and

t heir newborn boy, NEVADA, on the couch.

. JUSTI NE
Russi a?
ELON MUSK
It's only a few days.
~JUSTINE
Are you | osing your mnd?
ELON MUSK
You've known ne for 10 years. |Is
this really odd behavior for ne?
JUSTI NE
No...Still...Russia?

EXT. ELON S PRI VATE JET - DAY
Elon"s jet flies over the Pacific.

INT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - DAY

Giffin, Kinbal, and Chris sit in one aisle on recliners.

KI MBAL MJSK

Russia. To buy intercontinental

ballistic mssiles. Geat.
gonna nuke Mars.

We're

24.
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M CHAEL GRI FFIN
Actually we're just purchasing the
rocket mechanism We'll let them
keep the bonb portion.

The word "bonb" has themslightly terrified.

KI MBAL MJSK
Chris, you think he's nuts, right?

CHRI S THOVPSON

| think one day nore humans will be
living off of Earth, than on it.
Kl MBAL MJSK

So that's a no? Cood talk.
El on pops in, enthusiastic, holding an inmportant SU TCASE.

ELON MUSK
Now this is an advent urel
o KI' MBAL MUSK
This is Russian Roul ette.
ELON MUSK

[t's worth noting in Russian Roulette
that you're probably going to wn.

EXT. ST. PETERSBERG - N GHT

The plane |ands on a closed, snowy runway. They exit to a
femme fatale, TALIA, and her associates waiting.

Her associates pull out GUNS! Elon's hands shoot up. Chris
calmy lowers Elon's hands. These are their escorts.

TALI A
Wel cone to Russia, M. Misk

I NT./EXT. FIELDS - N GHT

The escort truck ranpages through large fields. The group
struggles with the turbul ence. Elon clutches his SU TCASE.

I NT. RUSSI AN HOTEL - DAY

Though | avi sh and el egant, the "hospitality" of this place
is betrayed by the nyriad of armed guards.

Elon's teamsits on a sofa across from NPO CEO, VI CTOR HART.

Victor sips tea as Chris explains their demands in Russian.
Victor nods. Elon has no idea if this is good. Victor smles
at him El on smles back. Maybe good? Then -

VI CTOR HART
Fuck. You.

Next. ..
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I NT. KREMLI N CAFE - AFTERNOON

Now they sit with another fat old nman, VADI M KOVALEV. From
his pure black outfit and his stoic expression, there's no
tell1ng who he works for.

Kl MBAL MJSK
He rem nds nme of Dad.

Elon quiets himas Chris translates Elon's demands.
ELON MUSK

Make sure it's a Knepper | CBM rocket
capabl e of reaching Max Q

Chris gives a thunbs up. "I got this." Kovalev |istens, then
SPITS In Elon's face! Guards drag them away |i ke children
KI MBAL MJSK
Yep. Definitely rem nds nme of Dad.
Next . ..

INT. RUSSIAN M SSILE SILO - N GHT

Talia ushers theminside a dank, dusty Cold War relic; Nobody
woul d hear them scream except Kosnotra CEO, VLADI M R ANDREEV.

VLADI M R ANDREEV
Hell o, Chris. Friends of Chris.

ELON MUSK
You speak English? Perfect.

VLADI M R ANDREEV

Yes. | neet lots of Americans who
wi sh to be the next Neil Arnstrong.
ELON MUSK

The irony isn't |lost on ne.

VLADI M R ANDREEV
Anericans beat Russians to the noon.
Then quit. We built MR, so you built
[.S.S. except you need Russian rockets
to get on board. That's fucking irony.

ELON MUSK
| lived in South Africa during the
Cold War. This is nerely business.

El on opens his SUI TCASE. Inside is $20 nillion cash

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
You sell RD-180's to Boeing and
Lockheed, correct? Well, I'd like
t hree Kneppers. Pl ease.

The nuscl e behind himstands. Chris shivers. Elon doesn't.

VLADI M R ANDREEV
Lots of balls on you
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ELON MUSK _ _
Regul ar anmount of balls, just a little
more in them

VLADI M R ANDREEV
I knOMIabQut_YOU, M. Silicon Valley.
You buy missile, reverse engi neer
it, and what? Make Anmerican versions?
You plan to start the space race al
over again by yourself?

_ ELON MUSK
Is it adeal? O do | go el sewhere?

VLADI M R ANDREEV
You don't understand. You buy from
nobody in Russia. W dom nated the
Space Race for 30 years. And we
w il for another 30. Now fuck off.

| NT./EXT. FIELDS - N GHT
The team dri ves back defeated. Elon stares out the w ndow.

_ ~ KIMBAL MUSK
Sorry it didn't work out, E

El on sees KIDS set up around a fire pit with a nmetal grill
They stuff a balloon with alcohol into an enpty can. They
pl ace the can upside down on the grill and run.

In seconds, the balloon POPS releasing the alcohol. It strikes
the fire and EXPLODES sending the flam ng can sky high!

"MJUSK LAND': In flashes - (1982L El on bl asts a nodel rocket
on his |lawn; a page of his notebook with the rocket specs;
(PRESENT) The can stops in md-air, transfornms into a rocket.
It separates into 3 giant pieces; Each piece has thrust,
wei ght, vectors, equipnent all being item zed. Elon gets it.

_ ELON MUSK
I[t's just that sinple...

INT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - N GHT

All in the sane recliners as before. Mre traumati zed.

KI MBAL MUSK
Vell, that was terrifying. To Mother
Russia! And never com ng back here.

They toast to that. Elon interrupts, holding his |aptop.

ELON MUSK
It's fairly obvious based on today's
rat her uni npressive show ng, that a
new pl an i s needed.

He doesn't | ook a bit denoralized. |In fact, he's inspired.
ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)

| did sone of the calculations and I
think - I know - this nakes sense.
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CHRI S THOVPSON
What makes sense?

El on shows themthe laptop data. Giffin and Chris both | ook.

' M CHAEL GRI FFIN
Where did you get this?

ELON MUSK
| nmade it.

ROCKET SPECS -- The height of each |evel of atnobsphere has a
vel ocity and thrust nunber associated with a rocket |aunch.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
How are Russians able to nake
sonet hi ng so nuch cheaper than
Americans? It's not |1ke we buy
Russi an pars,_fIK Russi an pl anes_or
use Russian kitchen appliances. They
just go and build them

SPREADSHEET -- costs associated with each rocket conponent.
It's detailed on a massive scal e.

_ CHRI S THOVWPSON
Incredible. I got an engine guy, Tom
Muel I er, would kill to see this.

ELON MUSK
The answer to this probl emwas obvious
fromthe start. | just wasn't asking
the sinple, right question. | kept
asking, "Wiere do we find a rocket?"

M CHAEL GRI FFIN
But the real questionis -

ELON MUSK
- "How do we get mankind to Mars?"

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
The answer ?

ELON MUSK
We make the rockets ourselves. Not
just a rocket. Qur own space conpany.

The inpact of that statement hangs in the air. Chris and
Giffin look to Kinbal, who bows out.

KI MBAL MUSK
Don't look at nme. | know my brother.
I knew he was going there.

M CHAEL GRI FFIN
You'll need way nore than $20 mlli on.

ELON MUSK
I'maware, M chael



M CHAEL GRIFFIN
| don't think you are. ears.
Hundreds of billions of do | ars.
Entire nations. The snartest nen
and wonen in the history of space.
None of them could get to Mars.

ELON MUSK
They didn't have this spreadsheet.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
It's not funny. | was onboard to
| aunch a rocket for philanthropy in
hopes of increasing NASA' s budget,
not to conpete agal nst them

ELON MUSK
You think I prefer this way. It's
NASA!  |'ve had Neil Arnstrong posters

on ny wall since | was a kid and

t oday kids have that sane poster -
because people forgot how to have
big dreans. O take big risks.

El on stares at Chris as if to say, "Are you on board?"

_ CHRI S THOWPSON
Only if the Mssus approves.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
Take sone free advice: Don't do this.
Go live the rest of gour life like a
kKing instead. Don't be |ike every
other rich schnuck who lost his entire
fortune in space. You wll fail.

ELON NUSK _
You're ﬁrobabl ht. Failure is
t he hi ghest probab e out cone.

El on sits back down. |Is he that easily defeated?

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
"mgonna do it anyway.

El on sips his whiskey - his confidence never stronger.

I NT. MJUSK CONDO, NEVADA'S BEDROOM PALO ALTO - AFTERNOON

El on and Justine both kiss Nevada goodni ght,
his crib. Elon caresses his son's cheek. A proud father.

LATER -- Justine cleans up the house.

into not hingness, half watching TV, half thinking.

ON TV --

JUSTI NE
You' re off in 'Misk Land" again.
What are you thinking about? E?

CGM debuts EV-1, the first PRODUCTI ON ELECTRI C CAR
They open the hood to showcase the ultracapacitor battery.

now asleep in

29.

She sees Elon staring
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_ ELON MUSK
Electric cars. | think about them
all the tine. Do you?
JUSTI NE
No. | don't.
ELON MUSK

You should. It's inportant that we
make the switch to renewabl e energy.

JUSTI NE
How about one crazy idea at a tine?
(she heads upstairs)
Ckay, nap tine's over. You com ng,
Elon? O is it Elton now?

El on"s confused. OFF SCREEN she turns the sound system on

NEVADA' S ROOM -- Justine wal ks in to check on Nevada. She
rustles his tunmy, but he doesn't wake up yet.

DOMSTAIRS -- Elon finally turns off the TV, ready to help
and hears the song she picked: Rocket Man by ELTON JOHN
ELON MUSK

You're a riot, J!
NEVADA' S ROOM -- W | ook at Justine as she nudges her baby.

JUSTI NE
Nevada? Wake up. .. Baby?

Then horror strikes across her face. Sonething is very w ong.
DOMSTAIRS -- Elon slowy gets off the couch when he hears -

JUSTINE (O. S.) (CONT' D)
El on!!'!

Her screanms LAUNCH Elon up the stairs to the rescue.
| NT. PALO ALTO HOSPI TAL, | CU HALLWAY - NI GHT
El on has been up for days as he digests what the DOCTOR says.

DR ADLER
There's been no brain activity in 3
days. SIDSis a terrible condition.
There's just nothing nore we can do.

NEVADA' S | CU ROOM -- Justine can't nove fromthe bed. At 10
weeks ol d, her baby is attached to a ventilator. Elon enters.

Elon's eyes swell with pain. He |ooks at his son and kisses
himfor the last time. It tortures himto have to guide
Justine away from Nevada. She SCREAMS in agony for her baby.

El on needs to restrain her so the doctors can shut down the
ventilator. As it's shut down, Elon bursts into an endl ess
sob with her. Two parents |ose a child. [Inconsol able pain.
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EXT. CEMETERY, NEVADA' S FUNERAL - DAY

A private gathering. Justine cries as hard as before. She
hangs on Elon. He stays strong for her, holding back some
tears, learning to swallow his pain.

I NT. MJUSK CONDO, PALO ALTO - EVEN NG

El on greets ?uests gi ving their condol ences. Sadness fills
every part of this condo.

LATER, BACK PATIO -- Open design with a great view Elon
finds Justine. He'll say anything to distract her heartbreak.

' ELON MUSK _
The patio needs a cobbl estone trim
What do you think? Mybe grey or -

Justine isn't |istening. She fidgets with his |arge TELESCOPE
El on adjusts the tel escope's position for her.

_ ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Look at it now

Justine puts her eye to the tel escope.

TELESCOPE -- It's a view of Mars, mllions of mles away.
Red gl ow. The detail is vivid - you can even see ridges.
JUSTI NE
It's beautiful. Wat's it like there?
ELON MUSK

Well, the gravity is 1/3 of ours.
EXT. MARS - DAY (ELON S VI SI ON)
A cold, red desert with valleys and nountai ns.

ELON MJUSK (O S.)
The average tenperature is mnus 80
degrees. Atnosphere is 95% car bon
dioxide. It's red because of the
iron oxide on its surface.

A CAPSULE | ands. Elon steps out.

_ ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
Cetting there would only take about
80 days when the planets align -
happens once every 26 nonths.

BACK TO PATI O
El on 1 ooks up at Mars. So far away to him And yet not.

JUSTI NE
Do you want to die on Mars?

_ ELON MJSK
Not on inpact.
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She chuckl es sadly. Only one thought comes to Elon's mnd.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
I love you.

She snmiles but she's too hurt to let go of her pain.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
We'll get through this, J. In a lon
enough tineline everything goes bac
to nornmal. Just takes time. That's
all. Just tine.

JUSTI NE
It will never go back to nornmal

ELON MUSK
Then we nmake new. All of it.
Everything. It will get better. |
promse you that. It wll.

She HUGS him cries. He lets her, silently holding her tight.

LATER, ELON S OFFICE -- Elon tries to work on his rocket.
He reaches for a Een and catches a glinpse of a PHOTO OF
NEVADA on his desk. H s hardened exterior crunbles as he's
overcome with grief, crying uncontrollably into the photo.

FADE QUT:
I NT. / EXT. SAN JOSE H GHWAYS - DAY

Mont hs have now passed. Elon |ooks a little nmore filled out
as he cruises in his MlLaren. He heads toward Silicon Valley.

I NT. EBAY H Q, SAN JOSE, CA - DAY
Peter and the Paypal board take pictures with Ebay's board.

CNN REPORTER (Q. S.)
Paypal CEO Peter Thiel announced
t oday t hat Eba¥ has purchased the
internet bank for $1.5 billion.

OFF TO THE SIDE -- Elon, not allowed in the photo.

CNN REPORTER (O S.) (CONT' D)
$180 mllion going to forner CEO
El on Musk, the |eadi ng sharehol der.

Friend and forner Ebay co-founder JEFF SKOLL, 37, joins him

JEFF SKOLL .
Rermenber when they were our conpani es?
You won't miss it. Trust ne.

ELON MUSK
| already noved on to the next thing.

JEFF SKOLL o
Good for you, pal. So what is it?
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_ ELON MUSK
I"mgoing to Mars.

Jeff DROPS his drink. El on | eaves himon that note.
| NT./ EXT. HUNTI NGTON BEACH, CA - DAY
The McLaren races down the coast into an industrial section.

CHRI'S THOWSON (O S.)
Tom Miel l er did things at TRWt hat
they didn't |ike, but you woul d.

I NT. | NDUSTRI AL WORKSHOP - DAY

TOM MUJELLER, 30s, an engi neering bo%_scout, fini shes a bolt
on _a makeshift engine. He runs to his bunker. The engine
FIRES, roasting the test bed underneath.

CHRI'S THOWPSON (O S.)
He built an 80 pound |iquid engine
t hat produced 13,000 | bs of force -

LATER -- Tomlifts the engine, finishing the story to Elon.

_ TOM MUELLER
amteur i quld rocket o 1 argest
ELON MUSK
Ever work on anythi ng bi gger?
TOM MUELLER

| devel oped engines for Delta |V but
they went in "another direction.”

That's why I'mhere. 1'd rather do
it all nyself. At least |'d use them
- ELON MUSK _
Make an engine for ne. 1'll use it.
TOM MUELLER
And where's ny engi ne goi ng?
ELON MUSK
Mar s.

Tom DROPS t he engi ne.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Why do peopl e keep dropping things
when | say that?

TOM MUELLER

| don't think |I can nmake that.
ELON MUSK _

Yes, you can. Can you get into LEO?
TOM MUELLER

Yes. Absolutely.
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ELON MUSK
Then what's the difference? Sanme
parts. It's just farther away. Decide
If you're up for this, then call ne.

El on wal ks away. Tom has to shout at him

TOM MUELLER
Were's your conpany | ocated?

_ ELON MUSK
I"mworking on it.

EXT. MJUSK HOME, LOS ANGELES - DAY

El on brings Justine, sporting a brand new baby bunp, to their
beautiful new $17 mllion Bel Air Mansion. |It's a pal ace.

I NT. MJUSK HOVE, LOS ANGELES - DAY
Compl etely enpty. Hobbes excitedly runs throughout the house.

ELON MUSK
Yea, all new snells buddy.
(to Justlne%
You like it, baby?

She's filled with energy | ooking at the el egance of the house,
but nostly at the effort Elon is putting in. She smles.

JUSTI NE
I love it. You did good.

EXT. FACTORY DI STRICT, EL SEGUNDO - DAY
El on admres an enpty white factory in a business district.

CHYRON: June, 2002. ElI Segundo, CA

ELON MJSK

It was an old shipping factory.
TOM MUELLER

It's definitely old...
ELON MUSK

Vi sion, Tom Have vi sion.
Tomis less optimstic. As they walk in...
| NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - DAY

...they are wearing different clothes. Two nonths |ater and
every I1nch of the interior has a fresh WH TE epoxy coat.

Construction outlines have begun on several areas. Drills,
hamers, saws - a cacaphony of progress...and NO SE.
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I NT. MJSK HOME, LOS ANGELES - DAY

The construction NO SE continues in the Misk's new house.
Justine, nowwth a Iar%er babK bunp, grows irritated
listening to it while she watches TV. She MJTES it.

El on does a wal kt hrough with crew nenbers into the |iving
room He stops wal king when he sees that HEE'S ON TV.

ELON MUSK
What are you wat chi ng?

Justi ne UNMUTES the TV.

CNN REPORT: CNN interviews tech expert MKE MUSGRAVE. In the
corner of the frame is video of Elon interviewed at SpaceX

CNN REPORTER
What do you think of Elon's
announcenent that he's leaving Silicon
Vall ey to send humans to Mars?

M KE MJSGRAVE

We call guys like him"Thrillionaires"
since they spend their tech fortunes
on high risk ventures. | don't get

this nove at all.
Justine MJTES the TV again.

JUSTINE

They are on CNN | aughi ng at you.
ELON MUSK

| don't care what anyone thinks.
JUSTI NE

| can see that...Are they right?
Are we going to | ose everything?

ELON MUSK
No. I'mright. | prom se.
(hol ds her hand)
| need you behind nme, J.

Bef ore she decides that, there's a KNOCK at the entrance.

FRONT ENTRANCE -- It's missing the front door. Kinbal walks
right in, KNOCKING on a nearby wall. He finds them
Kl MBAL MJSK
Whah, this place is a fucking ness.
JUSTI NE
Wl cone to our new life.
Kl MBAL MUJSK
Not gonna touch that. E, | wanna

show you sonething | nmade for you.

Ki mbal puts in a DVD. Elon sits next to Justine, who at the
monment doesn't want to be touched. Kinbal hits PLAY.
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ARCHI VE VIDEG It's a collage of every recorded space ship

and rocket crash ever. Apollo Il. Challenger. You nanme it.
ELON MUSK .
You do understand | wont be in the
rocket ?
Anot her rocket goes up and EXPLODES!
KI MBAL MJSK

So? This is what haPpens to rockets.
They expl ode. They tail

ELON MUSK
They soar. They go to other planets!
I"mgonna fly to outer space. You
have to admt, this is exciting.

KI MBAL MJSK
Yea, it is kinda awesone.
~ (then)
Vait - stoE! Don't do that. I'm
serious. The odds are agai nst you.

ELON MUSK
When sonething is inportant enough,
you do it even if the odds aren't in
your favor. This is inportant enough.

CUT TGO
EXT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - MORNI NG

GMWNNE SHOTWELL, a bl onde bull dozer in the mddle of her
rising career, stares at the outside of this crumy factory.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - DAY

Trucks are pulled inside to deliver office supplies. Elon
hel ps unload. He's joined by fam |iar faces, ris and Tom
and two others, HANS and TIM- we'll neet |ater.

Chris half gestures to Elon, finding a nonent to speak up.

ELON MUSK
Qut withit, Chris.

CHRI' S THOVPSON
Can we change sone of the designs?
Not hi ng sucks the fun out of working
in space |like using knobs and dial s
made for a 60's | aundromat.

ELON MUSK
Do we need any of it?

Timgrabs a piece of furniture and pipes in.

TI M BUZZA
Nope!
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ELON MUSK
| don't care how it's been done
anywhere. Think for yourself. If we

don't need it, we get rid of it.

CHRI' S THOVPSON
Thank you, El on!

El on wal ks away to greet Gwnne, who enters the front gate.

ELON MUSK
You're right on tine. Hans raves
about you: "If anyone can sell your
rocket, it's Gwnne Shotwel|"...Ahh,

I like him Come. Right this way.
I NT. SPACEX, OFFICE, EL SEGUNDO - MORNI NG
The office is completely enpty, except for their two chairs.

- ELON MUSK
How much did Hans tell you about us?

GAWYNNE SHOTWELL
Only the sound bite on Mars. | haven't
heard about your market entry.

ELON MUSK

Qur initial goal wll be to provide
transportation services for snal
satellites to LEQO

(expl ai ns
We can control the market if we |aunch
cheaplr, | aunch regularly, and |aunch
reliably. Basically becone -

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
- The Sout hwest of space?

ELON MUSK
Cheap, reliable, and never out of
t he sky!

El on's having fun, but Gwnne is nonplussed. He straigtens.

GWNNE SHOTWEL L
Wat's it...

ELON MUSK
...Pay? Shit. | want as nuch noney
invested in the conpany. But every
enpl oyee gets stock options. So every
menber stands to beconme a mllionaire.

Gwnne ponders his sal esnan routine up and down.

GWYNNE SHOTWELL
The infrastructure here won't pass
FAA regul ations. W're grossly
under st ocked on supplies, equlpnment -
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ELON MUSK
- Relax. W'll fix it. That's what
I'mhere for.

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
How do you even know how to build a
rocket ?

ELON MUSK .
| read a | ot of books...Now, why did
you want to neet nme?

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
I've been doing this for 15 years
and 1'msick of how this business
drags its feet. |'mdesperate to
explore outer space. | wanted to
know i f you were the real deal.

_ ELON MUSK _
| amgoing to Mars. Wth or w thout
you. |I'd prefer with. Interested?

I NT. SPACEX, OFFICE, EL SEGUNDO - DAY

El on wal ks with nne in tow. He reads an email on his new
BLACKBERRY; it will be attached to his hand from now on.

Hi s younﬁ_ assi stant, MARY BETH, hands hima D et Coke. She
follows himlike his shadow. Her anxiety powers her through
every task. This girl never sits still.

ELON MUSK
MB, book a visit to Vandenberg.
W' re gonna need a | aunch site.

CONFERENCE ROOM -- The other five enployees chit chat waiting

for Elon. Still no chairs. Elon enters with Gwnne and MB.
ELON MUSK (CONT' D
Everyone, this is #7, nne Shotwel |,

our new VP of Business Devel opnent.
She nmoonlights as an engi neer.

Gwnne waves, then falls back in Iine.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
Wel come to Space Expl oration
Technol ogi es. SpaceX for short.
So | know we're a here because we
want to go to Mars. But we can't
t hi nk about Mars until we first |aunch
a rocket to LEO

He wites on the board behind him 'Step 1, LEO .

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Ster) 1 - we build a rocket. Falcon 1
will be a clean sheet design. Al
i deas are wel conme. Best one wins, no
matter who says it. Hopefully, | do.

TI M BUZZA, class clown, raises his hand while chewi ng gum
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TI M BUZZA
How many | aunch attenpts do we got?

ELON MUSK
Ti m Buzza, Boeing's | ead rocket tester
and now our |ead rocket tester.
Pl ease say your name and title when
it's your turn to talk, thank you.

The team | ooks at each other. |Is this high school?

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
To answer your question, we have
enough noney for 3, maybe 4 tries.
Probably 3.

He thinks on it. Wites '3 on the board with optim sm

~ CHRI'S THOVPSON
(raising hand too)
Chris Thonpson, VP of Operations.
Who' s our Chief Engi neer?

ELON MUSK
W weren't able to |ure soneone |
felt confortable with so...
(rai ses hand)
El on Musk, CEO and Chi ef Engi neer

They tease himwith a fake clap. Elon enjoys this group.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
kay, fuck you guys. Step 2 - Cost.

Elon wites down 'Step 2, COST' and then the 5 itens bel ow

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
5 things make | aunches expensive:
Overhead. Engines. Structure.
Ayionkcsi) And Launch Operati ons.
ea
We're going to nake all that shit
cheaper, faster, and better.

EXT. STANFORD CAMPUS - DAY

El on shakes hands and takes pictures with graduates. The
excitement in these young mnds is overwhel m ng.

ELON MUSK (O S.)
That means cheaper enployees. Stalk
canpuses. Get graduates. GCet interns.

I NT. BOEING CAFETERI A - DAY
Timwith his old buddies, other 80s |loving anti-authority

rocket testers. Timpulls out a SpaceX panphlet and slides
it onthe table like 1t's drugs.
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ELON MJUSK (O . S.)
Your friends, ex-colleagues, anyone
fed up with bureaucracies. If they're
bored, they're perfect. Steal 'em

EXT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - DAY
Parked outside is an 18 WHEEL TRAI LER. El on hops out.

ELON MUSK (O S.)
Cheaper equipnent. |If it costs a
lot, try auto parts stores for valves,
conputer stores for circuitry, etc.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Meet Mobile M ssion Control. W won't
have 300 people stand around a | aunch
pad for fucking weeks during prep.
12 go in this. The rest stay hone.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - MONTHS LATER

Wor kers arrange machi nes and desks where not hing separates
departnments, a conpl ete open floor design.

ELON MUSK (O S.)
Faster workflow. In Silicon Valley
we called it Vertical Integration.

Engi neers and wel ders work on one rocket fuel casing together.

ELON MUSK (O. S.) (CONT' D)
Every departnment works side by side.
Scientists think, welders weld, and
they' Il talk.

EXT. MCGREGOR Al R FORCE BASE, TEXAS - DAY

Timand Tom are at an abandoned concrete plot as wide as a
football field. They stare at the rusted steel test facility.

ELON MUSK (O S.)
Cheaper Testi n?. ~ Find other people's
used stuff. It it works, who cares.

TI M BUZZA
Call Elon. And get a tetanus shot.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - DAY

Pearl Jam bl asts in the fact org. At a workbench, Chris |ooks
in a mcroscope. He presses a button on a machine. SPARKS!

~ ELON MUSK (O. S.)
Faster decisions. No paBerwork or
reports. You don't need babysitters.
Do what you think is best. Need
sonet hi ng? Speak up.

CHRI S THOMPSON
El on?! Mcronozzle is shot. Gonna
cost $75,000 for it.
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30 feet away, despite wearing an ltalian blazer, Elon is
filthy, helping the welders. He trusts Chris' word.

ELON MUSK
Can you get it down to $65, 0007?

CHRI S THOWPSON
I can do that. Approved?

Kav! ELON MUSK
ay!

ELON MUSK (O. S.) (CONT' D)
It will be hard work. The hardest
of your life.

I NT. MJSK HOVE, BEDROOM LOS ANGELES - N GHT

Justine sits at the dinner table with two plates, a 3 course
nmeal and an enpty chair across from her.

~ ELON MUSK (O S.)
A lot of mssed dinners at hone.

LATER, BEDROOM -- Justine is already asleep. TWN CRIBS are
inside their bedroom Elon enters and quietly checks on the
babi es before getting into bed. He |ooks at the tine - 1:30am

_ ELON MUSK (O. S.) (CONT' D)
But we will succeed. Believe it.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - DAY
El on gives Kinbal a guided tour. Kinbal's jaw drops.

BIRD S EYE POV -- In 2 years, SpaceX is now a rocket producing
revolution. 200 enployees. 3D nodels. Engine designs.
Capsul e desi gns. Young m nds buiIdinP things in every corner.
The Falcon 1 casing is finally visible. Truly unbelievable.

ELON MUSK
You have to admt, this is exciting.

o KI' MBAL MJSK
Yea, it is kinda awesone.

PRELAP: The thunderous ROAR of a rocket engine.
EXT. MCGREGOR Al R FORCE BASE, TEXAS - DAY

TIGHT ON AN ENG NE FIRING A Merlin Stage 1 booster engine
i's hooked up to a horizontal test stand. It fires 3 seconds
of steel-nelting, blue heat before shutting off.

El on excitedly steps out froma small dirt bunker with D.OD
Consul tant, GENERAL PETE WORDEN, 50's. Worden is that heroic
mlitary hero you want your kids to ook up to.

ELON MUSK
It's incredible, isn't it!? Tom
devel oped a unique pintle injection
thrust design, that's really quite -
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- GENERAL WORDEN
- Gwnne said you're a talker. Tell
me, what's our |aunch tineline?

ELON MUSK
W' ve been wet testing for about 6
mont hs now so I'n1guessin?...whrch?
What's the payl oad we're [aunching?

GENERAL \ORDEN
It's classified.

ELON MUSK
Right, DDOD. | always forget.

Worden wanders around, observing the now partially upgraded
testing grounds. The rust is gone. Everything is operational.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Better than a trip to NASA right?

GENERAL WORDEN
The word at NASA is you' re one of
these Silicon Valley "Thrillionaires”
spendi ng his dot com noney on hobbi es.
Todar it's rockets. Sooner or later,
you' Il get bored...and quit.

ELON MUSK

NASA' s scared. Just |ike DARPA
underw ote the cost for the internet
bef ore dot com guys |like ne inproved
it, NASA took on the initial cost of
space. Now it's up to the private
sector, like ne again, to take over
and i nprove space. Don't you agree?

Wrden's mlitary stare is hard to read. Did Elon just insult
hin? Worden waits a beat as he studies Merlin one last tine.

CGENERAL WORDEN
NASA is filled with dinosaurs. If
NASA, Boei ng, and Lockheed don't
start thlnkln?||lke you - sinple,

cheap - they' be | eft behi nd.
LATER -- Wrden | eaves in a governnment sedan, picking up a
dust trail. Elon watches them go; Tom neets him el ated.
TOM MUELLER

It's really happening, isn't it? Qur
first custonmer. This is awesone!

ELON MUSK
Tom | have no idea why you're
excited. Merlin burned for 3 seconds.
It needs to burn for 180 seconds or
there is no fucking |aunch. You're
on the critical path to ny success.

That pressure terrifies Tom Elon harnesses that fear.
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ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
| believe in you. That's why | hired
you. Can you make this work?

TOM MUELLER

Yes. Yes, | can make this work.
ELON MUSK

Good. I'Il give you whatever you

need, you say the word. But it's on
you now. Don't fuck this up.

I NT. MUSK HOVE, ELON' S OFFI CE, LOS ANGELES - N GHT

El on works on | aunch trajectories at his desk. He's intensely
focused. Justine holds one of the twins, now 1, and enters.

~ JUSTINE _
Hey, GCenius! Come play wth us.

ELON MUSK '
Sorry, J. I'n1try|ng to figure out a
| aunch site on our budget

Justi ne encroaches Elon's space using her boy as a prop.

JUSTI NE _
Are you gonna say "no" to this face?

Elon is face to face with his son, who has snot crusted on
his nose and PB&J) still left on his |lips and cheeks.

_ ELON MUSK
It's easier than you think

El on puckers for a kiss. The boy turns his head away. No!

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
No? No?! Wiy you little -

Elon rips himout of Justine's hands and acts |ike he's gonna
throw himbefore they all giggle and run to the couch.

I NT. MUSK HOVE, LOS ANGELES - DAY

Elon and the twins play on the couch. He's rolling around,
picking themup in the air, playing peek-a-boo. Justine is
In the mddle of it, but nostly sits and watches, happy.

El on sees her |aptop and notes on the kitchen table.

. ELON MUSK
Bl ogging or real witing?
~ JUSTI NE
Both. But it's going well.
ELON MUSK
As long as you finish it - whatever
%ets you working - is great! Al ways
elieve in what you' re doing. | do.
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Justine rests her head on his shoul der.
LATER, FRONT ENTRANCE

El on ki sses Justine goodbye and rolls his suitcase out first
bef ore exiting.

LATER, KITCHEN TABLE -- Justine opens a new entry in her
b!o?: Previous articles include, "The Mtley Crew' & "The
Billionaire's Wfe". W HEAR her as she types.

JUSTINE (V. Q) _
E's left to prepare his rocket site.

TI GHT ON A MERCATOR PRQJECTOR

Li sting every launch site in the world. Only 2 are near
SpaceX: Vandenberg Air Force Base, within a 30 mle drive;

JUSTINE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
Vandenberg del ayed SpaceX by a year
to launch the retiring Titan I V.

And A TINY | SLAND, 2000 mles west of Hawaii .

JUSTINE (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Needl ess to say, Elon doesn't wait.

EXT. KWAJALEI N | SLAND - DAY

Beautiful tree tops cover the small tropical islands. This
| ooks |i ke paradise. Looks.

CHYRON: The Kwaj al ein Atoll. Marshall 1slands.

JUSTINE (V. Q)
The U.S. Arny conducted mssile tests
on Kwaj for decades. The only way
there 1s either boat or jet.

Li ke troops sent to Vietnam BOATS ferry cargo and crew to
the main 1sland. They reach | and.

Teanms exit with their supplies and trudge through the trees
until they reach the MAIN LAUNCH SITE, a 7 acre open grass
field wth two dil api dated bunkers. This is no Pad 39a.
Timdrops his stuff and takes one | ook around.

TI M BUZZA
This is gonna fucking suck.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - LATER
Dark clouds and thunderous rain blast the island sideways.

JUSTINE (V. Q)
There is periodic heavy rain
t hroughout the day and the wind is
so strong it blows the rain sideways.
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I NT. KWAJALEIN, BARRACKS - NI GHT

The team shivers in these old arny barracks. Rain pelts the
metal walls with force and vigor - then it STOPS.

_ JUSTINE (V. Q)
Sonetinmes the rain stops instantly.
In mnutes, the sun returns to dry
you out at a blistering 98 degrees
W th 75% hum dity.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

El on and the team sweat |ike dogs in the sweltering sun as
they construct the |aunch pad. An enpt% rocket shell is
noved with logs, |ike stones were for the pyram ds.

I NT. KWAJALEIN, MACHI NE SHOP - DAY

Rain returns to blast away as the rocket equi pnent is unpacked
in the shop. Elon observes sonme of Tims itens.

ELON MUSK
Does that cal culate weight to transfer
rati os? Can you teach nme how it works?

TI M BUZZA
Sure. | have time for that. Wile
I"mat it, why don't | just teach
you how to do ny whol e fucking job?
ELON MUSK

Real | y?! That woul d be great!
El on' s genui ne excitenent defeats Tinls sarcasm
EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY

The LAUNCH PAD is finally installed. A working Fal con rocket
stands on the tower. Every part is tested thoroughly.

I NT. SPACEX, OFFICE, EL SEGUNDO - DAY

Gwnne oversees the Mssion Control team They confirm each
test protocol. She gets the final |aunch approvals. [|NTERCUT -

_ GAWYNNE SHOTWEL L
Geen light on our end, Kwaj. CQur
bird is ready to soar
Elon glows with pride. They are ready. He radi os back.

ELON MUSK
Copy that, H Q

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY
The birds chirp. The sun shines. Palmtrees wave.

The FALCON 1 rocket stands only 70 feet but on this snal
island it | ooks massive. W rkers fuel it with Liquid Oxygen.
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CHYRON: March 24th, 2006. Falcon 1, Test #1.
I NT. KWAJALEI N, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTRCL - DAY

A makeshift Mssion Control is set up for the on-site
operators. Operators do final pre-tests.

TOM MUELLER
Go for precheck.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL TRAILER - DAY

The trailer is transforned into a row of conputers agai nst
one wall. Several nonitors track the flight.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTRCL
Fal con 1, you are go for precheck.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

Elon arrives by helicopter in a t-shirt and shorts. As he
steps onto the small island, he admres his masterpiece.

ELON MUSK
You are the nost beautiful thing I
have ever seen in ny life.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - DAY
The other enployees listen to the |aunch through the speakers.
I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL TRAILER - DAY

Gwnne, Chris, and Hans at their stations. Everyone has
headsets. On a nmonitor, they see the rocket standing tall.

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
She's perfect.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

Elon is ushered away as the crew finishes tightening the
bolts. The fuel punp is pulled away fromthe rocket.

I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

El on enters, rel axed, but excited. Wrden and DARPA officers
wat ch on TV nonitors. Wrden is skeptical

ELON MUSK
Better than a trip to NASA yet?

GENERAL \ORDEN
We'll see, Muisk

El on plays an animation of the flight path on TV nonitors.

ELON MUSK
| had this made for you guys.

CE@ AN MATION -- (all over techno nusic)
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Fal con 1 [aunches up until trajectory noves sideways,
accelerating to gain ORBITAL VELOCITY (Max Q. The jetstream
mat ches the curved "X' in SpaceX s | ogo.

At Max Q it escapes gravity to enter LONVEARTH ORBIT (LEO) .

ELON MUSK (O S.) (CONT' D)
V\é |1 reach the end of Stage 1 at
6, 850 rrPh Stage 2 could reach a
Max Q of 17,000 nph.

In LEQ, the first section (Stage 1) detaches. The second
section (Stage 2) refires and stays in orbit before rel easing
the top portion (Fairing) with the cargo (Payl oad).

ANl MATI ON ENDS. M ssion Control gives Elon the "go".
ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)

(into com
H Q, we are go for |aunch.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (OS)
Copy that. Falcon 1 fires in 5...4.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY
The del uge FLOODS t he stand.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTRCL (O S.)
.3...2....1...1aunch.

Falcon 1 FIRES! The first rocket in SpaceX s history |aunches.

The tether fromthe |aunch tower rips away as Falcon 1 clinbs
into the heavens. The ROAR of the engine shakes the trees.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O.S.) (CONT' D)
We have |ift off. Falcon 1 is airborn.

I NT. KWAJALEI N, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY
El on watches in wonder as Falcon 1 SQARS | NTO THE CLQOUDS.

ELON MUSK
It's really happening...

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
Thrust at 50, 000 | bs.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

Falcon 1 is leaving Earth in its wake. Then suddenly, a
FIRE on the side of the Stage 1 engi ne!

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTRCOL (O S.)
Control, we have a Stage 1 breach!

Fal con 1 RIPS APART! The exposed engi nes collide and EXPLCODE!
A massive fireball of debris falls down on the |aunch site.
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I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

El on on the comunit, panicked. He watches the debris fall.

ELON MUSK
Everyone evacuate the area!

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

Wrkers run_as the fiery debris crashes everywhere, including
the ocean. Timand others junp into the water after it.

TI' M BUZZA _
G ab the panels! G ab the guidance
systens! Let's novel

| NT. KWAJALEI N, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTRCL - DAY
Sil ence on the cons.

ELON MUSK .
Sonebody talk to me - Wiat's happening
out there? Wo's safe?

EXT. KWAJALEI N, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY
The site is a weck, but the crisis is over. Timchecks in.

TI M BUZZA
We're okay. W nmde it.

| NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, EL SEGUNDO - DAY
Gwnne listens in and hits the com

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
Were's the payl oad?

EXT. KWAJALEIN, MACHI NE SHOP - DAY

The sky is enpty....Birds chirp again....Then the PAYLOAD
SMASHES t hrough the roof.

I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY
El on waits to hear something from soneone.

TI M BUZZA (O S.)
Now we nmade it.

El on shuts off the com He then addresses the room

ELON MUSK
It's ﬁerhaps worth noting that those
| aunch conpani es that succeeded al so
took their lunps along the way. Only
5 of the first 9 Pegasus |aunches
succeeded. 3 of 5 tfor Ariane; 9 of
20 for Atlas; 9 of 21 for Soyuz;
Failure is how we |earn

Wrden and DARPA aren't loving it. Elon squeezes by to | eave.
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ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Sorry about your stuff. Excuse ne.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

El on' s boat reaches the nain island. He quickly scanpers to
see. Everything is destroyed. The SpaceX | ogo on the Payl oad
MELTS fromthe fire in the machine shop.

Tom and Timare covered in soot, clothes a mess. Timfinds
El on, hands hima beer. Tomdrinks quietly beside them both.

_ TI M BUZZA
We just |aunched a rocket.
. ELON MUSK
W just crashed a rocket.
TI M BUZZA
Crashed, right, of course. Crashed.
El on hasn't decided if he'll kill themfor celebrating, yet.
- ELON MUSK
You're still on ny critical path
TOM MUELLER
I know. ..

El on cracks open his beer and smles. He lives for this stuff.

ELON MUSK
We just |aunched a rocket.

I NT. AVI ATI ON CONFERENCE AFTER PARTY, PALO ALTO - N GHT

A tradeshow|i ke atnosphere. The biggest tech geeks around
mngle on a patio wth trophy wives, or no wives at all.
t's rather droll to consider this a party.

El on sends Justine a quick text: "Wite, damm you! This is
ny notivational nessage :-)"

She wites back: "Ah. The power of |love. Foiled again!"

Elon finds his friend, LARRY PACGE, a fellow dorky, tech
genius. If his nanme seens famliar, it's because that dork
created sone conpany call ed Googl e.

o ELON MUSK
This is Palo Alto's idea of a party?

LARRY PAGE
Rich and successful ? Yes. But
celebrities we are not, ny friend.

LATER, PRI VATE CORNER -- Elon geeks out with Larry.

ELON MUSK
The indefinite extension of the Fossil
Fuel s era is the dunbest experinent
in the history of our planet.



50.

Overhearing themis JB STRAUBEL, a young, shy genius with no
social skills. He's fixated on their conversation.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
The greater the change to the chem ca
conposition of our oceans and
at nospheres -

JB STRAUBEL
- due to increased carbon em ssions.

Elon turns to see JB, this stranger, on his page.

ELON MUSK
Exactly... The greater the |long-term
effect will be. Gven that at sone
point they'll run out anyway, why
run this crazy experinment to see how
bad it'll be?

LARRY PAGE
On that fun note, | need a drink.

Larry exits as JB nmakes his nove towards Elon

JB STRAUBEL
| couldn't agree nore about sw tching
to renewabl e energy source.
(cl oses in)
You ever think about electric cars?

ELON MUSK
You coul d say that.

EXT. AVI ATI ON CONFERENCE, PARKI NG LOT - LATER
Elon waits by JB's car. JB plays hima video on his |aptop.

ARCH VAL NEWS VIDEGO At a city junkyard, a row of EV-1's are
'ined up near a MACHI NE PRESS.

JB STRAUBEL (O . S.)
The EV-1. After restrictions on oi
were lifted, GMimmedi ately recall ed
the electric car for destruction.

EV-1 owners stand by the press holding a candlelight vigil.

JB STRAUBEL (O S.) éC(]\IT D)
When do you ever see people hold a
candl elight vigil for a product?

_ ELON MJUSK (O S.)
Especially for a GM product.

An EV-1 is noved onto a machine press. SMASH It's flattened.
BACK TO PARKI NG LOT:
ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)

What kind of battery did it have?
Those weren't ultracapacitors.
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JB hands a small |ithi um BATTERY to El on

JB STRAUBEL
18650 Lithiumlon. String together
enough batteries and you coul d Pomer
a car farther than gas ever could.

ELON MUSK _
Now that's a reason to buy an electric
car. |s sonebody maki ng one?

JB STRAUBEL
Tesla Motors. 3 engineers out in
Menl o. They're smart. But need noney
and a battery. Doing a Series A now.

INT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - DAY

Elon still holds the battery. He enters "Misk Land."

"MUSK LAND': Thousands of batteries string together in md-
air. A bare chasis appears, the batteries lay in the mddle.
Mat hematical forrmulas float in the air - DRAG TORQUE, KWH HR

' ELON MUSK
1,000 mles on a single charge..

MB is constantly emailing as Elon speaks out of nowhere.
_ ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
El ectric cars. | think about them
all the tine. Do you?

She snaps to attention to answer, jittery from anxiety.

MARY BETH .
| haven't. | will! | saw JB's emil;
| swear | read it -
ELON MUSK
- MB? Are you afraid of ne?
MARY BETH
Yes? | nmean...
(reluctantly honest)

...Yes.
I NT. TESLA, OFFI CE, MENLO PARK - DAY

MARTI N EBERHARD, 30s, |eads the 3 man Pitch to Elon and JB
inasmll, shitty office. He is overly cocky, but brilliant.

MARTI N EBERHARD
Your $7 nmillion investment for a
Tesla prototype will help humanity
switch to renewabl e energy sources.

El on skins their business plan. The car design |ooks |ike
sonEthlnP from The Jetsons. Uninpressed, he hands it to JB.
Elon grills Martin, not wanting to waste his noney.



52.

ELON MUSK
Don't exaggerate. This buys maybe 2
mul es. Manufacturing strategy?

MARTI N EBERHARD
W al ready have a deal with Lotus on
the chasis and Gage |icensed us his
power train anongst other things.
W' || be outsourcing nost parts.

JB marks up their business plan. |t has highlights Iike O-
60 in 3.9 seconds; 300 mle range; world class handling.

ELON MUSK
JB runs the battery departnent. O
no deal. Trust me, you'll thank ne.

That surprised them Martin and his teamare reticent.

MARTI N EBERHARD
You see, the thing is we want soneone
who sees our vision, our way -

ELON MUSK
- | know you're worried about control
Martin. 1've been there. |I'm prepping
a launch. I've got twin toddlers. |

don't have extra tine to fly here
every week. Now |I'm making an electric
car. So either | invest in you or |
invest in your future conpetitor

Marc and lan ook to Martin. Martin shake's Elon's hand.
I NT. MJUSK HOVE, LOS ANGELES - DAY
Justine cooks a large feast. The dining roomis set for 15

people. Elon enters the front door with his carry-on. He
drops it, walks to the fridge to grab a Di et Coke.

_ _ ELON MJSK

Hi. Going to the office. Bye.
JUSTI NE

No. Not bye. It's Thanksgi vi ng.
ELON MJSK

It's a turkey dinner for people who

take days off. | don't take days

off. 1"mthe Chief Engineer of a

space conpany preparing for a |aunch
JUSTI NE

You're Chief Engineer every day.
Today you're M. Justine Misk.

Getting through to himis infuriating. Then she blurts out.

JUSTI NE ( CONT' D)
The | VF wor ked! Agai n!
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ELON MJSK
What ?!  You're pregnant!?

He drops his bag and erupts in joy, kissing his amazing wfe.
I NT. MUSK HOVE, LOS ANGELES - AFTERNOON

The dining hall is fit for a presidential banquet as it houses
El on and Justine's extended fam|ly. They drink, |augh, eat,
horse around, try and stop Hobbes from eating everything.

Justine wheels in the twins, who wave, to nmuch coo-cooi ng.

JUSTINE
Are you boys saying "H'? Are you?

El on doesn't notice, typing on his phone. She glares at him
Ki mbal cuts the tension and SLAPS El on's phone from his hands.

Kl MBAL MJUSK
So Tesla? That's...additive.

JUSTI NE
Yes, it is. He's lead investor,
chairman, and designer. But froma
di st ance, of course.

The sass in her voice is thick. She and Kinbal gang up as
El on picks up one of the twins and holds himas a buffer.

ELON MUSK
So I'll be alittle busier. I'm
gr owi ng fam |y and ny busi nesses.
" (beat
This is all part of the sane Master

Plan since | was 10 - Human Survival
Ki mbal sees the plush I RON MAN dol | Elon's son hol ds.

Kl MBAL MJSK
You know you can't ever actually be
Iron Man, right? Cuz he's not real

ELON MUSK
| don't think anybody could really
be Iron Man. The feet propul sion
isn't feasible to control. He'd tear

hi s omn_lePs off. Though, | suppose
t heoretically you coul d design -
KI MBAL MJSK

- I"mgonna shove a Merlin 1-B cl ass
engi ne thlnﬁ up your ass if you don't
say to ne that you know you can't be
the fictional superhero Iron Man

Ki mbal waits. Elon changes subjects to avoi d answeri ng.

ELON MUSK
K, I've been wanting to do clean
energy since Stanford.
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Kl MBAL MUJSK
2 days at Stanford. 2 days! |If GV
failed to do it, how can you7

ELON MUSK
Maybe | can't. So what? It's okay
to fail. Conpanies fail all the tine.
As long as | try

(expl ai ns)

At its core, what's in an electric
car? Batterles Drive el ectronics.
Electric nmotor. Silicon Valley skills,
not Detroit skills. | know that.

JUSTI NE
And | know you. Once soneone does
their LOb W ong, you'II fire them
and take over. AmI| wong?

ELON MUSK
Pron1se you | don't want to be
CEO of two conpanies and | won't be.
"' mnot crazy.

~ KIMBAL MUSK
You know Ni kol a Tesla went crazy.
ELON MUSK
A newidea is crazy. Until it's not.

I NT. NASA HQ CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Elon sits with BURT RUTAN, BOB BI GELOW and a few ot her NAMES
around a conference table. The TV plays a video.

VI DEO -- sequence of clips narrated by OQoptinus Prine hinself,
PETER CULLEN. This is all to 80s synthesizer nusic.

- NASA LOGO, Below that the acronym"C. O T.S" Commercia
Orbital Transportation Services.

- SHUTTLE COLUMBI A FUNERAL; Shuttle Discovery in a hangar.

NARRATOR (V. Q.)
After the Col unbi a tra?edy i n 2003,
Presi dent Bush called for the end of
the Shuttle Program by 2011.

- 1.S.'S.; THE MOON;, NEIL ARMSTRONG The words "YOU?"

NARRATCR (V. Q) (CONT' D)
It's time for a new way. You can be
that way. To Space. To the I.S. S
To the Moon. And beyond. C. OT.S.

VI DEO ENDS -- St andi ng b?/ t he door is new NASA Adm ni strator,
M CHAEL GRI FFI N. der, greyer. He gets right to it,
handi ng out packets about the programto everyone.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
The COTS Partnershlp provi des
conmerci a suppllﬁrs - you - a chance
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M CHAEL GRI FFI N ( CONT' D)

to work with NASA - us - t

o devel op

manned and unmanned vessels. We'l|
be giving out 'm |l estone noney' if

you achi eve certain goals.

Jackpot! Elon's brain is already racing. Giffin hands El on

his packet. They exchange a nod.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N (CONT' D)
But |let nme be blunt: 'partnership’

doesn't nean 'hel ping NASA spend its

nmoney'. You'll have skin in the gane.
he stands)

Read up. 1'Il be neeting with all

of you to discuss nore. Good | uck.
And wel cone to the New Space Race.

| NT. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE - DAY

El on drops off a folder to a surprised Wrden

ELON MUSK
Here's our Falcon 1 report

to go

along with yours. | don't want any

Secrecy bet ween us.

_ GENERAL WORDEN
| appreciate that. Ready t

ELON MJSK

o quit?

Never. Just getting started.

EXT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLGCS, CA -

DAY

CHYRON:. Tesla Factory. San Carlos, CA

A Tesl a ﬁrototype, or "MJLE", pulls onto a nmakeshift TRACK

beside the factory. It |looks l[ike a
Not a very pretty thing.

nut at ed Lotus Eli se.

The driver's ready, waits for the signal. It's GREEN. He

SHOOTS off the line like a Ferrari.
it: 3.9 seconds.

up to Martin and JB.
‘s Elon. The doors don'

JB STRAUBEL

The nmule pulls
his helmet. It

Track speedoneter clocks

The driver takes off
t work so he junps out.

6,381 batteries in that sucker. 230
mles range. But it can do better.

_ ELON MJSK
So fucking cool, man. Just

beauti ful .

MARTI N EBERHARD

Thank you. The look is -

ELON MUSK
- Shit, Mrtin. It's shit.

El on inspects it, tucks wires in. He

s visually uni npressed.
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_ _ ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Martin, it needs to kick ass. The
first "cool" electric car.

El on hands Martin the key. JB and Elon high five.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
W only get one chance at a first
inmpression. If it doesn't delight
custoners, it's over. So when you
nodify it, focus on "cool".

El on waves MB to pull up his MLaren

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
"Il send over my designs.

INT. NASA HQ M CHAEL GRIFFIN S OFFI CE - DAY

Giffin nmeets with Elon. They have grown di stant since Russia.
Giffinreviews a file he has on SpaceX

ELON MUSK
What's our delivery schedule like if
we decide to help you?

M CHAEL CGRIFFIN
You have until August to deliver
your proposal.

ELON MUSK
Proposal ? 1Isn't having a real
functioni ng rocket conpany better
t han any proposal ?

. M CHAEL GRI FFI N
Not if your rocket expl odes.

ELON MUSK o
Oh, | haven't m ssed your pessimsm
You still don't believe | can do it,

huh? You think I'mthe rich schnmuck?

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
You're giving 24 year olds full
authority to run around buyi ng cheap
makeshi ft parts for space travel.

ELON MUSK
What difference does it nmake to you
how nuch the parts cost?

~ MCHAEL GRIFFIN
Cheap shit is cheap for a reason

ELON MUSK
Legacy parts breed | egacy costs so -

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
El on, | know you believe anything's
possi bl e and that's part of your

( MORE)



M CHAEL GRI FFI N ( CONT' D)

"sell". This is the big | eagues. You
don't know all that you don't know.
ELON MUSK

By definition, does anybody?

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
This gets voted on. That's the
realitK. You renmenber reality, right?
That thing that's always in your
y? So here's some nore free advice:
ﬁlay by the rules and take all the
el p you can get.

_ ELON MUSK
I"I'l wite your proposal, but put us
in the program What coul d possibly

happen? We fail. And you get to
stay on ¥our very high horse.
(beat)

O we succeed. And wouldn't that
just be a real fuckin' tragedy.

EXT. KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, CAPE CANAVERAL, FL - DAY

S7.

CUT TGO

A gathering at an outdoor press conference. SpaceX, RpK, and

NASA are on stage. Giffin speaks.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
W are pleased to announce RpK. ..and
SpaceX...are the wnners of the COIS
Phase 1 rocket devel opnent contracts.

EXT. KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, CAPE CANAVERAL, FL - LATER

It's a full cocktail part¥ cel ebrating the agreement.
NASA, RpK and SpaceX executi ves.

are primarily conprised o

GQuest s

Gwnne, the only one still review ng the COTS agreenent,

catches Elon by the punch bow . She's concerned.

GWYNNE SHOTWELL
"NASA wi || be on site to review and
approve all design and manufacturi ng.
Partial payments of Phase 1's $278
mllion will be due only after each
of the 19 mlestones are net.'

ELON MUSK
Hal f of these we won't get done for
anot her 3 years. They are hedgi ng.

- GAYNNE SHOTWELL
You knew it was on purpose?

ELON MUSK
Wasn't it odd to you that Boeing or
Lockheed didn't conpete at all?
NASA hopes this fails so they can
stop being pressured to go conmerci al .
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El on cl oses the agreenent for her and hands Gwnne a dri nk.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
As long as we get to orbit, none of
that matters. They'll have to give
us the I.S.S. resupply contract.

GAWYNNE SHOTWELL

W' Il need nore machines, nore
manuf acturing, nore staff -
ELON MUSK

- Gwnne, that's what |I'mhere for.
LATER, PAD 39a

El on wanders alone to see the Ead up close. Alone neans MB
Is a step behind himawaiting his every command. The two of
them are puny next to the nonolithic structure.

' ELON MUSK ( CONT' D
D d you know Apollo 11 took off from
this very pad? Right at our feet!

OVER SFX: Transm ssions from Apollo m ssions. El on hears
themin his head as he marvels at the pad's place in history.

MARY BETH _
|'msorry Elon, but we need to be in
Santa Monica by 8pm

ELON MUSK
One day. One day I'mgoing to fly
fromright here.

MARY BETH
Al the way to Mars.
ELON MUSK
That's right. [In ny own capsule. |

need the extra |l eg room
El on wal ks back the way he came. M quickly foll ows.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Cone. Let's go change the world.

EXT. DEBUTANTE BALL, BARKER HANGER, SANTA MONI CA - DAY

Crowds pour into the hangar. There's a valet for all the
| uxury cars pulling in.

CNBC REPORTER (V. Q)
After nmuch anticipation, PayPal
founder and tech-visionary El on Misk
is finally ready to show off one of
his keynote projects...

I NT. DEBUTANTE BALL, BARKER HANGER, SANTA MONI CA - DUSK

Elon is on stage with a mc, the encee of the evening.
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ELON MUSK
The Tesl a Roadster!

FLASH  The Roadster center-stage on full display. It |ooks
magni ficent. Caneras, press, and fans cone to admre it.

CHYRON: July, 2006. Tesla Roadster Test Drive Event.

ELON MUSK (CONT' D
Faster than a Ferrari, nore efficient
than a Prius.

The buzz is pal pable. Stars |ike SCHWARZENEGGER, DI CAPRI Q
and SPI ELBERG are in attendance. They speak to engi neers,
the real stars of the night.

LATER, CENTER-STAGE -- Martin takes over to do the (QSA.
El on stands beside him Martin is md-answer.

MARTI N EBERHARD
No, the Roadster won't be sold at
deal erships. W sell nmenberships
for our early custoners to keep the
price at a reasonabl e $85, 000.
(silence, waits)
Are there any nore questions?

POTENTI AL CUSTOVER
El on, when can we go to Mars?

The crowd | aughs. Elon chuckles, delighted for the spotlight.

ELON MJSK
As soon as | sell enough cars!

Large APPLAUSE. The crowd | oves him

LATER, QUTSIDE -- Elon finds Martin watching the test drives.
A TEST DRI VER opens the passenger door for the next potential
custoner: ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER. Press surround him

MARTI N EBERHARD
W need nore noney for production to
match this kind of order size.

ELON MUSK
That's fine. I'Il |ead another round.
Are we on schedule to go from
devel opnent to production in B?

MARTI N EBERHARD
We're not there yet. | need to focus
on fixing the 2 speed transmi ssion.

Schwar zenegger t akes UE half the car with his frane. The
car TAKES OFF! |t rockets down the track. Elon is |ivid.

ELON MUSK
It's an electric car. W can regul ate
t orque however the fuck we want. It

doesn't need a 2 speed transm ssion.
(cal ns hinsel f _
What does the group think?
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MARTI N EBERHARD
It's not a group decision. [|'m CEQO
It's nmy decision

El on bites his tongue for a nonment, trying to placate.

ELON MUSK
It can't affect the $85,000 price
tag. And it can't go overbudget.

Giffin ignores himas Schwarzenegger returns fromhis drive.
The press awaits a response... Arnold puffs his cigar and
GRINS. The Roadster is officially approved by The Governator.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Look at that. We were an idea before.
Now we have expectations...
Congratul ati ons, Martin.

MARTI N EBERHARD
You too, Elon.

The rivalry apparent to both. Elon |eaves Martin to take the
lead in greeting Arnold. The two pose for pictures together.

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
The debut of Elon Misk's Tesla
Roadster could not have gone better.
Pre-orders are already sold out with
shi pments expected in m d-2007.

EXT. BURNI NG MAN - DAY (2006)

Fire shoots out of a man's nouth as he spits gas through a
torch. Burnlng Man brings hordes of free spirits in cars
to spend a week escapi ng today's worl d.

Justine, Elon, and Elon's cousins, PETER and LYNDON RI VE,
exit their luxury canper van into the MAD MAX style arena.

Kinmbal is already there in his owmn van waiting to greet them
He's not really sober at the nonent.

KI MBAL MJSK
Is that Iron Man?! Here??

They give each other a big bear hug and begin the festivities.

LATER, EAST SECTION -- Three 40 foot clinbable POLES stand
for people to conquer their inner warrior. Elon observes.

Peter and Lyndon find him They grew up in Pretoria too but
never | ost their accents or confort in hot, dusty climates.

LYNDON RI VE
| love it here - rem nds ne of hone.

ELON MUSK
It does...

He | ooks back at Kinbal |eading a | arge group of dancing,
cheerful people - including Justine. Elon smles.
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_ ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
...and it doesn't.

The sun blinds him he quickly turns and shades his eyes.
Now in his viewis a BURNER hol ding a MAGNI FYI NG GLASS to
sticks. The sticks catch fire. Elon sees sonething nore.

MUSK LAND: The festival VAN SHES into acres of flat surface.
Sol ar panel s appear. The suns rays visibly draw into them
Equations for Kw, output; panels - increase at absurd rates.

_ ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)

Did you know, if you occupied the
sane | and as a nucl ear power plant
and replaced it wth solar panels,
you' d create nore energr? Wth about
200 sq km of solar panels we could
power the entire U. S

LYNDON RI VE
When d'ya start thinkin'" about this?

ELON MUSK
Always. Tesla is renewabl e energy
consunption. Solar is renewable
energy production. Eventually | want

Tesla to be solar powered. Wth our
battery, we could be energy positive.

LYNDON RI VE
I s SpaceX using renewabl e energy?

ELON MUSK
We can't. The whole Newton's 3rd | aw
thing. W need that reaction.

PETER RI VE
E, you sellin" solar panels now?
ELON MUSK
You don't sell. You |lease like a
car. Infrastructure would then be in
the $10 mllion range, |'m guessing.

El on knows he's onto sonething. He grows nore confident and
starts eyeing up one of the poles for his own clinb.

LYNDON RI VE
E, give us $10 nmillion and we'll do
it. You don't worry about a thing.

| mpul sively, Elon CLIMBS onto a pole. He clenches it for
dear life. Unlike other clinbers, he shimmes his whol e body.

On the ground, Peter HI TS his brother in the arm

PETER RI VE
Don't ask our cousin for noney.
Rude sonof abitch soneti nes.

e ELON MUSK (O.S.)
ay!
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Peter and Lyndon | ook around for where Elon is. Shockingly,

they see he's already half-way up! And still clinmbing higher.
LYNDON RI VE
Ckay, what, mate?
ELON MUSK

$10 million. It's yours.

El on reaches the top. He sits on the stunP, no support
protecting him The crowd CHEERS bel ow. El on ROARS!

MONTAGE
MUSI C over a CNN PRCFI LE PI ECE on El on

~ CNN REPORTER (V. 0O.)
El on Musk is quickly becom ng our
hope for the future of humanity.

EXT. INC. MAGAZI NE PHOTO SHOOT - DAY

El on poses for a photo shoot. FLASH The inmage FREEZES. It
becones the cover of Inc. Entrepreneur of the Year 2007.

ELON ON MORE MAGAZI NE COVERS: W red, D scover, Tinme, etc.
EXT. NECKER | SLAND, BRI TISH VI RA N | SLANDS - DAY

Hel i copter flyby reveals Richard Branson's Billionaire |Island.
On the BEACHFRONT, Larry Page is getting married. Justine
and Elon are in attendance.

CNN REPORTER (V. O.)
Par t Playboy. Part tech geni us.
Part famly man.

I NT. MJUSK HOVE, LOS ANGELES - DAY

This is Elon's real private |life: a playpen for the tw ns,
now 2, a COOK, a HOUSE KEEPER. Three NANNIES to hold his
newborn TRI PLETS! El on bought all the hel p he needed.

He ki sses Justine and | eaves for the day. She's used to it.
EXT. TESLA, FACTORY - TEST TRACK - SAN CARLCS, CA - DAY
El on races a Roadster with a delighted reporter/passenger.
~ CNN REPCRTER (V.0Q.)

He's ranping up the car industry

with his electric nmasterpiece Tesla.
I NT. TESLA, BOARD ROOM - DAY
The Tesla Board is up to 7 nenbers. The original 3 founders,
Elon, and 3 "Musk Men": JB, Larry Page, and VantagePoi nt CEO
ANTONI O GRACI AS. They are in the mdst of voting on an issue.

The Musk Men wait for Elon to vote first. He raises his hand
as a YES vote. They follow and vote YES. Elon's power grows.
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BACK TO MJSK' S KITCHEN -- Elon types on Tesla's website.
(NOTE: this is still on Tesla's website to this very day)

N SHORT, THE MASTER PLAN | S:

-Build sports car

-Use that noney to build an affordable car

-Use that nmoney to build an even nore affordable car

-Wii | e doing above, also provide zero emnission electric power
generation options

-Don't tell anyone.

INT. SOLAR CITY, BOARD ROOM SAN MATEO - DAY

El on signs the investnent deal. Across are Peter and Lyndon.
They all pose for a picture with the Solar City | ogo.

CHYRON: Solar City. San Mateo, CA.

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
He's getting us off the grid as the
Chairman of Solar Gty.

I NT. VALLEY VI EW SUN FOUNDATI ON, BALLROOM - DAY

In front of a nore excited, engaged crowd, Elon is now the
speaker of the Mars Society. It Is a proud nonment for him

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
And, of course, he's taking us to
Mars with his rockets at SpaceX

ELON MUSK
W will get to Mars! And we will do
it inthis lifetine.

CNN REPORTER (V. Q.)
So what's his secret?

SHOT OF ELON FOR PROFI LE PI ECE: Taken at his house.

ELON MUSK
Li ke what you do. Life's too short.
If you Iike what you do, you think
about it even when you're not working.

I NT. MJSK HOVE, MASTER BEDROOM LOS ANGELES - N GHT

El on and Justine are turning down for bed. Justine feels
tortured having to listen to yet another El on idea.

_ JUSTI NE
Propul sive | andi ng now?

ELON MUSK
Yea! It's the key to reducing cost.
| mean it'd be kind of weird in a
nmovie if aliens |anded bK_parachute.
It'd be like, "Okay. Nothing to fear."

JUSTI NE
So we're the aliens now?
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ELON MUSK _
Wien we | and on Mars, we wll Dbe.

JUSTI NE
If you say so.

EXT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - MORNI NG

The sun rises over 11.4 acres of new SpaceX property.
CHYRON: January, 2007. 1 Rocket Road, Hawt horne, CA.
I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY

Hawt horne is |ight years ahead of El Segundo. 500 enpl oyees
wor Kk in-house on assenbly, manufacturing, storage, etc. Raw
materials go in, rockets cone out.

I NT. SPACEX, OFFI CE, HAWIHORNE - DAY

The new offices have a Silicon Valley feel in design and
efficiency. Low walls, open cubicles, Red "Mars" notif. M
carries in red TRASHCANS as she notices DOM THE HALL -

Gwnne directs a team of NASA SCIENTISTS led by Giffin to
revi ew SpaceX' s progress and success for COIS Phase 1.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY

NASA makes notes on clipboards at each termnal. Ganne
wat ches t hem observing work, noting the job of one WELDER

_ M CHAEL GRI FFIN
Wiy is he trying to build the nozzle
lock? India sells it at cost.

The wel der stops and addresses him

VELDER
Legacy parts breed | egacy costs.

He takes off his helnmet and approaches. [It's Elon!

ELON MJSK
That nozzle costs $17 on the open
market. $18 in India. See that guy?

A few feet away Chris cauterizes wires in a tube.
ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
He produces themin-house. It costs
us $3 per unit now. That's why.
Giffin reluctantly bites his tongue.
EXT. VANITY FAI R PARTY, VALET, HOLLYWOOD - NI GHT

Elon pulls up in a Roadster prototype. The crowds can't stop
staring at it. People cone up to take pictures with the car

JUSTI NE
Now, we |ook |ike Bond Vill ains.
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_ ELON MUSK _
Pi erce Brosnan Bond Vill ains, maybe.

EXT. VANITY FAI R PARTY, HOLLYWOOD - N GHT

Absol ute bedl am Hundreds of celebrities, nodels, rappers.
Chanmpagne flows. Deejays blast nusic. Bartenders. 1ce |uges.

MOVI NG THROUGH THE CROAD, it's as nuch a work event as it is
a party. Agalato the rich and powerful - Hollywood Elite.

In the center of it all: Elon! He gives the same "propul sive
l andi ng" tal k. Unlike Justine, everyone soaks it up! Ceek is
now cool . They've never had soneone |ike himat these parties.

OFF IN A CORNER -- Justine is by herself, staring at Elon.
He's so far away and grow ng nore distant.

Ki nbal conmes by, absorbing the craziness of this party and
his brother at its chic center

Kl MBAL MUSK
| never thought |'d see the day when
Elon is the cool est person at a party.

She di sm sses Kinbal, enjoying her drink.

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
Don't tell me you're jeal ous?

JUSTI NE
No! Let himtackle the [arger issues
of space exploration and cl ean energy
and general |et's-not-destroy-
oursel ves-first human advancenent.
All 1 want to do is turn out ny daily
five-to-ten Pages, read to the kids,
then to nmyself, hit the gym Recycle.

El on notices her in the corner and excuses hinsel f.

ELON MUSK
There are people here for your book.

He grabs her hand and | eads her to be swept up in the hoopl a.
I NT. SPACEX, OFFICE, HAWHORNE - DAY

Gwnne gets to her desk at work and sees a full cup of coffee.
El on sticks out his hand, waves. He's there before everyone.

LATER, CAPSULE TEST ROOM -- Elon reviews works w th Hans.
YELLI NG and LAUGHI NG can be heard fromthe factory. Elon
ignores it, but it grows too loud. He |leaves to Investigate.

FACTORY FLOOR -- Elon sees his enployees all gathered around
sonet hing. Elon breaks up the crowd.

ELON MUSK
Unless Chris's tie is caught in the
| andi ng ﬁear agai n and soneone has a
canera this time, get back to work.
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El on noves to the front. The throng opens up. Then Elon
sees - it's ROBERT DOMNEY JR ! Iron Man! Elon's star struck.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
...l can't believe its Iron Mn!

ROBERT DOWNEY JR.
I go by Robert nost days. So nice to
nmeet you. Though lron Man is why |'m
here. Technology is |ike an extension
of Tony Stark's mind. And well -

ELON MUSK
- You need to know our technol ogy?

ROBERT DOWNEY JR
No...|l need to know you.

Elon gets a text - Hans: "Is that Robert Downey Jr.?"
El on [ ooks up and sees Hans's face pressed agal nst the w ndow.

LATER, OTHER SI DE OF THE FACTORY
El on and RDJ stand in awe beside a real DRAGON CAPSULE

ROBERT DOWNEY JR. ( CONT' D)
So this is really going to take us
to Mars sone day. Ww Were do
ideas like this come fron? Divine
Intervention? Drugs? A Fortune Cookie?

ELON MUSK o
Vell, | suppose | start by thinking
froma First Principles perspective.

. ROBERT DOWNEY JR.
What is that? Can anyone do it?

ELON MUSK
Sure. First Principles asks you to
boil things down to their fundanmental
truths and say, "What are we sure is
true?" Then reason up fromthere.

ROBERT DOMNEY JR. _
Yea, you lost me. I'mnore of a visual
| earner. Maybe sone exanpl es.

INT. | RON MAN SET - DAY
The conversati on conti nues on a set tour, Justine with them

ELON MUSK
Peopl e used to say, "Nobody wants a
car because horses are great: there
are lots of them they eat grass,
and there's no gasoline to buy."

ROBERT DOWNEY JR.
We know how t hat wor ked out.
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ELON MUSK
Exactly! Peopl e now say, "Nobody
wants el ectric cars because gas cars
are great: we have them gas is cheap,
and batteries will always cost $600
er kwga?nd that's too expensive."

First Principles would ask, "Wat

are batteries nade of ? What is the

spot market value of the material ?"
(lists)

You got: cobalt, nickel, alum num

carbon, sonme polyners for separation

and a seal ed can.

ROBERT DOWNEY JR.
How much to buy it all separately?

ELON MUSK
$80 per kwh. So all you need are
clever ways to conbine it and -

ROBERT DOWNEY JR.
- you get batteries cheap enough to
change electric cars forever. Ww.

El on [ ooks for Justine's approval at his answer. RDJ notices.

ROBERT DOWNEY JR. ( CONT' D)
And how | ong have you two -

_ ELON MUSK
- going on 14 years.

. ROBERT DOWNEY JR. .
Justine, what's it like being married
to a "Man from Tonorrow' so to speak?

Justine sees Elon's worry; she is careful with her words.

JUSTI NE
Wll... You and everyone el se sees
this tech billionaire genius. | don't.
beat)
| still see the boy from South Africa

I met ny first week of ny first year
at Queen's University in Canada. He
invited me out for ice cream -

ELON MUSK
- she stood nme up

They rem nisce together. Justine glows from nostal gia.

JUSTI NE
O course. Cnon, | was -

She points to her own nodel -esque figure.

ELON MUSK
And | was -
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El on points for conparison between his face and RDJ's.

JUSTI NE
But, he refused to take no for an
answer, until | finally caved.
(resentment brew ng
He is brilliant. But also relentless,
you see. Single-mnded. Unstoppable.
Difficult. itical. Ny way or the

hi ghway" ki nd of man..
She squeezes his hand. Elon's collar is getting hot.
I NT. MJUSK HOVE, FRONT ENTRANCE, LOS ANGELES - LATE NI GHT

El on says goodbye to Justine. He rolls his suitcase out
first before exiting. The door shuts. Justine is alone again.

JUSTINE (V.Q)
Nobody truly knows or understands
the sacrifices he had to make to
becone the man he is today.

She | eans against the door. The cathedral ceilings illustrate
the loneliness she feels in this big, enpty house.
BACK TO | RON MAN SET -- She hi des her sadness w th poise.

ROBERT DOMNEY JR.

Determ nation. Sacrifice. Wnts to

make the world a better place. A

t he maki ngs of a superhero, |'d say.
Justine smles, but deep down only she knows that's his curse.
I NT. MJUSK HOVE, MASTER BEDROOM LOS ANGELES - NI GHT
Justine wal ks into her bedroom Al one.
INT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - N GHT
Elon is on his way to Kwaj, still working on his |aptop.
I NT. MUSK HOVE, MASTER BEDROOM LOS ANGELES - N GHT

Justine can't sIeeP. Elon's side is still tucked in.
Two people literally and figuratively worlds apart.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY
The teamis frantic to get off the island.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
Launch is ready. T-minus 10....9..

CHYRON: March 21st, 2007. Falcon 1, Test #2.
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL TRAI LER - DAY

El on watches the |aunch fromthe now operational trailer.
Wrden and NASA are present, observing.
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El on puts on a headset, flashes a maverick smle. Showi ne!
I NT. SPACEX, M SSI ON CONTROL, HAWIHORNE - CONTI NUOUS

The nmecca of SpaceX. 80 termi nals surrounded by three gl ass
wal | s that overl ook the factory floor. 2 stories worth of
nonitors on the fourth wall. Gwnne and the |arger M ssion
Control teamwatch Stage 1 break Earth's atnosphere.

CHEERS from enpl oyees on the other side of the glass wall.
EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY

The setup for Falcon 1 Test #2 is exactly as before. The
del uge SPRAYS. The rocket | GNI TES.

~ SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
W have ignition

The Falcon 1 flies straight and perfect.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O.S.) (CONT' D)
Systens are nom nal. Ready Stage 2.

EXT. LOW EARTH ORBI T:

Unli ke Test #1, this rocket reaches the floor of outer space.
Stage 1 separates, dropping to Earth. Stage 2 ignites.

I NSI DE ROCKET:

The LI QUI D OXYGEN fuel in the tank SLOSHES.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL TRAI LER - CONTI NUOUS

The sl oshing causes Stage 2 to gyrate during accel eration.

TOM MUJELLER (O S.)
| don't like the way she wi ggl es.

_ SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
T +4 mnutes. Stage 2 on target.

The wiggling increases into FLAILING The force at those
speeds RIPS the rocket in two.

The entire upper stage EXPLODES! M ssion Failure..

There is collective disappointnment, except NASA, basking in
El on' s coneuppance. He 1s quick to address the group

ELON MUSK
W hit Stage 2. Qur rocket technically
was in space. |ncredible progress.
W're closer. W really are, guys.

The nonitor still shows the flam ng rocket falling into the
ocean. The feed REWNDS to the explosion and it repl ays.

LATER -- The trailer has been cleared out. Elon clicks and
wat ches the broadcast al one. REWNDS. Watches all over again.
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Elon is sick with failure. The enotion quickly fades, replaced
only with his obsession to solve the probl em

| NT. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE - DAY
Worden flips through the |atest report while El on watches.

- GENERAL WORDEN
LOX sl oshing overflow.  Solutions?

- ELON MUSK '
W' re testing a new Kestrel casing
to secure the run off.

GENERAL \ORDEN
What does Giffin think?

El on doesn't want to refer to Giffin by nane.

ELON MUSK
NASA has sl owed our progress. [|'m
devel opi ng the casing nysel f.

GENERAL WORDEN
NASA is trying to help you. Let
them..or you could just quit.

ELON MUSK
|"d rather comm t sePpuku than quit.
It's expected we'll | ose some battles,
but we'll win the war.

Worden cl oses the report, happy with Elon's resol ve.

GENERAL WORDEN
Let's call that one a denp. Load
TacSat-2 on the next one. And can
you stop blowi ng up ny stuff, please?

I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLCS, CA - DAY

El on gives Kinbal the tour. Kinbal marvels at new red assenbly
machi nes aut onomously constructing car parts.

KI MBAL MUSK
Wi ch Tesla are you giving Iron Man
for his collection?

ELON MUSK
I kinda like this gray one.

They stop at the first Roadster off the assenbly line. Elon
hops into the Roadster and starts it, but it won't turn on.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
JB, this one doesn't work.

_ JB STRAUBEL
Thi s whol e row doesn't actually.

ELON MUSK
How many are |ike this?!
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~JB STRAUBEL
Maybe a third? Hard to tell. Most of
t hem haven't shipped back to us yet.

ELON MUSK
WIl we still make Novenber?

JB STRAUBEL
Novenber 2009 maybe.

El on spots Martin farther away. He fucked this all up..
I NT. LOTUS FACTORY, LONDON - DAY

El on wal ks the floor with an OPERATI ONS MANAGER.  Lotus
assenbly noves rapidly everywhere. Elon has to shout.

ELON MUSK
You're 3 nonths behi nd schedul e.
VWhere are all the Tesl as?

OPERATI ONS MANAGER
In the back.

They wal k until Elon spots a single row of Teslas. ZERO ARE
FI' Nl SHED! None are even being worked on. It's quiet here.

EXT. BATTERY FACTORY, THAI LAND - DAY
El on arrives at what he expects to be his factory.
| NT. BATTERY FACTORY, THAILAND - DAY

It's a corrupt assenbly operation. Enpty. Dusty. Equi pnent
is covered in salt deposits. A concrete manufacturing tonb.
Elon is disturbed at the sight. Sonething nust be done.

I NT. TESLA, BOARD ROOM - DAY

The entire Tesla Board neets without Martin. Speaking is
TI M WATKI NS aka "The Money Man", 40s. His specialty is finding
where the noney goes. They read his report on the Roadster.

ELON MUSK
W have a battery factory in Thail and,
anels in France, notors in Taiwan,
odies in England - all shipped here.
How t he fuck did this happen??

ANTONI O GRACI AS
Just how bad is it? Wiat's the nunber?

TI M WATKI NS
Your stated car valuation was $85, 000.
The actual valuation is $200, 000.

LARRY PAGE o
Fuck! That's a new Lanborghini. For
t hat nmoney, do they at |east work?
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TI M WATKI NS
The Roadster was al so revealed to
have 14 separate issues that wll
cause a full system shutdown.

_ ELON MJSK _
W basically have to reboot the entire
car fromscratch. Wat's the overage?

TI M WATKI NS
Forecast puts your overage at $40
mllion dollars for production.

ELON MJSK
CkaY. We do another $40 m | lion round.
["Il put in half if you all match

Larry questions the math of Elon's wealth. Elon answers it.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Yes, it's the last of ny Paypal
reserve, but | don't care. W can
fix this and produce the Roadster we
prom sed. These are nmanagenent
m st akes, not investnent m stakes.

ANTONI O GRACI AS
VWhat are we doi ng about those
managenent m st akes?

They all look to Elon. He knows what they want.

ELON MUSK
No, | can't become CEQ ..l need to
spend nore tine at hone as it is.
LARRY PAGE

Martin has taken this conﬁany as far
as it can go. He doesn't have your
ability to deliver. W need you, E

Elon mulls it over, then checks his watch and qui ckly panics.

ELON MUSK
Shit! I'mgonna be late for J's book
release. [|'Ill think about it. Thanks.

I NT. MJUSK HOVE, MASTER BEDROOM LGOS ANCELES - N GHT

Justine finishes her makeup. Her ASSI STANT shows her dress
options. An entourage of people Put her together. This is
her night. Elon holds a bouquet of |ong stemroses.

JUSTI NE
What do you nean you're investing
nore? How nuch nore? What's w ong?
(to Assistant)
The red one, Jeanie. The book is

cal |l ed Bl oodangel. C non.
ELON MUSK
$20 million. It maintains ny share

percentage. There's nore... J?



She's too frazzled to listen. She doesn't know what el se
she forgot to do. As she wanders off, Elon BLURTS out -

. ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
"' m consi deri ng beconm ng CEQ.

She stops. He finally went there.

JUSTI NE
El on, no. You prom sed ne. The kids
need their father. | need nmy husband.
ELON MUSK
| wouldn't do it if I didn't think
had to. G herwise Tesla will fail
JUSTI NE
Who gives a shit? Let it fail.
ELON MUSK
What do you nean, "let it fail?" |
can't just let it fail.
JUSTI NE

Wiy? You said it's okay to fail
Conpanies fail all the tine.

ELON MUSK _
These conpanies are |like ny kids. |
can't watch one of themdie.

Justine erupts on him He had to nake that point?

JUSTI NE
It is nothing Iike watching a child
di e!

ELON MUSK
I"msorry, | didn't nmean that -

He's cut off by her assistant, notioning it's tinme to go.
JUSTI NE _
Wiy don't you just stay home tonight?
I"mused to you not bel ng around.
She | eaves himstill hol ding the bouquet.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY
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Elon still thinks about his decision. He walks through the
factory floor, his place of peace. The workers all |ook busy,

tal king to each other in harmony. In one word: efficient.
El on conti nues wal ki ng. ..
I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLGCS, CA - DAY

...only now he's at Tesla. The nmachines aren't running.
Departnents silently stick to thenselves. |n one word:

inefficient. To Elon, another cones to m nd: unacceptabl e.




I NT. AUTOMOTI VE CONFERENCE - DAY

Martin reviews notecards backstage. He's the guest speaker.
H s assistant whispers sonething and hands hima cel | phone.

MARTI N EBERHARD
What was the final nunber?

Martin paces back and forth. Stress oozes fromhis pores.
| NT./EXT. MALIBU - DAY

El on takes conmand of his enpire |ike Tony Stark woul d.

ELON MUSK
$200, 000. Per car.
(silence)

Expectations, Martin...
I NT. AUTOMOTI VE CONFERENCE - DAY

HOST (O S.)
Wel cone Tesla CEQ Martin Eberhard!

The audi ence CHEERS. Martin's face falls. It's over.
I NT. TESLA, CONFERENCE ROOM SAN CARLCS, CA - DAY
El on neets with the remai ning execs. Everyone is on edge.

ELON MUSK
Wth Martin and now | an gone, there
are going to be a | ot of changes
here, starting with personnel.

The executives all ook worried for their jobs. Elon shows
his strength and | eadership in a roomfull of fear.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
| don't suffer fools. The m ninmum
passing grade is 'excellent'. The
n1n|nun1pa53|ng enotion is ' happy'.
It's not okay be unhappy and part of
this conpany. If you're not happy,
you get divorced.

That | ast part slipped out. He stops, but quickly noves on.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
W haven't shipped one Roadster yet.
That changes today.

I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLCS, CA - DAY

El on continues the neeting on the floor with his executive
team He carries his own |kea desk

ELON MUSK
W' Il work nights, weekends, sleep
under desks, until it's conpleted.

74.
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JB STRAUBEL
These guys need sone kind of a break.
They need to see their famlies.

ELON MUSK
You'll have a lot of tine to see
your fam|ies when we go bankrupt.

He passes in front of newy installed BATTERY EQU PMENT t aken
from Thail and. He DROPS his desk in the mddle of the factory.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
What we have to do is fucking hard.
That's why you nust use nmax effort.

LATER -- Engineers put 70 batteries together to formthe
"brick". The teans are testing it in cold and hot air.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
I want you to think ahead and think
so hard everK da% that your head
hurts at night en you go to bed.

LATER -- Engineers lower a brick into a Roadster chassis.
El on wal ks over and points out sonething they did w ong.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Let's do it again. Let's go.

El on's hard chargi ng ways push themto work |ike they never
have before. They do it again.

EXT. JEFF SKOLL HOMVE - N GHT

El on checks the tinme. 2:00am He knocks. Jeff answers.

ELON MUSK
It was too late to drive back to LA
_ JEFF SKOLL
Cone on in, buddy. |'ve got room

LATER, EXTRA BEDROOM -- Elon texts Justine, "Love UG N te."
He crawls into bed, head hurts. He practices what he preaches.

I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLGCS, CA - MORNI NG

The norning carpool of engineers enters at the sane tine
only to find Elon is already at his desk, drinking coffee,
wat chi ng brake pad sinulations on the system

LATER -- Elon finalizes tweaks on a nearly ready Roadster

ELON MUSK
Good job everybody. It's a start.

I NT. MJSK HOVE, LIVING ROOM LGOS ANCGELES - DAY

El on opens the door. The exhausted warrior is finally home.
He picks up a triplet and rel axes on the couch with him

LATER, TWNS' ROOM -- XAVIER, 3, strokes a bandaid on his
cheek while talking with his parents. W HEAR Justine's bl og.
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_ JUSTINE (V. Q)
During our nightly bedtinme chat, ny
son told us how a bully tripped him
to score the winning soccer goal.

_ XAVl ER MUSK
| didn't cry! Not once!

He puffs his chest, looking to Elon for praise.

JUSTINE (V.Q) _
Only four and he's already |earning
to suck it up and nove on.

Justine glares at Elon as she kisses her son's cheek and
holds himtight. During the enbrace -

JUSTINE (V. O ) (CONT' D)
It's no secret since he's profiled
in everything fromWred to D scovery
that E grew up in a nmal e-domn nat ed
famly In a nal e-dom nated culture,
and works in a nmal e-dom nated
industry. He lives in a highly
conpetitive world.

XAVI ER MUSK _
I'mso mad we lost. It's not fair!

ELON MUSK
Xavier, in this world there are
wi nners and losers. Fairly or
unfairly. In this case, you lost.

JUSTINE (V.Q)
He's done very well in that world.

Justine snacks Elon's arm Elon calns her. He wasn't fi ni shed.

ELON MJSK
But that's okay. Daddy fails all the
time. It's howwe learn to wn.

XAVI ER MUSK
But they | aughed and nade fun of ne.

o JUSTINE
Did it hurt your feelings? Because
it's okay to have those feelings.

El on accidental ly underm nes her point.

ELON MUSK

Don't listen to it. Those bullies
are all noise and sound. You just
focus on hearing your sound.

Xavi er”s” conf usi on)
There's a signal in your brain that
you know is true. And it wll nake
you stronger than any bully in the
wor| d. Hear the signal, not the sound.
And one day, you'll w n. Understand?
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Xavi er nods. This made sone kind of sense to him

ELON MJSK ( CONT' D)
Now, are you a winner or a |oser?

. XAVI ER MJUSK
A W nner!

He brightens. Elon waps his loving arns around his boy.
I NT. MJUSK HOVE, MASTER BEDROOM LOS ANGELES - NI GHT

El on and Justine get ready side by side. It's sadly quiet, a
growi ng space between them As Elon helps her with a necklace -

JUSTINE
From now on, when you introduce ne,
you W || say that 1'ma published
ple

novel i st, ase. | won't be | ooked
at as sone trophy wife. Thank you
ELON MUSK

Qut of nowhere, but okay. Sure..
I NT. TESLA SHOAROOM MENLO PARK - DAY
El on presents the first PRODUCTI ON ROADSTER to a happy crowd.

ELON MUSK
This is only the beginning of the
beglnnlnﬁ. W won't StOP until every
car on the road is an electric car!

OFF TO THE SIDE -- Antonio and Larry coment.

ANTONI O GRACI AS
One. He nmde one car

LARRY PAGE
Nobody wor ks as hard as that guy.
I f Elon says theK'II del i ver the
cars, | believe him

ANTONI O GRACI AS
And if he doesn't? Each nonth we
spend mllions with no cars, we kill
at the Tesla name has becone.

_ LARRY PAGE
Stop. | invested in Elon, not a brand.

ANTONI O GRACI AS
I"mnot talking about the brand.
He's the face of this thing. If he
fails, this electric car revol ution
he started fails with him

LATER, MEET AND GREET -- Elon greets a potential ELDERLY
BUYER. Justine hangs on Elon |1 ke arm candy.



78.

ELDERLY BUYER
My el dest passed 5 Kears ago. Lung
cancer. Didn't snoke a day in her
life. Doctors said it was the snpg
inthe air. W've gotta do sonething.

ELON MUSK _
That's why we're all here tonight.
But we have a |long way to go.

ELDERLY BUYER
W'l get there, won't we dear?

Justine politely smles. Elon only now introduces her.

- ELON MUSK .
Sorry. This is ny wife, Justine.

Justine waits. Her resentnment is pal pable. Elon doesn't
understand. It's a painful beat before it clicks in his head.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Right, sorry - she remnded ne to
tell people that she's a published
novelist. This is nme telling you.
Qui te good books, all biases aside.

Elon thinks he did right. To Justine, he's dead w ong.
I NT. MUSK HOVE, LIVING ROOM LGOS ANGELES - NI GHT

Still in their dress clothes, she scolds himas |oud as she
can wi thout waking the Kkids.
ELON MUSK
What did | do? You told nme what to
say. | said it. | don't understand.
JUSTI NE
You know what you did! "Justine
wanted me to tell you." | don't care

where you fit on the autism spectrum
you know that's rude. Goodni ght!

Justine stonps up the stairs. She SLAMS her door.

ELON MUSK
"' mal ways wong..

El on pulls out a check as he continues nuttering to hinself.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
But she did order a car, right?
Everything's fine. This is good.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

Thunderous rain blasts the island. Timand his team are
quickly trying to top off the fuel



I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL TRAI LER - DAY

El on waits on the "Go ahead" from NASA.
SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL

That is an abort | aunch.

Over.

79.

They wave it off.

El on throws his headset down and storns out.
I NT. SPACEX, M SSI ON CONTROL, HAWHORNE -

Elon finds Giffin beside one of the OPERATORS.

ELON MUSK

DAY

This is bullshit! W would ve gotten
it refueled. The panel would hol d.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
| don't care that it could hold, the
thermal casing isn't regulated for

t hese weat her conditi ons.
ELON MUSK

Bul Il shit! You're wasting ny tine.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
It's not your way or the highway

here. Follow the rules.

INT. SOLAR CI TY, BOARD ROOM SAN MATEO -

DAY

El on neets with Peter and Lyndon. Elon reviews their books.

The Rives are grinning |like idiots.
ELON MUSK

Let me guess? Good news again.

LYNDON RI VE
Yep! Everything' s great!

The relief on Elon's face is priceless.

- ELON MUSK
I love conming here.

EXT. TESLA GARAGE, MENLO PARK - NI GHT

Construction is underway for the delivery infrastructure.
El on does an interview wi th SARAH LACEY agai n,

SARAH LACEY, YAHOO
So... Electric cars. You did it.

ELON MJUSK

| did. And now you're the bl ogger?

_ - SARAH LACEY, YAHOO
Onl i ne ﬁubllsher. It's like a blog,

m nus t

e dirt or gossip. Sonetines.

now wi th Yahoo.
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- ELON MUSK _
| don't enjoy that part of celebrity.
Somnet i mes Eeople say fal se things
and | think, "My kids will read that
one day." Stuff that isn't even true.

SARAH LACEY, YAHOO
Stuff |like Leo Dicaprio going to
your house and buying a Roadster in
cash? Of the record, of course.

ELON MUSK
No conment. \ich %035|p bl og do |
have to thank for that one?

_ SARAH LACEY, YAHOO
Your wife's blog. Now she runbles.

El on seethes at the betrayal.
EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO CAFE - DAY
Justine reads a book in peace.

JUSTINE (V.Q)
Love going into bookstores in San
Fran. Couldn't resist picking up
Gordon Ransey's aut obi ography.

El on exits the cafe holding two coffees for himand Justine.

JUSTINE (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Yet anot her ferociously driven,
successful man who suffered an asshol e
for a father.

El on places Justine's in front of her and ki sses her forehead.

JUSTINE (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
I'm hardly saying that all uber-
successful people have brutal parents,
or that the child of a brutal parent
will grow up to be successful..

I NT. MUSK HOVE, MASTER BEDROOM LOS ANGELES - NI GHT
El on READS THE BLOG i n bed to an unapol ogetic Justine.

_ ELON MJSK _
...But in nmy experience, especially
the |last few years, anong people |
know, there seens to be an uncommonly
conmon | i nk.

El on CLI CKS another entry. He reads it to her.

ELON MUSK (CONT' D
You know you've been married for a
whi | e when you take a noment out
fromarguing to decide to go to a
Maroon 5 concert, and then resune
argui ng agai n.
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El on CLI CKS another entry. He reads it to her.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
['mdealing with the issue of just
where, exactly, to exercise this new
steel -1i ke sense of discipline. Hone
is no longer - and hasn't been for a
long time - a reliable, happy place
in which to get work done.

El on CLOSES the | aptop, dunmbfounded. There's silence.

JUSTI NE
Just say sonet hing.

ELON MUSK
['mafraid to. You'll put it on the
fucking internet. What 1s the matter
wth you? Qur private lives are
ours and nobody el se's. Understand?

JUSTI NE

Don't talk to me |ike an enpl oyee.
ELON MUSK

If you were an enployee, I'd fire

you for this. Use your head, J, for
god's sake. I'ma public figure. M
reputati on nakes sal es.

JUSTI NE
That you read all of this, and your
first thought was about your conpany -

She's CUT OFF by Elon's phone RING NG It's Mieller. He's
torn between answering it or arguing with his upset wfe.

~ JUSTINE (CONT' D)
I"'msure it's nore inportant.

She chooses for himand wal ks away, | eaving him al one.
EXT. GRAUMAN S CHI NESE THEATER, HOLLYWOOD - NI GHT

Thousands are outside for the Iron Man Prem ere. El on wal ks
on the red carpet with Justine. He's in 7th Heaven.

Towards the front, RDJ answers a reporter's question.

ROBERT DOMNEY JR
The inspiration for Tony Stark? It's
El on Musk. He's the real Iron Man.

Caneras cut over to Elon. Justine taps himto turnaround and
wave. Elon soaks in every mnute of this red carpet nonment.

LATER -- Elon interviews with those sane reporters.

ELON MJUSK
H, Elon Musk. And this is ny wfe,
Justine. She's a published novelist.
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Justine appreciates it, but it my be too little, too |ate.
I NT. GRAUMAN' S CHI NESE THEATER, HOLLYWOCD - NI GHT
A packed house watches the novie. Elon is glued to the screen.

| NTERCUT | RON MAN MOVI E AND ELON WATCHI NG THE MOVI E

| RON MAN: Soars through the clouds, testing his limts.
ELON. Smiles like a little boy, as his hero cones to life.
| RON MAN: Has a glitch in his feet propul sion

ELON G ggles and points at the screen. He called it!

| RON MAN: Crashes into his |ab destroying a few of his |uxury
cars. Behind him one car was spared: A TESLA ROADSTER

ELON: Tears up. His baby is on the screen. Validation
EXT. | RON MAN PREM ERE AFTER PARTY, HOLLYWOOD - LATER
Anong the high profile crowd, Elon geeks out with Larry.
ELON MUSK
I"mnot putting JJARV.I.S in a
Roadster. It's dangerous.

LARRY PAGE
C non, why? A I. could autodrive
Teslas or order you coffee as you
drive. Limtless possibilities!
Justine doesn't bother participating. She's checked out.
I NT. MJSK HOMVE, MASTER BEDROOM LOS ANGELES - N GHT

El on and Justine undress fromthe premere.

ELON MUSK
| don't like it.

JUSTI NE
Don't |ike what?

- ELON MUSK

Larry's excitement for A l. | should
start an R&D team and see where they
stand on it. I'mthinking in Tokyo.

JUSTI NE

Are you fucking Ki ddi ng ne right
now? You're thinking about stopping
robots fromtaking over the world.

ELON MUSK
It's a real concern.

JUSTI NE
Only to you and Larry.



_ ELON MJSK _
VWll just to ne. That's ny point.

JUSTI NE
Just like you are the only one
concerned with getting us to Mars?

ELON MUSK
That was rhetorical, right?

JUSTI NE
You don't kHOMIaHK of this you're
building will work. Your rocket won't
fly. Your electric car won't drive.

- ELON MUSK
I won't fail. I can't. Too many people
are counting on ne.
JUSTI NE

And what if you do fail? Wat happens
t hen? You gonna nortgage the house?

ELON MUSK
If we have to nortgage the house,
then we do it. We'll |ive at Kinbal's.

(quoting Iron Man) _
"There is nothing except this. The
next m ssion, and nothing el se.”

JUSTI NE
Can you not hear how i nsane you sound?
You know that wasn't you on the
screen? You're not Iron Man.

Justine sees that he's too | ocked into his position.

JUSTI NE ( CONT' D)
In college, you were a guy who wanted
to nmake the world a better place.
And it was sweet and noble. But
sonewhere along the |line you got
[ost in your "vision" and you haven't
cone back. Your mind is always
sonewhere else. It's either Mars, or

el ectric cars or Al. or flying cars -
ELON MUSK

- disa?ree on flying cars for a

nunber of reasons, the first being -
JUSTI NE _

- Shut up! | can't do this any nore.

Justine stops undressing and enters her wal k-in cl oset.

ELON MJUSK
What are you doi ng?

. JUSTI NE . .
I"'mleaving. | can't live with half
a husband anynore. | can't.

83.
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Elon wal ks into the closet to see she's packing a suitcase.
She can't see what she needs, she just packs. (This is al
hi ghly unnecessary - her assistant could do this)

CELON MUSK
You' re packing? This is ridiculous.

Wth renewed confidence, she stops packing.

. JUSTI NE
You're right. It is.

She goes back into the walk-in closet and cones back wth
H' S suitcase. Places it on the bed and packs his things.

JUSTI NE ( CONT' D)

You | eave. | actually live here.
ELON MUSK
What do you nean? | |ive here.
_ JUSTI NE
On which days of the week?
ELON MUSK
Yes, |'mworking nore now. But our
kids are healthy and happy. |'ve
never cheated. | don't have a
substance problem | take you on
ﬁlenty of trips. | don't see how |
aven't provided everything el se you
needed. | don't understand.
JUSTI NE

| know you don't understand. That's
t he problem..

ELON MUSK
How can | solve this? Tell ne.

JUSTI NE
Marriage isn't a physics problem
El on. Maybe to you it is.

ELON MUSK
J, please. Wiat do | have to do? |
won't |leave until you tell ne.

She stops packing and cal ns down enough to give hima chance.

JUSTI NE
Answer one question: \Wen?
ELON MUSK o
Wien, what? Can you be nore specific?
JUSTI NE

When will you finally stop? When
will you acconplish enough to sit
beside me and say, "I didit." W're
50? 70? People are on Mars? \When?
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She hol ds out hope, but Elon can't lie to her.

ELON MUSK
Never...It will never end...

Can this really be howit ends? 14 years. 5 Kkids.

El on steps close to her. She retracts, but not from disgust -
fromthe unfamliar intimacy they lost a long tine ago.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
| tried to be better.

JUSTI NE
Failure is a part of |earning, |
suppose.
He ki sses her cheek. One | ast feeling of | ove. They touch
for the final tinme. He heads to the door

I NT. / EXT. PACI FI C COAST HI GHWAY - NI GHT
Musk drives off, tormented over his marriage.
JUSTINE (V.Q)
| amgetting divorced. W married
young, took it as far as we coul d.
EXT. JEFF SKOLL HOVE - LATE NI GHT

El on knocks on Jeff's door. Jeff opens and i medi ately gets
the situation. Elon is a dishevel ed ness.

- JEFF SKOLL
Cone on in, buddy. 1've got room
JUSTINE (V.Q)
In the end, | wanted smal l er and

sl ower and cl oser where he wanted
grander and faster and farther. It
was a good run. And now it's over.
I NT. JEFF SKOLL HOVE, ELON S ROOM - NI GHT
Elon is now the one sleeping with one side still tucked in.
EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY
CHYRON: August 2nd, 2008. Falcon 1, Test #3.

The team scranbles to get evethhing strapped in and test
every bolt. They raise the rocket as carefully as can be.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY
El on [ ooks worn out. Ganne finds him

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
Are you okay? Nervous?
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ELON MUSK
Yea. Probably all it is. Cone. Let's
fly this thing.

I NT. SPACEX, M SSI ON CONTROL, HAWHORNE - DAY

Gwnne and Elon walk in to greet the Air Force and sonme NASA
experts, including Giffin. Mssion Control is bustling
with activity. Crowds of enployees gather outside to watch.

ELON MUSK
(to D.OD.)
W have your satellite,

(to NASA) _
And your...let's say "experinents".

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

The Falcon 1 starting point is the sane. |It's being punped
with fuel. Then gets a full systens check.

I NT. M SSION CONTROL TRAILER - DAY
El on has noved to the trailer. He is confident today.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
Falcon 1 launch in 5...4...3.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY
The del uge SPRAYS.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
.2...1...lgnition.

The rocket |GNITES. Take off goes smoothly. Falcon 1 clinbs
hi gher and hi gher, reaching beyond Earth's at nosphere.

CONTROL TRAILER (O S.)
Begin Stage 1 separation.

Stage 1 unhooks from Stage 2.
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL TRAI LER - DAY
El on doesn't npbve a nuscle. He waits.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
Separation conpl ete.

CONTROL TRAI LER
Commence Stage 2

EXT. SKY - DAY

Stage 2 releases from Stage 1, then begins thrust.

Except Stage 1 doesn't slow down and fall. It SPEEDS UP
I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL TRAI LER - DAY

El on tenses up. He can already calculate the error



87.
ON MONI TORS -- Stage 1 gets unconfortably close to Stage 2.

ELON MUSK
Pl ease don't..

EXT. EARTH S ATMOSPHERE
Stage 1 SLAMS into Stage 2. The rocket EXPLODES!

This high into our atnosphere contains barely any oxygen.
The large fireball fromthe rocket is snuffed out, |eaving
only BLUE SKI ES.

I NT. SPACEX, M SSI ON CONTROL, HAWHORNE - DAY
Al'l heads hang |ike a funeral. They fail ed.
I NT. M SSION CONTROL TRAILER - DAY

Elon's eyes dart back and forth. |s he giving into failure?
He's manic, hard to get a read. |Is it regret or defiance?

EXT. M SSI ON CONTROL TRAI LER - DAY

The trailer doors open. Elon steps through. He slowy
approaches the factory floor. Mood still unclear.

EXT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY

El on enters and | ooks around at the devastation in the room
Enpl oyees are hol di ng each other, crying. Looking for hope.

- ELON MUSK _
The nost !nﬁortant_nessage I'd |ike
to send FIE t nowis that SpaceX
will not skip a beat in execution
going forward. W are going to |aunch
#4 innediatelr. For those who don't
believe, you lack vision. For those
who don't star, you lack will. For
my part, | will never quit on SpaceX
or our mssion. | nean never!

A silent beat. How will the crowd react?

The conmpany ERUPTS. Appl ause. Cheers. Giffin even smles,
surprised. He is bonbarded with high fives and hand shakes.
His troops are devout radicals to the house of Elon

Behi nd the speech, though, Elon knows this could be the end.

MONTAGE:
A series of news outlets reporting on Elon.
I NT. FAST MONEY TALK SHOW - DAY
JimCraner rips into Tesl a.
JI' M CRAMVER

This is a car conpany that can't
del i ver cars.
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I NT. TESLA GARAGE, MENLO PARK - DAY

All the cars are marked with sone ki nd of issue.

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
Tesl a Death Watch is now at 7 nonths.
CEO El on Musk prom ses to deliver by
the end of the year, but it |ooks
less likely every day.

HEADLI NES OF THE " TESLA DEATH WATCH' BLOG APPEAR ON SCREEN
TESLA DEATH WATCH 17: Elon running out of cash?

TESLA DEATH WATCH 23: Tesla raising prices...again.

I NT. TESLA GARAGE, MENLO PARK - NI GHT

El on explains the price hike to angry CUSTOMVERS.

ANGRY CUSTOVER
It feels Iike a bait and switch. W
were told to have faith and wait it
out. We did. And now because you
screwed up, we have to pay for it?

ELON MJSK
It is a bait and switch. | admt
it. W screwed up

TESLA DEATH WATCH 28: Roadster delivery del ayed. Sound
famliar?

TESLA DEATH WATCH 31: O is it Tesla Suicide Watch?
EXT. MCGREGOR Al R FORCE BASE, TEXAS - DAY

Fal con 9 engines FIRE on the test stand. It doesn't nake it
nore than 10 seconds before glitching and shutting down.

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
Meanwhi | e, SpaceX has still not
announced its return to flight,
bri ngi ng doubt as to whether they
w || make the final COTS deadline.

I NT. SENATE COW TTEE HEARI NG - DAY

Nei | Arnmstrong, now 75, speaks before the commttee, railing
agai nst privatizing space. Elon's hero is even agai nst him

NEI L ARMSTRONG
| support the encouragenent of
newconers towards a | ower cost entry
to space. But having cut ny teeth in
rockets nore than 50 years ago, | am
not confident.

EXT. TESLA SHOAROOM MENLO PARK - DAY (2007)

El on outside with various celebrities earlier, shaking
peopl e's hands and smling for the canera.
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CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
Once considered the Iiving enbodi ment
of Iron Man, now we can only wonder
if it was all a hoax. The chil dhood
dreans of an out of touch billionaire.

- HARDBALL WTH CHRI' S MATTHEWS -- MJSGRAVE wei ghs in

M KE MUSGRAVE
He duped us. | really wanted to
bel i eve sonmeone could do all the
t hings he said. But he's a fraud.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY
El on stares up at an enpty test stand. Doubt creeping in.
I NT. GROSSMAN, SILVERSTEIN & ZAMBRANO, OFFI CE - DAY

El on neets with SILVERSTEIN, his divorce |awer. Elon's weight
has dropped considerably. He's a haggard shell of hinself.

SI LVERSTEI N
El on, you look |ike Kate Mdss. \What
happened to you?

- ELON MJSK
How much is she asking?

EXT. MJUSK HOME, LOS ANGELES - DAY

Justine opens the door and the kids run out to the car. At
the doorway isn't Elon, but MB. Elon won't go hinself.

ADAM SI LVERSTEIN (QO. S.)
She is contesting t he post nuptial .
I f deened invalid, then every dollar
from Paypal woul d becone a marita
asset, entltlln% her to half of your
estate: Tesla, Solar Cty, SpaceX

MB | eaves with the kids for Elon's visitation. Justine closes
t he door and breaks down in full on hysterics.

| NT. GROSSMAN, SILVERSTEI N & ZAMBRANO, OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Elon is in disbelief over this situation
ADAM S| LVERSTEI N

W'l fight it. But the court asks
for living expenses for her during

the trial. A mni mum anmount of -
_ - ELON MJSK
Not hi ng? | just put ny |ast reserves

into SpaceX. Can | send an |.0O U ?

ADAM SI LVERSTEI N
Don't piss off the courts with this
one. |It's a very generous anount in
our favor. This gives you options.
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ELON MUSK _
["1'l never pick those options.

ADAM SI LVERSTEI N
El on, I've known you and that stubborn
| ook for 15 years. Even if we
liquidate all of your long term
assets, w thout new revenue, by

Christmas you' |l only have enough
noney for Tesla or SpaceX. Not both.
ELON MUSK

Adan®? Start |iquidating.
EXT. JEFF SKOLL HOVE - DAY

El on watches his MLaren lifted onto a FLATBED TRUCK and
strapped in like it's a prisoner. Asset |iquidated.

EXT. BURBANK Al RPORT - DAY
A Dessault 900 private jet takes off fromthe runway.
I NT. SOUTHWEST Al RLI NES, ECONOWY CLASS - DAY

It's not Elon's. He's now crammed on the airline he nodel ed
SpaceX after. He reads the "Tesla Death Watch".

| NT. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE - DAY
El on hands in his report for the | atest crash.

ELON MUSK
It was a timng issue. W tested a
new engi ne for NASA that had nore
thrust jettisoned. But it's being
fixed now. This one will succeed.

Am dst Elon's delusion, Wrden still has to give bad news.

GENERAL WORDEN
We don't have a satellite ready to
go. Next Ratzat won't be depl oyabl e
“til March, | think. Until then, we
have to postpone our next contract.

ELON MJUSK
No. . .

GENERAL WORDEN
It's just a delay. We'll be happy
to ri

de | aunch #5.
ELON MUSK _
But we need that noney. W wll
make it to LEOthis tine. | swear.

GENERAL WORDEN
There's nothing I can do. W don't
have a payload for you. I'msorry.

El on opens his door to exit. Wrden sees his resolve cracking.



ELON MJSK
| know what you're going to say.
But no, I'mnot ready to quit.

EXT. MCGREGOR Al R FORCE BASE - DAY

Timand Tomtest their |atest engine. Tomis particularlﬁ
excited about this one even though he | ooks beaten down by
the stress. Buzza fears for Tom s sanity.

TOM MUELLER
| feel it this tine.

TI M BUZZA
You say that every tine.

TOM MUELLER

| nmean it every tinme.
Merlin 1-C FIRES, keeping steady. Then EXPLODES!

TOM MUELLER ( CONT' D)
"1l call Elon.

I NT. SPACEX, OFFI CE, HAWIHORNE - DAY
Elon is livid. He rips into Tom

ELON MUSK
So we have to start from scratch?
Can we run the other test stand?

EXT. MCGREGOR LAUNCH SI TE - DAY
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Tom's had it today, but tries to keep conposure. Timlistens.

TOM MUELLER
Yes, but not today.

| NTERCUT: Tel ephone Conversati on.

ELON MUSK
You are still on critical path!
You are really fucking us over.

TOM MUELLER
The deadline is too tight. Merlin 1-
C was nmade for Falcon 9, which isn't

supposed to |aunch for four nore
years. You're asking for an upgrade
In a few nonths. | need nore tine.

ELON MUSK
W don't have nore tinme, understand?
W nust win COTS. | won't |ose. |
can't launch ny rocket w thout a
wor ki ng fucki ng engine. So hurry!

TOM MUELLER '
Elon, | bleed SpaceX | love this
place. | love the mssion. | |ove

our passion. | even |ove you.
( MORE)
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TOM MUELLER ( CONT' D)
(controll ed) _
So, in your opinion, if you need us
to put another engine on the stand,
fine. Sure, whatever you say. | work
100 hours a week. |I'mchafed. |
opped three blisters on ny right
oot - just this nmorning. But, in

ny opinion, |I've blown up enough
fuckPng shit today!!!
ELON MUSK
Ckay, alright, that's fine. Just
calmdown. We'll do it again tonorrow.
TOM MUELLER

Under st ood. Thank you. <dick>

Tom hangs up in victory. Tinms jacked up fromthat.

TI M BUZZA
CGod, that was amazing! Fuck! | am
literally hard fromthat. Yea, | am

El on, on the other hand, is |eft hangi ng, and concer ned.
I NT. SPACEX, BOARD ROOM HAWHORNE - LATER
Gwnne and Elon go over the financials alone. It's all bad.

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
Dragon, Falcon 9, G asshopper - all
being built now, all returning zero
incone. We have to shut it down unti
we find a launch partner for #4.

ELON MUSK _
No, we stay the course. Wien #4 flies,
this wll all work itself out.

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
And what payl oad are we | aunchi ng?

ELON MUSK
W' Il make a dummy payl oad. W don't
need any custoners. W don't.

GAWYNNE SHOTWELL
Pl ease, listen. If #4 doesn't fly -

ELON MUSK
- 1f?21? It's a two second glitch
Everything el se ran fine. W already
fixed the glitch. So #4 wll work.
Are you fucking kidding? If?

GAWYNNE SHOTWELL

Don't give ne that shit. |'ve been
by your side for 6 years. You know
| believe in us. I'mtrying to keep

us alive a little |onger.
( MORE)
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GAYNNE SHOTWELL ( CONT' D)

We got ahead of oursel ves. 0, Yyes,
if #4 fails - if a screw breaks, if
a radio mal functions - shit, if a
fucking bird flies into it - it's

all over. W're out of nobney. You
can't save us fromthat.

He knows that reality. And all those reasons to quit.

ELON MUSK
Okay, OGwynne. Shut 'em down.

The PHONE RINGS in the other room M gets it, then enters.

MARY BETH
Elon? 1It's Peter and Lyndon.

INT. SOLAR CITY, BOARD ROOM SAN MATEO - DAY
El on stares at them It's not good news. They | ook to Elon.

ELON MUSK
Pl ease tell nme this isn't real

I NT. NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE - DAY

Men and wonen at their desks in hysterics. The Nasdaq is
plummeting. MIllions are |osing everything.

CHYRON: Sept enber, 2008.

PULL AVAY from the desks to reveal chaos on the trading floor
Every trading screen is RED. Full on alarm by everyone.

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
This is what financial Armageddon
| ooks like. Red screens that scream
"Sell! Sell! Sell!"

EXT. MORGAN STANLEY, NEW YORK - DAY
Enpl oyees exit with their belongings. |It's all over.

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
Nbr?an StanIeK Is closing its doors,
decl ari ng bankruptcy this norning
after 115 years as one of the |eading
financial Institutions.

INT. SOLAR CITY, BOARD ROOM - DAY

' LYNDON RI VE
Wt hout Mdrgan Stanley, the round
couldn't close. Wat do we do?

Elon's in disbelief. Like every problemrecently, Elon says -

ELON MUSK
W stay the course. 1'll float you



I NT. CGENERAL MOTORS FACTORY - DAY

The factory
bi gger, the lights brighter.

The factory's machines conme to a HALT.

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
Am dst the economc crisis, GV
decl ared bankruptcy. The Anerican
Car, for many, 1s dying.

I NT. TESLA, BOARD ROOM - DAY

The board neeting just started and there's already panic.

JB STRAUBEL

GWw!  Are you kidding? If they failed,

what chance do we have?

El on chuckl es at hearing that concern again.

ELON MUSK

Did you call Valor? What'd they say?

ANTONI O GRACI AS
No. TheY sai d no.
(expl ai ni ng)

There's no car to buy. You're behind
delivery by 10 nonths. W spent $115

mllion nore than we started wth.

ELON MUSK _
Roadst er production is com ng alon%,
but I can't make payroll next nonth.

ANTONI O GRACI AS
Sell Model S "nmenberships” early.

ELON MUSK
How do you suppose | sell cars now,
Ant oni 0? TrK to i magi ne expl ai ni ng
to someone that they should buy an
electric car. Sure, everything you
read about us sounds like the car's
shit and we're dooned, and we're in
a recession so there's no credit for

you anywhere because banks everywhere

are _goi ng under, but yes, give ne

$125,000 for a sports car In 2 years.

ANTONI O GRACI AS
Daim er would have an interest in
our battery. Sell that. Sell the
|.P. to Ford. Sell Tesla outright.
| don't really care. W're out of
options before this thing inplodes.

INT. CAR SERVI CE - DAY

MB sits next to Elon with nore problens to address.
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Is Stines as large as Tesla. The machines are
The power of Detroit.

The |ights TURN OFF.
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_ MARY BETH
Ti m says he needs a new LOX tank.

ELON MUSK
Sure. W need to just buy in bulk
at this point. Enough already.

MARY BETH
You can't afford it.

ELON MUSK
I know that, goddamit. Wat el se?

MARY BETH
Gol dman Sachs cal l ed. You'll max out
your credit extensions if you proceed.

ELON MUSK
(enmbarrassed)
Proceed. What el se?

I NT. JEFF SKOLL HOME, KITCHEN TABLE - NI GHT

Jeff and Elon eat take-out burgers and fries for dinner.
Jeff eats relaxed, while Elon stuffs his face quickly.

JEFF SKOLL
If you could get the investors for
Tesla, how nmuch woul d you need?

ELON MJUSK
$40, 000, 000.

JEFF SKOLL
Fuck me. That's a |lot of cheese.

Elon pulls a wad of his cheese fries and eats it.

ELON MUSK
Depends on your relative scale.

Jeff sees the stress on Elon's face as he gorges hinself.

JEFF SKOLL
You bit off nore than you could chew?

Elon has a mouth full of burger. He nasticates dramatically
to show Jeff that he can chew anything. He swallows it all.

ELON MUSK
| have to get back to work.

El on puts his burger package in the trash and goes upstairs.
I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY
El on scol ds engineers while reviewing their report.

ELON MUSK

What is this? | said the fuel nust
test at 60% efficiency. Run it again!



El on yells at hel pl ess, nervous workers wal ki ng by.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
Does the Max Q l ook right to you?
(nobody responds)
Does it look right to anyone?!

LATER, CUBI CLES, NI GHT -- Everyone's gone, but El on and MB.

MB's ready to | eave. She approaches Elon cautiously. He's
catatonic rewatching the #3 crash footage on his conputer

MARY BETH
Just a rem nder tonorrow s call wth
JBis at 7:30 a.m and then pick up
at Jeff's at 815 am D d you pack?

ELON MUSK
Pack what? | don't have tine.

El on continues watching. M exits nonentarily.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
| didn't dismss you.

A few seconds and she cones back with a small carry-on bag.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
What's this?

MARY BETH
Your bag. | packed for you.

He opens it, pulls out two of the bright blue shirts.
ELON MUSK

Can't wear these. Toyota is blue.
These have to be red. You know that.

MARY BETH
|'ve never needed to know that.
ELON MUSK
| don't want to hear that. | want a

red fucking shirt!
He throws the shirts and they GENTLY FLOAT to the ground.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Pretend that | ooked dranmmtic.

The phone RINGS. M noves for it.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
| didn't dismss you.

MARY BETH
But the phone...

96.
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ELON MUSK
| don't give a shit who's on the
fucki ng phone when | am speaking. |
didn't dismss you! |I'm speaking!

The phone KEEPS RING NG El on TRASHES the entire office
space as MB stands petrified to nove.

H's YELLS turn soft. The whi npers of a man near his breaking
point. The phone STOPS RING NG He finally gives up and
slunmps into his chair.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
You're di sm ssed.

The phone again RINGS. This time MB exits to answer it.
Perm ssion or not, she is going to help him

MARY BETH
Yes. Elon's unavailable to handle
that, but email me right now.
(sits down
Uh- huh. We'll have that out in the
norning. Geat. Thanks, Janet.

She doesn't | eave him choosing to go back to work.
I NT. JEFF SKOLL HOVE, ELON S ROOM - N GHT

Elon stares at the ceiling. Blanket tightly grasped, head
barely ducks out fromthe covers. Regression settling in.

EXT. ERROL MUSK HOME - DAY (1982)

Elon is by hinmself building his nodel rocket. Nearby, Kinba
plays tag with some friends. He notices what Elon is doing.

YOUNG KI MBAL
Don't. Dad's napping inside.

Elon is in his own world, not listening. He places the rocket
on the stand and |lights the fuse. In seconds, it BLASTS OFF
El on stares in wonder as it soars high into the sky.

Then just as quickly, it falls back down, CRASHING into the
gutters and KNOCKI NG an entire panel off of the roof.

The other kids see the crash and think it's awesone! El on,
however, quickly worries about the repurcussions.

I NT. ERROL MUSK HOVE - DAY (1982)

Elon carefully enters hoEinE_Errol didn't hear. He rounds a
corner. And there, in the kitchen, is his father

ERROL MUSK
What were you building a rocket for?
You pl anni ng on goi ng sonewhere?

Elon is too scared to speak. Errol places a book on the
table. Elon's Master Plan notebook.
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ERRCL MUSK ( CONT' D)
You left this inside.

El on's precious book in his father's control. Errol flips
through it - stops on Elon's drawi ng of an Anerican Fl ag.

ERROL MUSK ( CONT' D)
Ch, you want to go to America? Ckay.
Then let's play "Anerica.'

CU CK CUTS of Elon forced to do all the chores around the
o se: smeeﬁ the | eaves; clean the gutters; scrub the floors
th a toothbrush. Errol screans in his ear the whole tine.

ERROL MUSK ( CONT' D) .
Wl cone to Anerica, boy! Isn't this
fun? Still wanna go’>

Elon is reduced to a punished little boy. Elon tries his
hardest to not cry in front of his father.

ERROL MUSK ( CONT' D)
Do winners cry? Answer ne! Do
W nners cry?!

ELON MUSK
No!

Elon starts to break down. Tears well up in his eyes.

ERRCL MUSK
Are you sure? You sure | ook |ike
you're crying. You think you can do
anything you want. But you can't.

ELON MJSK
Yes. | can..

ERROL MJSK
VWhat was that?

El on's anger swall ows every tear. He | ooks his father dead
in the eyes. Pure fiery rage, like a lion.

ELON MJUSK
YES | CAN'!

I nstead of shock, Errol is pleased with his pupil

ERRCL MUSK
Good. W m ght make a nman outta you,
yet .
I NT. JEFF SKOLL HOVE, ELON S ROOM - MORNI NG
Elon still stares at the ceiling. The doorbell RINGS. Elon
won't nove. The doorbell RINGS 12 nore tines, like it's being

rung by an annoyi ng ki d.
EXT. JEFF SKOLL HOVE - MORNI NG

El on opens the front door. |It's Kinbal
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KI MBAL MJSK
You | ook like shit. Good thing I
br ought reinforcenents.

El on peers through and sees Elon's boys! They are playing
on the front lawn with MB. Elon finally smles.

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
Take a shower and get dressed. Now.

Even in this stupor, Elon listens to Kinbal and goes upstairs.
EXT. LOCAL YMCA - DAY
El on' s boys play on the playground as the brothers talKk.

ELON MUSK
I never thought of nyself as soneone
who coul d have a nervous breakdown.
Li ke, what kind of pussy has a nervous
breakdown? But this has been bad.

KI MBAL MUSK
If you keep going this maK, you're
going to end up alone with not hing.

ELON MUSK _
But 1'mnot alone. Even now I'mw th
ny brother, my kids, ny assistant.

REVEAL -- MB stands a foot away; They smile to one another.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
| couldn't be less alone if | tried.

. KI MBAL MUJSK .
Do you miss the old days at Zip?

ELON MUSK
I renmenmber being broke. Taking showers
at this YMCA. | renenber what it was
like to have nothing. | didn't forget.

Kl MBAL NUSK
Okay -- but do you miss then?

ELON MUSK
Not at all. W weren't naking a damn
bit of difference in the world. |If

we got hit by a bus, our |egacy woul d
be %PS busi ness programmers.

Kl MBAL MJSK

| mss them Do you know why? It's
because we made stuff. No Investors
or bottomlines or public inage or
any of it. Al we had was the sinple
j oy of nakin? stuff together.

(points to sk
That up there? Not your |egacy.

(points to the boys)
That right there is.
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ELON MUSK

| know t hat.
KI MBAL MUSK

So why put yourself through this?
ELON MUSK

That rocket works. Wien it flies,
"1l have done what was thought to
be inpossible. And thus, inpossible
wi |l Dbe disproven. Nothing will be
i mpossi bl e any | onger. For anyone.
I"mdoing this for them

EXT. JEFF SKOLL HOMVE - LATER
Ki mbal drops off Elon and the boys.

KI MBAL MJSK
You gonna be alright?

ELON MUSK
"1l survive

KI MBAL MJSK
Good. One last thing.

Ki mbal hands El on sonething. Elon takes it.

ELON MUSK
VWhat's this?

Elon looks at it. It's a check. A $5 mllion check

KI MBAL MJSK
A |l ot of ﬁeople depend on you for a
reason. They believe in you. | believe

in you. You can do anything, E
El on hugs his brother tight, tears in his eyes.

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
Now go make stuff.

I NT. JEFF SKOLL HOVE, LIVING ROOM - EVEN NG

El on spins around his twins. The triplets play with trucks.
He displays a rare level of joy just playing with his kids,
drawi ng strength fromthem

I NT. JEFF SKOLL HOVE, EXTRA BEDROOM - NI GHT

El on kisses all his boys goodnight. Xavier teases his Dad.

- XAVI ER MUSK
Are you a winner or a |loser?
ELON MJSK _
Most people think your Dad is a | oser.
XAVI ER MUSK

It's just sound, right?
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ELON MUSK
(renewed strength)
Yes, It Is.

I NT. TESLA, BOARD ROOM - DAY

El on | ooks at his adversaries. All are on the sane side,
but not for this battle. El on gathers his thoughts.

ELON MUSK
If we're out of equit% i nvestors
then |'masking this board for $40
mllion. $40 mllion and |I'lIl match
it, dollar for dollar.

ANTONI O GRACI AS
But you don't have anythi ng anynore.

ELON MUSK
"Il classify the round as debt. Al
assets as collateral.
(stern)
W'll fail to nake payroll and 80
bankrupt on Christmas Day at 6: 00pm

The Board is stunned. Elon grabs his coat to | eave.
ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
['lIl leave you to it. | have to get
back to finishing these cars.
I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY
El on has gathered the entire staff.

ELON MUSK .
| called you all here today to give
you sone bad news.

I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLCS, CA - DAY
El on continues the speech to the Tesla teamas well.
I NTERCUT: Both factories (unless noted otherw se)
ELON MUSK
We are just about out of noney. W've
got enough for one | ast shot...
- SPACEX, Gwnne knows but nobody el se does.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
...At LEO

- TESLA, JB knows but nobody el se does.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
...at delivering these cars.

El on rel axes into accepting the possibility of the end.
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ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)

Now, |'mnot stopping. | don't quit.
| don't give up. Ever. [If | have to
bui | d engi nes out of ny garage,

will. But | can't succeed on ny

owmn. Not this tine.
H's humlity only strengthens his conviction.

ELON MJUSK ( CONT' D)
If this is too much for you, I
understand. You have famlies to
think of. 1'lIl personally call your
next enpl oyers.

Enpl oyees from every department consider his offer.

_ ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
But if you stay - If you choose to
endure the long hours and the hard
work and the stress and the sl eepl ess
ni ghts and the m ssed di nners and
followthis vision with me - | prom se
you, we wll survive..

It's as bold a prom se as you could have, but all of his
soul believes it. The workers feel it too.

ELON MUSK (SCC]\IT D)
And we wi |l succeed.

Elon waits for this to sink in. Then, he sinply asks -

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Now, what are you gonna do?

CUT TO
I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY
Engi neers everywhere either build parts or test parts.
I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLCS, CA - DAY
Factory workers, like a pit crew, assenble cars, bit by bit.

| NT. MCGREGOR Al R FORCE BASE, BUNKER - CONTI NUOUS
Tom and his teamstand ready. Timis with them

TOM MUELLER
Let's scare sone cows!

I NT. TESLA GARAGE, MENLO PARK - DAY

The "defective" cars have parts pulled out. Transm ssions
are going in. These cars are getting finished.

EXT. MCGREGOR Al R FORCE BASE - DAY

Another Merlin 1-C engine is on the test stand. Merlin FlRES.
The force BLASTS air in a 4 acre radius. Cows scatter!
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I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY

Wrden arrives with his own team hel ping with adjustnents.
EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY

Timand Tomarrive with nore trpoES and the new Merlin engine.
Elon is already there working with the assenbly team

ELON MUSK
Al ways fashionably |ate.

) TI M BUZZA
We do like to make an entrance.

I NT. KWAJALEIN, MACHI NE SHOP - LATER
The team gat hers around, debating a key issue.

TOM MUELLER
We coul d renove the radi o assenbly.

TI M BUZZA _
Wul d that | ower enough wei ght?

Elon quietly attenpts to answer the question.

“MJUSK LAND': various equations build around phrases - 'scale
reductions', 'thrust varient', "yaw turn'. Then El on stops.
ELON MUSK

Yes. 20% reduction would result in a
t hrust need of 200l bs/second. Do it.

TI M BUZZA

How t he hell did you know that?
ELON MUSK

You taught rme.
TI M BUZZA

| didn't teach you that.

to his team
Whaddya standi ng around for? You
heard the man. Do it!

TimMs soldiers scatter to their sergeant's commuands.
I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLOS, CA - NI GHT
JB shows Elon the progress. 2 nore cars are finished.

_ ELON MUSK
We're doing better. Daily reports?

JB hands hima | arge binder to read.
ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)

From now on, reheat the al um num
scraps and reuse them No nore waste.
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EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

Timclocks his teamon a wet test of the |aunch prep.
| NT. SPACEX, M SSI ON CONTROL, HAWIHORNE - DAY

M ssion Control in full assenbly testinﬂ the | aunch protocol.
Gwnne wor ki ng on conmuni cations with the Kwaj team

' GAYNNE SHOTWELL
Green light on our end, Kwaj.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY
The end of the wet test is the green light. Timclocks it.

TI M BUZZA
Two hours, 14 minutes. Let's do
better. Start it up again.

INT. JEFF SKOLL HOME, KITCHEN - NI GHT

El on wal ks in and finds sonething on the counter: A BLOCK OF
CHEESE, a CHECK for $2 million, and a NOTE that says, "You'l
need all the cheese you can get - Jeff Skoll." Elon |aughs.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY
Giffin arrives for NASA inspection. He |ooks at a panel.

M CHAEL GRI FFI N
Welding still leaves an exit dinple.

Elon's weary. Is Giffin going to roadbl ock nore itens?

M CHAEL GRI FFI N ( CONT' D)
We have sonmething for that. It's a
shoul der-1ess conical tool. The bit
can be withdrawn w thout creating a
defect. |I'Il have sone sent here.

ELON MUSK
| appreciate it.

M CHAEL GRI FFIN
We're not all useless here, you know.
The nost incredible advancenents

still happen under that synbol.
It's not Mars, but it is sonething.
ELON MUSK

It certainly is. Thank you, M chael.
EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - LATER

Merlin, now attached to the Falcon 1, fires_slightly as a
pre-launch nmeasure. The valve spews nore |iqui

TI M BUZZA
El on, we have a real problem here.
The LOX is boiling off. [It's bad.

W' re | osing 500 gal |l ons per hour.



El on doesn't show panic. He's a calm ng presence.

ELON MUSK
kay. Can we seal the issue?

_ TI M BUZZA . '
Not |ikely. The power distribution
system needs new capacitors.

NEXT OFFICE -- Tomis on a call and very excited.

_ TOM MUELLER
(into phone)

That is great! Yes. We'll take them
(hangs up)

Tim TWS5 has them You gotta go now.

- ELON MUSK
Take the jet. |It's faster.

TI M BUZZA
Real |y? To M nnesota? This is the
wei rdest job ever, man.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY
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Timlands with the capacitors. They are quickly being | oaded.

TOM MUELLER
Let's hustle, people. Let's go!

LATER -- Final test with the Stage 2 engine. Tomis nervous.

TOM MUELLER ( CONT' D)
Kestrel 1-D as in "Do not fuck this
up" 1Is a go.

The engine FIRES. It huns. |It's a good sound. Tom | ooks at
his watch: 30 seconds. It hums. And huns sone nore.
TI M BUZZA
Pl ease God. 1'll sto

mast ur bating...on meeﬁdays.
Tom |l ooks at his watch: 120 seconds.

TOM MUELLER
Al nost there...

The fire stays steady. Tom | ooks again: 160 seconds.

The% PUSH a button. The rocket quietly powers down. Tom
| ooks at the final tinme: 180 seconds.

Timand Tom cel ebrate. Tom video calls El on.

TOM MUELLER ( CONT' D
Elon, test confirnmed! |I'mout o
your critical path.

INT. ELON' S PRI VATE JET - DAY
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El on uses his jet only to/fromKwaj. He watches their joy.
| NTERCUT: Skype Vi deo Conversati on.

ELON MUSK
You guys are awesone. Thank you.

_ _ TI M BUZZA
Did he just say, "Thank you?"

TOM MUELLER
That's what | heard.

ELON MUSK
Don't get used to it.

He hangs up. Elon can't celebrate. He reads Tesla reports...
I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLCS, CA - NIGHT

El on hands a binder back to JB. He sees 3 nore failed
i nspection cars. For every two steps forward, another back.

_ ELON MUSK
Daily reports?

JB hands hima new, thicker binder. Elon is visibly weak.
JB STRAUBEL
You need a break. If you die, who

will throw their noney away on us?
Elon is too tired to fully |augh

ELON MUSK
Haven't you heard? 1'mlron Man.

As he | eaves, he points to some active assenbly machi nes.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
If those machines aren't necessary,
shut them off and everything we don't
need until we make it through this.

I NT. SPACEX, CONFERENCE ROOM HAWHORNE - DAY

El on | ooks over the new daily reports. Any car guy woul d
drown in this many details. H's eyes are bl oodshot.

A HAND SLAMS a check on the table. It's Gwnne.

ELON MUSK
VWhat's this for?

GAYNNE SHOTWELL o
For you. For taking us to the finish
line. Now do the same for Tesl a.

ELON MJUSK
Gwnne, | can't.
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GWYNNE SHOTWELL
You' ve never said "I can't" in your
whole life. Yes. "You can." Pay ne
back when #4 | aunches.

He smles at her. Chris enters. He places a check down.

CHRI' S THOVPSON _
Nobody has ever given ne this kind
of autonony before. This is ny way
of giving back.

Timand Tom enter.

TI M BUZZA
W flew in coach, don't worry.
~(places check) _
| figure once we colonize Mars, we're
gonna need electric cars up there.

Tom pl aces his check down.

TOM MUELLER
You believed in what | could do before
| even knew if | coul d. | didn't

think it would work. Now it's real
MB enters and places the final check down.

MARY BETH
I'"'mat Tesla so nmuch, | deserve a
car.

The original teamis all together, ready to battle for El on

ELON MUSK
Wiy are you all doing this for ne?

GAWYNNE SHOTWEL L
If you had the chance to go back in
time and work with Howard Hughes
when he was creating TWA. |f you
had a chance to be there at that
nmonent when it was the dawn of a
brand new era, wouldn't you want to
do that? That's why |'m here.

TI M BUZZA
That's why we're all here.

El on has no words. A man so close to the edge of sanity, and
now he can't help but think one thing -

ELON MUSK
Is this |legal ?

GAWYNNE SHOTWELL

No. I'Il collect it and have SpaceX
"loan" it to you.
ELON MUSK

There it is.
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I NT. TESLA, BOARD ROOM - DAY

El on signs over the last of his account.

ELON MUSK
We del i vered anot her 20 cars.

Wil e positive, it doesn't have an effect on Antonio.
ANTONI O GRACI AS
The board wll review the debt round
and give you our response.
EXT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLCS, CA - DAY
Elon gets in his Roadster, M joins him

~ ELON MJUSK
You' re buying | unch.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - EVEN NG

El on wal ks around the factory. Al of the enpl oyees have
left. He stares at DRAGON on the test stand. He hops in.

He grabs the controls and plays with it like he's in an arcade
ganme, making rocket noises and yelling fake comands.

LOOKI NG THROUGH THE COCKPI' T W NDOW ELON | MAG NES

The Capsul e taking off, flying through the factory ceiling
and heading into -

OQUTER SPACE

Stars whip past. It's the magic of space flight. Elon's
coffee floats in Zero G The MOON passes by the w ndow.

He's now flying through deep space. Mars is only a tiny red
dot - but it's growing |larger as he gets closer.

REVERSE ANGLE AT ELON
We're not in the Dragon Capsule anynore. W're in -
I NT. ERROL MUSK HOME, BOYS' BEDROOM - NI GHT (1982)

Young Elon lays on his back | ooking through a slanted skylight
covered by sheets to | ook nore |ike a hexagon cockpit.

He holds a video gane controller as a command stick. He's
in his own world of imagination. H s happy place.

END OF | VAG NATI ON

Elon smles. Through all the stress, he cheers hinself up.

Gwnne sees it, but doesn't disturb him Elon then speaks -
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ELON MUSK _ _
Wen | was 12, | nmade ny first video
game, Blastar. Taught nyself from
scratch howto do it. Sold it for

$500. | was so proud, it nade ne
angry. | had an existential crisis.
expl al ns)

| was readi ng N etsche and
Shopenhouer, which you shoul d not do
as a 12 year old, FYI.
(conti nues)
Then | read H tchhiker's Quide to
the Galaxy. [It's the question that
matters. The answer is the easy part.
(he asks hinsel f) _
"What is the nmeaning of life?"

That was the question Elon would spend all his |life answering.

GWNNE SHOTWELL
Get sone rest. Big day tonorrow.

OGwnne | eaves himto his thoughts.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY

The birds chirp. The sun shines.

CHYRON: Sept enber 28th, 2008. Falcon 1, Test #4.
I NT. KWAJALEI N, BARRACKS - DAY

An alarm RINGS! Everyone is out of their bunks and noving
to their battle stations. They are fired up.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

Engi neers answer the call to action in every corner of the
island. This is watching soldiers in the m dst of war.

I NT. KWAJALEIN, PAYLOAD HANGAR - DAY

Techni ci ans | oad the PAYLOAD into its casing.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY

The casing is placed onto a horizontal Falcon 1 that sits on
a ROCKET RIG The Rigs' hydraulics LIFT the rocket vertically
and connect it to the stand. Workers connect the FUEL PUVP.

LOX condensation shoots out the rocket's side vent val ves.
They finally renove the fuel punp and | eave the |aunch site.

A WELDER wearing a M CKEY MOUSE T-shirt wal ks toward us.
C'U on Mckey Muwuse. He has a devilish grin on his face.

CUT TGO
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EXT. DI SNEYLAND, ANAHEIM CA - DAY

A VENDOR with the same shirt gives Elon and Kinbal churros.
The binest day of his life and his brother took himto

Disneyland to relax. Elon is anything but calm

ELON MJUSK

You took nme to fucking D sneyl and.
Kl MBAL MUSK

You needed to cal m down today.
ELON MUSK

| don't know how to do that.
Kl MBAL MUSK

Look at it this way - You can't fix

what you al ready fucked uP. So you

ei ther fucked up your whole life and

it was al ways 90|n? to end this way.
(El on buys that)

Or...you just so happened to do

everything right and it took until

this monent for you to succeed.
(takes a bite)

Ei ther way, enjoy a churro.

CUT TGO
SPACEX LI VE STREAM NG WEBCAST

A TITLE SCREEN with the Sﬁacex | ogo, like a novie studio. A
Di scovery Channel -style show on the Falcon 1 |aunch begins.
The webcast explains every part of the launch in detail.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
The Fal con 1 provides the world's
| omwest cost ride to orbit for snal
Payloads. It al so acts as devel opnent
or the nuch |arger Falcon 9 which
will take man to outer space.

[t PLAYS throughout the following until the |aunch is ready:
| NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWIHORNE - DAY
The factory DOORS OPEN. PRESS fl oods in. Gwnne handl es them

GAYNNE SHOTWELL
Wl come to SpaceX, everybody. Fol |l ow
me. There is so nmuch to show you

M SSI ON CONTRCL -- The nonitors have the |aunch viewabl e.
The entire conpany wat ches through the glass wall.

SECOND FLOOR -- Caneras are set up to handle all the nmarketing
blitz for this event. GOwmwnne produces the webcast.

GWNNE SHOTWELL ( CONT' D)
As you can see behind nme, we are
stream ng this historic event live
for the entire world.
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CAMERA ROOM -- Of to the side of the floor is a makeshift
SpaceX Newsroom It's their own personal reporting team
They will be live, broadcasting the play-by-play.

EXT. HAWAI I Al RPORT - DAY

Elon's jet arrives. He is then guided to a HUEY HELI COPTOR
EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - DAY

Wrkers close the vent valves when it's this close to | aunch

I NT. / EXT. PACI FI C OCEAN - DAY

The Huey aﬁproaches Kwaj. Elon stares out at his island.
H s | ast chance rem ni sces for a nonent.
ELON MUSK

Now we | ook i ke Bond Villains.
Sean Connery Bond Vill ai ns.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY
The Huey | ands. Elon sees all the hustle of his workers.

The crane pulls amay fromFalcon 1. It's the |ast step.
Fal con 1 is ready..

CONTROL TRAILER (O S.)
W are go in T-mnus 15 m nutes.

I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

El on neets Kinbal inside. The team concludes prechecks.

KI MBAL MUSK
"' m proud of you.

ELON MUSK
Real | y?

KI MBAL MUSK

If it launches? Sure, why not?

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTRCL (O S.)
Fal con 1 precheck conplete. W are
go for |aunch.

They | ook at the nmonitor. Falcon 1 stands all alone. Elon
t akes a personal nonment and | ooks up to the heavens.

ELON MUSK
['mjust wishing to any entities
listening. Please bless this |aunch.

El on grabs the controls. 1It's tine.

ELON MUSK ( CONT' D)
Falcon 1 is a go. Fire when ready.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTRCL (O S.)
Copy that.



112.
I NT. SOLAR CITY, BREAK ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Peter and Lyndon watch the webcast. The?/_ have a mniature
Burning Man statue on their desk. They light it on fire.

_ PETER RI VE
Light up the world, E.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
Launch in T-m nus...

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWIHORNE - CONTI NUOUS
Factory workers watch through the glass wall.

. SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)

I NT. NASA HQ CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Giffin and Worden watch from NASA's M ssion Control.

A SPACEX M SSI ON CONTRCL (O S.)

INT. 1RON MAN 2 SET, DRESSI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

RDJ watches while PA's strap Iron Man's chest plate on him
I NT. JEFF SKOLL HOMVE - CONTI NUOUS

Jeff watches on his couch.

3 SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)

I NT. MJUSK HOVE, LIVING ROOM LGOS ANGELES - CONTI NUOUS
Justine watches with the five boys.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - CONTI NUQUS

The del uge SPRAYS for maybe the last tine.

I NT. TESLA, FACTORY, SAN CARLGCS, CA - CONTI NUQUS

JB watches with a crowd of Tesla workers. Al nervous.

, SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)

I NT. SPACEX, M SSI ON CONTROL, HAWIHORNE - CONTI NUQUS
Gwnne watches on the nonitor, fully confident.

. SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)

I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - CONTI NUOUS

El on stares intensely at the screen. This is for everything
he's worked towards. He nods to control.
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CONTROL ROOM
Go for | aunch.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
We are go for ignition

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SI TE - CONTI NUQUS

Fal con 1 BLASTS OFF the platform

I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

The room RUMBLES as the rocket rises above the tower.
EXT. SKY:

Up in the sk¥, the rocket flies higher and hi gher, going
Mach 1. So far, so good.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - CONTI NUOUS

The press now join the enplorees to watch through the w ndow.
They all have the same awed | ook as the Apollo 11 crowds.

EXT. SKY:
Stage 1 accelerates sideways to Max Q thrust.

_ SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
T+ 2 mn. Comece Stage 1 Separation.

The shackl es on Stage 1 UNHI NGE

' SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O. S.) (CONT' D)
Separation conplete. Fire Stage 2.

But Stage 1 doesn't fall away. The timng is off again. Stage
1 ACCELERATES just |ike Launch #3. WIIl it hit?!'?

I NT. KWAJALEI N, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY
El on sees Stage 1 catching Stage 2 on the nonitor.

ELON MUSK .
Cone on, baby. You can do this.

EXT. SKY:

They are about to hit! At the |last nonent, Stage 2 finds
anot her gear and SPEEDS UP. It keeps Stage 1 at bay |ong
enough to thrust itself far away and into Low Earth Obit.

_ SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
T+5 mn, Stage 2 on target.

I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

Elon lets out a long held breath. And then takes an even
deeper breath. This is the final step...
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EXT. LOW EARTH ORBI T:

St age 2 pushes deeper into orbit. They have never gotten
this far. No chance to fix errors. Anything could go w ong.

- SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O S.)
Commence Fairing rel ease.

The NOSE OPENS. Like peeling away a pistachio shell, the
casing is released. Tinme for deploynent.

o SPACEX M SSI ON CONTRCL (O S.) (CONT' D)
Fairing rel eased. Deploy Payl oad.

The "dummy" Payl oad DI SCONNECTS from Stage 2.

A tense beat. Stage 2 throttles down but is right behind
it. So nmuch can go wong right here..

Then, as graceful as a butterfly, the Payl oad outstretches
its solar wings and soaks in the sunlight. The Payl oad gets
carried away Into LEO Stage 2 fades from view.

M SSI ON COVPLETE.

SPACEX M SSI ON CONTROL (O.S.) (CONT' D)
Payl oad depl oyed. M ssion success!
Falcon 1 is a mission success!
I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWIHORNE - DAY

Enpl oyees, friends, and famly on the floor nunber in the
t housands cel ebrate |like they just won the World Seri es.

I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

The room screanms with so nuch joy. Chanpagne bottles pop!
Elon cries, his face buried in his hands. Kinbal hugs him

KI MBAL MUSK
I"mproud of you! [|'m proud of you!

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY
Timand Tom hug and shout at each other like two little Kids.

TOM AND TI M
Al'l you! No! Al youl!

I NT. SPACEX, M SSI ON CONTRCOL, HAWHORNE - DAY

The teamis ecstatic. Gwnne, Chris, and MB junp up and down.
I NT. TESLA FACTORY, SAN CARLCS, CA - DAY

JB and the entire factory cheer in delight.

I NT. MJUSK HOMVE, LIVING ROOM LGOS ANGELES - DAY

Justine can't help but crack a smle. He really did it.
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I NT. KWAJALEIN, TEMPORARY M SSI ON CONTROL - DAY

Elon is imedi ately escorted out to his helicopter.

- SPACEX WEBCAST REPORTER (O. S.)
We are getting word that CEO El on
Musk wi [l be joining nonentarily.

I NT. SPACEX, FACTORY, HAWHORNE - DAY

The cel ebration hasn't slowed down. They can hear the
hel i copter touch down.

The BAY DOORS OPEN. Elon enters. The conBany ERUPTS! Even
menbers of the press and NASA can't hel p but cl ap.

El on stands in front of a raucous crowd. He is the tried
and true rock star - their |eader. Caneras capture this nonent
for the world. They quiet as Elon prepares to speak

ELON MUSK

A lot of people thought we coul dn't
doit. A lot. But Ka know t he sayi ng,
"Fourth tines the charm"

(1 aughs, then serious)
One of the npbst significant
achievenents in the four billion
year history of Earth will be when
man becones a nultipl anetary species.
For the first tinme, our rocket begins
the steps toward nmaking that possible.
This is a truly historic day.

El on sees all the happy famlies. He checks his phone - his
background is Justine and the kids. His sacrifice for mankind.

I NT. NASA HQ LOBBY - DAY
Gwnne and Elon await their COTS fate. NO SOUND except -

RECEPTI ON
M. Misk?

He follows her. We hear Elon's shoes KNOCK on the tile.
I NT. NASA HQ M CHAEL GRIFFIN S OFFI CE - DAY

STILL NO SOUND. M chael directs Elon to sit in a chair.
M chael speaks. It's hard to tell if it's good or bad.

I NT. NASA HQ LOBBY - LATER

STILL NO SOUND. Gwynne reads a magazi ne. The KNOCKI NG ?roms
closer as Elon re-enters. Gwnne stands. Elon, in ful

enoti onal outburst, hugs her. As Gwnne pulls away, she
smles and | aughs: Good!

I NT. KIMBAL'S MOUNTAI N LODGE, LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

CHYRON: Col orado. 5:00pm Christmas Day, 2008.

Ki mbal cooks. Elon stares at two | aptops.
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KI MBAL MUSK
A wat ched pot never boils.

ELON MUSK
Stoves don't deal with wifi.

LAPTOP #1 SCREEN -- Transactions processing for the wire
transfer of NASA's noney.

Ki mbal brings Elon a bow of RED SKITTLES. Elon passes, too
di stressed. Kinbal peers at the second | aptop.

LAPTOP #2 SCREEN -- Enmil for Tesla Bankruptcy proceedi ngs.

KI MBAL MUJSK
They have an hour left. They'll call

LATER -- Al quiet. Kinbal builds a fire. Elon sketches in
a notebook at the table, nervously |ooking at the clock.

A phone RINGS, startling Kinbal and Elon. It was Kinbal's.

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
Fal se alarm Turning it off.

' ELON MUSK
Gve a guy a heart attack why don't -

El on's phone RINGS. They freeze. Elon takes a big scoop of
Skittles and scarfs them down. He picks up, but can't speak.

ANTONI O GRACIAS (O S.)
Check your enail.

LAPTOP #2 SCREEN -- New Email. Elon opens it. [It's from
the Tesla investors. They matched Elon's $40 nillion.

~ ANTONI O GRACI AS (O.S.) (CONT' D)
Merry Christmas. <dick>

El on, overconme with enoptions, runs outside for air.
EXT. KIMBAL'S MOUNTAI N LODGE - N GHT

Elon's heart races as he stands on the patio in just his
socks. They quickly soak fromthe snow. He doesn't care.
He ROARS! Kinbal joins him glad to see Elon free once nore.

KI MBAL MJSK
So? Wat's the next adventure?

A COMET shoots across the sky. Then another. Elon smrks.

KI MBAL MUSK ( CONT' D)
You already started, didn't you?

I NT. KIMBAL'S MOUNTAIN LODGE - NI GHT
On the table is a famliar conposition notebook. On the

open page is a sketch for an air-powered rail system
tentatively titled: HYPERLOOP
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He has al ready started indeed...
FADE QUT:
I NT. STANFORD UNI VERSI TY, HALL B, GRADUATI ON - DAY

In full cap & gown, Elon receives a STANDI NG OVATI ON as he
is presented wth an honorary degree fromthe school he |eft
(not quit) to chase his dreans.

Fromthe front row, Kinbal shows his brother support - by
hol ding out 2 fingers and nouthing, "2 days" on repeat.

The audi ence quiets down and takes their seats. El on begins
hi s keynote speech to the graduating cl ass.

ELON MUSK
Life has to be about nore than sol ving
probl ens. Be inspired. Do things. Be
proud to be a part of humanity.

EXT. TESLA SUPERCHARG NG STATI ON, NEVADA - DAY
A brand new MODEL S finishes charging at a Tesla Stati on.

ELON MUSK (O.S.)
And when you are inspired, work hard
at it. Every. Single. Day.

CHYRON: Tesl a rel eased the Mbdel S Sedan in 2012. Mtortrend
unani nously voted it "Car of the Year". Consumer Reports
gave it the highest rating of any car in its history. 99/100.

The Mbdel S PULLS QUT and hits the open road.

~ELON MUSK (O S.) (CONT' D)
[f you put in 100 hours of work and
your conpetitor puts in 50 hours...

ON ONE SIDE OF THE H GHWAY -- m |l es of housing devel opnents,
all with SOLAR PANELS on their roofs.

CHYRON: Solar City is the |argest solar _ener%y services
provider in the U S. and the 3rd largest in the world.

ELON MUSK (O S.) (CONT' D)
...then what it takes thema year to
do, you'll acconplish in 6 nonths.

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HIGHWAY -- is the battery producing
G GAFACTORY, the largest man nade structure in the world.

CHYRON: Tesla acquired Solar Gty in 2016 for $2 billion to
becone a one stop shop for clean, renewabl e energy.

ELON MUSK (O. S.) (CONT' D)
But be prepared to fail...A lot.

EXT. KWAJALEIN, LAUNCH SITE - DAY (FLIGHT #1 CRASH, 2006)
The Falcon 1 EXPLODES in md-air shortly after |aunch.
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ELON MUSK (O . S.)
So what happens when things 80 wr ong?
When times get tough? What do you
do when you're one msstep away from
total fallure? Do you quit?

Bel ow, the MACHI NE SHOP is on FIRE. Elon watches the SpaceX
logo nelt. Workers pull danmaged equi pnment fromthe ocean.

~ ELON MUSK (O. S.) (CONT' D)
There's going to be a | ot of noise -
a lot of sound - doubting you.

| NT. SPACEX, EL SEGUNDO - (2002)
The first tinme Elon stood inside his factory. It's enpty.

ELON MUSK (O S.)
DON T LISTEN TO I T.

I NT. SPACEX, HAWIHORNE - (FLI GHT #4 SUCCESS, 2008)
SpaceX is filled with workers, rockets, and hi gh-tech gear.

ELON MUSK (O S.)
Stay focused and find your signal -
t hat sound only you can hear that
points you in a single direction.
Hear the signal, not the sound.

On ELON' S CALENDAR, MB adds a new event: LAUNCH #5.

ELON MUSK (O. S.) (CONT' D)
And when you hear it, and you wll,
it wll say one thing to you: Believe.

EXT. LOWEARTH ORBI T, FALCON 9 FLI GHT (2016)

As Falcon 9 hits Max Q Stage 1 DI SENGAGES. Stage 2 continues
flying as Stage 1 falls back to Earth...until it REFI RES

ELON MUSK (O S.)
Believe in the research, the theories,
the cal cul ations, and the results.

Deftly, the booster's propul sion systemguides it, targeting
a BARGE in the Atlantic Ccean trying to "catch" the rocket.
Stage 1 touches down softly, |anding upright on the barge.

CHYRON: On April 8th, 2016 SpaceX s Falcon 9 booster becane
the first successful reusable rocket in space history.

EXT. PAD 39A, FALCON 9, CAPE CANAVERAL - AFTERNOON (2017)
Fal con 9 LIFTS OFF fromthe pad where Apollo 11 made history.

ELON MUSK (O . S.)
Believe in the attenpts, the failures,
t he set backs, and the progress.

CHYRON: On February 19th, 2017, SpaceX successfully |aunched
their first mssion fromNASA' s Pad 39a to resupply the I.S. S
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I NT. SPACEX, OFFICE, HAWIHORNE - NI GHT (2017)

As the lights SHUT OFF, we stare down the end of a |ong
hal | way. TWO LARGE FLAGS hang - both of Mars. One as the
Red Planet. One filled with green plants...and people...

ELON MUSK (O S.)
Believe in the vision.

CHYRON: Today, SpaceX is worth nore than $12 billion.

LOOKI NG THROUGH A COCKPI T W NDOW

A Dragon Capsul e ZOOVS t hrough deep space.

REVERSE ANGLE AT PI LOT

It's Elon in a full astronaut suit. Stars reflect off his
hel met. The faster he flies, the faster stars whip past. A
LARGE RED OBJECT appears at the bottom of the reflection.
Its size grows as he gets closer. W know what it is...

ELON MUSK (O. S.) (CONT' D)
And above all, believe in yourself,

.MARS. .. He's on his way...

ELON MUSK (O. S.) (CONT' D)
And say, "Fuck it. | can do anything."

FADE QUT:
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