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FADE I N ON:

THE MOST DEPRESSED MAN ON PLANET EARTH.

KYLE HAMBERG 31, wears an exhausted face, bl oodshot eyes,
and several days worth of facial scruff. He sports a short-
sl eeved shirt and tie conbo, and he's working off at |east a
week's worth of al cohol -induced hi bernation.

But nore than anything, he has the | ook of a man resigned to
the fact that his msery isn't going away any time soon.

KYLE
Un ok... Here goes... It's been
roughly thirty-tw days since |
| ost ny soul mate, |over, and all-
around best friend. And so as a
result, I"'mstill stuck in kind of
a state of enotional disarray.

PULL BACK to reveal that Kyle is standing in front of a |large
CLASSROOM CHALKBOARD t hat reads: "WELCOVE TO SCI ENCE CLUB!'!"

In front of Kyle are roughly twenty-five TEENAGE NERDS, al
wearing various comnbi nations of coke-bottled gl asses, acne
scars, and Gandalf T-shirts.

Kyl e stares out at his class with eyes that beg for synpathy.

KYLE
So, if you don't mind, there are a
fewthings | need to get off
chest to anyone who wll Ilisten.

I NT. THERAPI ST' S OFFI CE - DAY

CLOSE on the simlarly depressed face of a beautiful and

rof essi onal woman. ASHLEY WALLS, 29, tears welling behind
F{ cute glasses, sits heavily in a leather chair and lets it
all out.

ASHLEY
The pain of loss is universal.
Every day peopl e experience how it
feels to | ose soneone they |ove,
and sonehow they find a way to

survive. | think if | keep
rem nding nyself of this, at sone
point it'll start to help... R ght?

I NT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - DAY - SI X MONTHS AGO

Kyl e paces anxiously in front of Ashley, who sits staring at
an assortnment of APPLI CATI ONS and BROCHURES.



ASHLEY
VWhat the hell is the Costa R ca
Fel | owshi p?

KYLE
This is what |'ve been talking
about. It's a totally insane
oceanograﬁhy expedition. This
thing is huge! -- It's how that guy
froml| ast week's "Deadliest Catch”
got his start!

ASHLEY
Kyl e, that guy from "Deadli est
Catch" actually died. Don't you
remenber, the epi sode was dedi cat ed
in his loving nenory. W both nade
contributions to his children's
coll ege funds. You can't be
seri ous!

KYLE
I"mtotally serious, this is ny
dream job. And I want you to cone

wth ne.
ASHLEY

Come with you? You nean to live?
KYLE

On a boat! For two years! [In the

waters of the Pacific Ccean, the
nat ural habitat of Kyl e-3000 and
Ashbur ger over here.

Kyl e gestures to a | arge aquari um where TWO TROPI CAL FI SH
swi m about, oblivious to the scene in front of them

Ashl ey just stares back at Kyle, totally speechl ess.

KYLE
C non Ash, haven't you ever wanted
to live on the precipice of
somet hi ng bi gger than you?
Sonet hing totally unknown?

ASHLEY
No. Absolutely not. | want to live
on the precipice of indoor plunbing,
and air conditioning, and Qui znos.
What about having a famly together
soneday |ike we tal ked about? Isn't
t hat bi g and unknown enough for you?



KYLE
Yeah, that's all great, but |I'm

trying to really expand our |ives
here. Toget her.

ASHLEY
So expandi ng our |ives together
means abandoning ny famly, ny job,
and ny future so ny boyfriend can go
carry out his aquatic death w sh?

Kyl e | owers his eyes and heads towards the bedroom

KYLE _
You' re upsetting the fish. And
it's not a death wish... It's a

life w shl!

Kyl e stornms into the bedroom and SLAMS t he door behi nd him

INT. ASHLEY'S PRIUS - DAY - TWO MONTHS AGO

Ashl ey weaves through highway traffic while she and Kyle are
| ocked in the heat of an argunent.

ASHLEY
This makes no sense. You're a
teacher! How could you decide you
don't want to have kids now?
You' re surrounded by themall day!

KYLE
Exactly, and those freak shows put
the fear of God in nme. | nean

what if | wind up with a slut, or a
super - depressed eno-freak, or a kid
who refuses to wear anything but

jean shorts? | don't think I could
andl e t hat.
ASHLEY

This is bullshit, Kyle. You never
used to be afraid of being a parent
bef ore.

KYLE
Yeah, well that was until |
overheard the captain of the field
hockey team advi sing her [unch
table that if a girl has sex with
two guys who both have chl anydi a,
t hey cancel each other out. Then
there's the twenty-five kids in the
Art Club. Turns out they're all a
bunch of gl ue huffers!

( MORE)



KYLE( CONT' D)
Yeah, they were supposed to neet
| ast week to design the new
Homecom ng float, instead | found
them all behind the equi pnent shed,
pupils fully dilated and strung out
on industrial strength paint
t hi nner.

ASHLEY
Ok, obviously sone kids slip through
the cracks. But that's what nakes
getting it right as a parent one of
t he nost rewardi ng experiences two
peopl e can share together.

KYLE
Right, | know, but how am | supposed
to help raise a decent kid if |'m
spendi ng every day struggling to
survive the perils of life at sea?

ASHLEY
Oh, so this is about you taking the
fell owship then? Because you don't
think we can have a future together
that will make us both happy?

Kyl e pauses for a beat before answering. Ashley reads his
hesitation and angrily starts to FLOOR THE GAS PEDAL.

KYLE
Woa, ok, slow down, | didn't
answer yet -- Let's just continue

our di al ogue!

ASHLEY
You hesitated. That's an answer.

Ashl ey, super pissed now, digs her fingernails into the wheel
and SWERVES the car through several |anes of traffic. O her
cars BLARE THEIR HORNS. Kyle tries to control his fear.

KYLE

Whoa-whoa -- Use your signal! Use
your signal!

I NT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - DAY - ONE MONTH AGO

Kyl e and Ashl ey, red-eyed and brokenhearted, face each other
in the center of a big WHITE COUCH. Their arguing is over,
all that's left nowis the gravity of this painful nonent.

After a long beat of silence, Kyle finally speaks.

KYLE
So... Are you sure?



ASHLEY
Yeah... Are you?
Kyl e nods sadly.
KYLE

Yeah. So this is it then?

She | eans towards him wwapFing_hin1UE in her arns. He
squeezes her back tightly, looking Iike he doesn't want to
ever |let go.

It is clear that this isn't just any other hug. It's
serious, it's enptional, and it's final. This is their
goodbye.

After a long beat, Kyle and Ashley pull apart and stare into
each other's bleary eyes one | ast tine.

CUT TGO

I NT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

K%Ie sits in a pathetic heap on a LAWN CHAIR in the center of
the room He's wapped uE to his neck in a blanket and
eating dried pasta fromthe box.

There's no sign of Ashley |left anywhere. Mst of the

furniture and wall decorations are gone. In the back closet,
T-shirts, sports jerseys, and tennis shoes |ine one side --
Loose hangers and noth balls fill the other.

Kyl e stares sadIY t hrough the aquarium glass. Kyle-3000 and
Ashburger are all he has |left now

I NT. FRIEND S HOUSE - NI GHT

Ashl ey wanders around a HALLOWNEEN PARTY by hersel f, dressed
up as ARVEN, Liv Tyler's character from"Lord of the Rings."

She's the only person in costune at the party.

A CUTE QJY in a cardigan wal ks by, eyeing her get up.
ASHLEY
It's from"Lord of the Rings." You
know, Arwen the EIf Maiden?

CUTE QUJY
Uh- huh. ..

He brushes past her, |eaving Ashley al one and enbarrassed.

- ASHLEY
The E-vite said costunmes encouraged!



I NT. KYLE' S HONDA - DAY

Kyle sits in a daze behind the wheel, stuck at a red |ight.
On the radio, the infectious chorus to "Every Little Thing
She Does |Is Magic" by The Police blares out.

Kyle stews until he can't take it anynore.

KYLE
FUCK YOU, STING!!

Kyl e, shaking with rage, |ooks out his wi ndow to the driver
next to him |It's a TERRIFIED OLD LADY. The light turns
green and she speeds away. Kyle is left to hate hinself.

CUT TGO

I NT. KYLE'S CLASSROOM - DAY - NOW

Kyl e | eans agai nst the chal kboard and lets out a big sigh.

KYLE
So, that's all 1've got. Thanks to
all of you for listening... | am

now happy to take your questions,
assum ng you have any.

A FRUSTRATED CGEEK in the back row rai ses his hand.
FRUSTRATED GEEK

Does this nean we won't be shooting
off mni-rockets on the soccer

field today?
KYLE
Yes. |'d rather die than shoot off

m ni-rockets with you right now. So
the answer to your question is yes.

The Science Nerds all start to GRUVBLE to thensel ves.

KYLE
Anyone who wants to go is free to
| eave the classroom You will
still receive your extra credit.

On cue, the ENTIRE CLASS OF CGEEKS rises as one and FILES OUT
the open door. Well, alnpbst the entire class. Left behind
is one LOVABLE LOOKI NG TEEN who renains quietly seated at the
center of the room His nane is CHARLI E FORRESTER

KYLE
What about you, Charlie? You
t aking off too?



CHARLI E
No. | thought 1'd hang around. You
know, in case you still want to talk.

Kyle smles. He's genuinely noved by Charlie's goodw || .

I NT. THERAPI ST' S OFFI CE - DAY

Ashl ey wipes a final tear from her eye and strai ghtens out
her jacket, conposing herself.

ASHLEY
Oh boy... It feels good to let al
t hat out.
(glances at her watch)
And it | ooks |ike we're finishing
up right on tine too.

@ aring at Ashley fromacross the roomis a CONFUSED PATI ENT
laid out on a LEATHER COUCH

The Patient gl ances UP at a CERTI FI CATE on the office wall
that reads "Ashley Walls - dinical Psychol ogist."

PATI ENT
X, but what does droning on about
your break-up for forty-five
m nutes have to do with ny cat
getting run over by a dunp truck?

ASHLEY
Well, uh, I was going to | ead off
wi th that next week, but...
relationship with Kyle was ki nd of
run over by a dunp truck... A
figurative du truck. Kyle was
sort of like the cat and | was--

PATI ENT
--1 don't want to be charged for
this session.

ASHLEY
k. Yeah-yeah, that's fair.

The Patient grabs her purse and blusters out the door,
shaki ng her head as she goes.

PATI ENT
Un-frickin'-believable..

As the Patient storns off, Ashley's white-haired, 65-year-old
col | eague, CYNTH A BREASTON, pokes her head in. She sees
Ashl ey rubbing her tenples in an obvious state of distress.



CYNTHI A
Ashl ey... What's going on?

ASHLEY
Ch nothing, just bottling up all ny
wor st feelings and darkest
enotions... Hold on a sec, |I'm
al nost done. ..

Cynthia gently renoves Ashley's hands from her tenples and
pulls her up to her feet.

CYNTH A
Let's take a wal k.

EXT. SOCCER FI ELD - DAY

Kyle and Charlie nethodically set up a series of M N -ROCKETS
al ong the sidelines of the school soccer field.

CHARLI E
So, if Ashleﬁ is so perfect, why'd
you two break-up? You have sone
I nternet chick on the side or
sonet hi ng?

KYLE
No, cone on, nothing |ike that.
It's just... \Wen you're in |ove

wi th soneone, all you wanna think
about are the things you both want
t hat you al ready have, not the

t hi ngs that she wants that you
can't give her.

CHARLI E
You nean |i ke an orgasnf?

KYLE
No, dude... Kids. She wanted kids,
ok?

CHARLI E

Ohhh... So you shoot bl anks, huh?
Hol ster's | oaded but the chanber's
enpty? Gotcha. |It's cool man

not hing to be ashaned of.

KYLE
No, what | nmean is... Oh, forget it.

Kyl e crouches and aligns the rockets in a perfect row



EXT. DC STREETS - DAY

Ashl ey and Cynthia wal k and tal k down the busy sidewal ks of
Washi ngton, DC. They each sip |large coffees as they go.

ASHLEY
And then he had this crazr dr eam of
t aki ng an oceanography fellowship
in Costa Rica and living on a boat
together for two years... It was
just never what we had pl anned, and
I can't make a rash decision that
will only cause us to resent each
other in the end.

CYNTHI A
That's a nature outlook. [It's
difficult to be so self-aware in
situations |like this.

ASHLEY
Do you think maybe | shoul d cal
hin? | nean, just to check in?
CYNTHI A

Is that all you want? To check-in?

ASHLEY
| just want sonething. W were
together for five years and there's
this massive void in ny life now.
And it's all nade up of these tiny
things that | can't get back. Like
waking up in the norning, and him
getting us coffee or me picking up

muffins. Is there anything so dam
wrong about neeting for coffee and
a muffin?

Cynt hi a ponders for a nonent.

CYNTHI A
| saved a scone for nyself in the
frid?e yesterday. W could split
it if you want...
Ashl ey sighs. Not quite the answer she was | ooking for.

EXT. SOCCER FlI ELD - DAY

Kyl e supervises as Charlie lights a LONG FUSE t hat connects
to the mni-rockets. The fuse catches and starts to BURN.



10.

KYLE
This cold turkey approach to break-
ups is slowy killing me. | think

| should call her. Just to say hi,
you know? Just to say hi.

CHARLI E
I don't know, man. In seventh
grade, | had nmy heart eaten alive

by Melissa Cotello and |I've sworn
of f wonen ever since. Nowny life
revol ves around hardcore gam ng,
classic rock, and the pursuit of
science, and | have to say -- I'm
much, nmuch happier as a result.

KYLE
So you think I should take up
hardcore gam ng instead of calling

her ?

CHARLI E
Everyone has to find their own
specific path in life, but... Yes.

That's ny advice to you, yes.

Kyle and Charlie turn towards the rockets as the fuse burns
out. The rockets BLAST OFF into the air.

For a couple of science geeks, it's an awesone sight.

CUT TGO

I NT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Kyle sits on the awn chair at the center of his apartnent.

He watches an ol d "Shark Wek" on TV and stares at his cel
phone, which rests silently on the floor.

I NT. ASHLEY'S APARTMENT - SAME

Ashley sits Indian-style on her couch, waiting at the exact
same nonent for her phone to ring as well.

Ashley has finally had it. She grabs a bottle of beer, sucks
down a long chug of liquid courage, and gets set to dial,
when t he phone suddenly starts to RING in her hand.

It's Kyle. She answers immedi ately.

ASHLEY
Hel | 0? -- He-hello? Kyle??

| NTERCUT W TH:



I NT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - SAME

Kyl e quivers at the sound of Ashley's voice.

KYLE
Yeah, hey, it's Kyle! How are you??
ASHLEY
I'm.. I'"'mgreat. |'mawesone, |'m--
Wait, no, I'"msorry. That was all a
lie. I'mterrible. How are you?
KYLE

Ch, you know... Still generally
wi shing for death.

ASHLEY
I'mglad you called. 1've really
m ssed you.

KYLE
|"ve really m ssed you too.

A |l ong beat.

KYLE
Do you think... Maybe we should
nmeet up? Get together or
somet hi ng? You know, not hing
maj or, just sonething for--

ASHLEY
--For closure. Right? Just as a
way to--
KYLE
--Exactly Yeah, closure. W
deflnlteIK need to close this t hi ng
up right her It still feels.
relatively open, so yeabh, let's jUSt
cl ose her up while we still can.
ASHLEY
k. What's a good day for you?
KYLE
Un.. Well, I'mfree right now.
ASHLEY
Really? 1t's one-thirty in the
nor ni ng.
KYLE

C ﬁou've got sonet hi ng
90|ng on t hen?



12.

ASHLEY
No -- No, I'"'mfree. You want ne to
head over?

KYLE
Door's unl ocked, just come on in.

ASHLEY
&, I"'mon ny way.

They both hang up and race to prepare for the neeting.

I NT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - HALF AN HOUR LATER

Ashley lets herself inside the apartnent and sees Kyle parked
in his lawn chair, watching TV.

ASHLEY _
Hey. What're you doi ng?
KYLE
OCh, hi. Just, uh, watching sone

old VHS s from "Shark Week" 2003.

They both turn to the TV and watch a MASSI VE GREAT WHI TE bear
down and inhal e AN ENTI RE SCHOOL OF UNSUSPECTI NG FI SH.

KYLE
(exceedi ngly depressed)
That was awesone.

Ashl ey wal ks over to the fish aquarium and | ooks inside.

ASHLEY
Hey, what happened to nmy fish? D d
you get rid of her?

KYLE
OCh, Ashburger? No, | fell into a
deep depression sleep for about 72
hours after the break-up and kind

of forgot to feed them |'mpretty
certain that Kyle-3000, um.. Ate
her. I'mvery sorry.

(sensitive beat)
Here, sit down.

Kyl e pulls another |awn chair into the center of the room
Ashl ey parks herself inside it.

ASHLEY
m t he one who shoul d be sorry.
had known you were gonna be
ng in patio furniture | never

f
itti
d have taken the couch.

I’
I I
S t
ul



13.

KYLE
No, conme on, that was your couch
You supplied the couch when we
nmoved 1 n, you had every right...

Kyle smles at her and scoots his |awn chair closer to hers.

KYLE
Do you feel any closure yet?
ASHLEY
No. Not really. Do you?
KYLE
No. I'mstill just a gaping, w de-
open hol e of enotional agony.
ASHLEY
This is just so inpossible. It's

i ke losing so much nore than just
a boyfriend. You're the best
friend |I've ever had in ny whol e
life. | mean, my next best friend
was probably Jenny Bates in

el eventh grade and | stopped
talking to her after she told the
westling teamthat | went down on
our shop teacher, M. Lonbardo.

KYLE
D d you?

ASHLEY
No! She was a total bitch! That's
nY poi nt . I'n1tmentr-nine years
old and the only truly great friend
I"ve ever had | all of the sudden
have to erase fromny life. And it
just... It fucking sucks!

Ashl ey faces the floor and tries to keep her eyes from
welling up. Kyle puts a hand on her armto confort her.

KYLE
Well, who's to say we can't stil
be friends?

ASHLEY
Friends |ike, you mean, start
hangi ng out again friends? Cone
on, that never works.

KYLE
No, not just as friends. As best
friends. You said it yourself.

( MORE)



14.

KYLE( CONT' D)
That's what we were, and that's
definitely what we can still be.
ASHLEY

I don't know... What if that just

makes thi ngs worse?

Kyle is struck by a burst of inspiration. He darts into the
bedroom and races back into the living roomcarrying a HUGE

MODEL OF A MOLECULAR COVPOUND

ASHLEY
VWhat's that?

KYLE

This is the key to saving our
friendship. eck it out, it's the
nol ecul ar conpound for water.

ASHLEY
. ..

KYLE

Thi nk of water as what our
rel ationship was |ike for the past

five years. It's made up of two
parts hydrogen -- a shitload of |ove
-- and one part oxygen -- basic
human conpani onship. It's all held

together by attractive forces, which
for our purposes represent all the
sex and stuff we had to conbine the

two el enents.

Ashl ey watches as Kyle starts to break apart the nol ecul e.

KYLE

Now, if we sinply just elimnate
the attractive forces, then we can
create a reaction that separates

t he nol ecul es.

(pull's apart the nolecul e)
Resulting in two totally unique

el enent s!

Kyle hol ds up the nodel, which now contains only oxygen
el ements. Ashley stares at it wth wonder.

KYLE

And this is what's left.

Oxygen.

Perhaps the nost vital substance on
pl anet Earth. And the scientific

equi val ent to friendship

This is

what we could still be together.

Ashley's mind is blowm. It alnost

makes t oo nmuch sense now.



15.

ASHLEY
So, we could still be best friends?

KYLE
Yes! Total BFFs!

ASHLEY
| mean, it could work... But we'd
have to |l ay sone ground rules first.

I NT. KYLE'S KITCHEN - M NUTES LATER

Kyl e and Ashl ey pace around the cranped kitchen space, both
hol di ng yel |l ow LEGAL PADS and pens.

ASHLEY
We'll need sone kind of guide to | et
us know what is on and off limts
for our friendship at all tines.

KYLE
Li ke a Decl arati on of Co-Dependence?

ASHLEY
Sounds a little vague. How bout
t he Ex- Mobnogam sts' Manifesto?

KYLE
Abit mlitant... On -- | got it.
(proud)
The Friendship Constitution.

Ashl ey ponders it, then nods.

ASHLEY
We should start drafting i mediately.

I NT. KYLE' S BEDROOM - M NUTES LATER

KKIe and AshIeK are hunched over a tiny desk, scribbling out
the terns of their Friendship Constitution.

ASHLEY
Ok, we need to start with the nost
important thing first and forenost.
(beat)
No sex.

_ KYLE
Right. None whatsoever under any
ci rcumnst ances.

Kyl e starts scribbling away on the | egal pad.
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KYLE
(readi ng al oud)
Thou shalt not... Have sex... Wth
t hee.
ASHLEY

Yeah, um you don't really have to
wite it up in Ten Commandnents
style. It just sounds a little--

KYLE
--Archaic? Right. Good call
(scratches it out)
kX -- NO SEX. That says it al
really.

TH RTY M NUTES LATER

Kyl e and Ashl ey are pacing the room brainstorm ng nore rules.

ASHLEY
Here's one. No badgering the other
person about their break-up
reasons. No whining from nme about
you not wanting to have kids, no
nudgi ng from you about us going to
Costa Rica together. Sound good?

KYLE
Put her on the board.

AN HOUR LATER

KYLE
Alright, and if said friendship
activities carry on well into the

ni ght and/or early norning of the
day' s chosen event, no party shoul d
feel obligated to sleep over at the
ot her party's place of residence.

ASHLEY
Ok, and if said party decides that
it is best to sleep over at the
other party's place of residence,
Party #2 w |l provide sl eeping
arrangenents in a room separate from
Party #1's primary place of rest.

Kyl e scribbles it all down furiously.
KYLE

Wait, hold on. | don't think | have
any idea what that actually neans.
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ASHLEY
It means one of us takes the bed,
the other gets the couch.

KYLE
Thanks. Got it.

AN HOUR AND A HALF LATER

Kyl e and Ashley are running on funes. Kyle is spread-eagled
over the bed, Ashley sucks down coffee straight fromthe pot.

ASHLEY
Ch, | got another one. Neither of
us should feel obligated to talk
about an% new person we m ght be
dati ng, but conversations regarding
new rel ati onshi ps shoul d be

conducted with conplete honesty.

Kyle stirs on the bed, scribbling on the pad wi thout even
[1fting up his head.

ASHLEY
You got that one?

KYLE
(barely consci ous)
Yeah. Yeah. Honesty. Yeah.

Ashl ey nods proudly and takes another sw g of coffee.

ANOTHER HOUR LATER

It's finally dawn and Kyl e and Ashley are both curled up in
exhaust ed heaps on the bed. As first light starts to creep
into the room Ashley's eyes slowy open.

ASHLEY
Oh shit. Kyle, wake up. W're
sleeping in the sane bed. W're
al ready breaking rul e nunber twelve!

Kyl e wi nces at the sight of sunlight.

ASHLEY
It's ok. I'Il go sleep in the
ot her room

KYLE _
No -- No, wait. It's just |awn

chairs out there... I'll go.
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ASHLEY
Are you sure?

KYLE
Uh- huh. ..

Kyle pulls hinself off the bed and grabs a pill ow

ASHLEY
Thanks... You're a great friend!

CUT TGO

I NT. KYLE'S CLASSROOM - DAY

Kyl e wheels a TV and DVD player into the classroom His
STUDENTS all stop their chatter and | ook up.

KYLE
Ok, last second change of | esson
pl an today. For purely educati onal
pur poses, we're gonna be screening
t he ground-breaking film "Wird

Science"... Wiich will, uh, teach
you all about sone exciting new
properties of science... Wich are

sonetimes weird. Take notes.

Kyle starts the novie and parks at his desk. He whips out
the scribbled up Friendship Constitution and resunes editing.

I NT. COMPUTER LAB - DAY

Kyle sits in front of a school conputer, typing up the fina
draft of the Constitution. He nakes sure every word is
perfect and every nmargi n | ooks as professional as possible.

As he works, a super-cute teacher named NATALIE sits down
next to him Kyle makes nervous eye-contact with Natalie and
instantly M N M ZES t he docunment on his screen.

NATALI E
You on Myspace?
KYLE
VWat? Unh, no. Well, | used to be,

back before it got too corporate
and | started getting all these
wei rd sex nmessages and erectile
dysfunction emails.

Natalie smrks
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NATALI E
No, | nmeant right now You | ooked
alittle nervous. Like you had
sonething to hide. | know the old

coot who runs the lab is really
cracking skulls on that kind of
t onf ool ery.

KYLE
Oh... Yeah. Right. | guess you
caught ne red-handed then...
NATALI E
I"'mNatalie. O M. Lawer. It's
Zy first year teaching. |'ve got
gebra Il Trig and AP Cal c.

Kyle would really like to sit and chat, but he's got bigger
fish to fry right now

KYLE
k... Cool. Good luck with al
t hat .

Natalie gets up and takes the disappointing hint. Kyle's in
no nood to flirt today.

NATALI E
Alright, well... I'"ll let you get
back to those boner enmils then.
KYLE
(not even |i stening)
G eat, yeah, thanks. 1'Il see ya

ar ound.

Kyle pulls up the FriendshiP Constitution doc and resunes his
wor k, but then suddenly realizes he's been kind of a dick.

He calls out to Natalie before she reaches the door.

KYLE
Hey, wait -- You said Natalie
Lawl er, right?

NATALI E
Yeah.

KYLE
' m Kyl e Hanberg. AP Chem Bi o,
and Physics... I'll add you as a

friend. You know, on My/Space.

Natalie sm |l es.
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NATALI E
k. Thanks. | accept.

Kyl e nods to her as she | eaves and then pulls up his M/space
page. He types in Natalie's nanme and clicks "Add Friend."

From across the |lab, the crazy COVWUTER LAB LADY cries out.

COVPUTER LAB LADY
Hey, you! -- Are you on Myspace?!
How many tines do | have to say
it?? NO MYSPACE!

Kyl e ducks down in his chair and m nimzes the Myspace page
as fast as he can.

I NT. SILVER DI NER - DAY

Kyl e and Ashley sit at a tiny table during the busy |unch
rush. A WAITRESS arrives at their table and puts down TWO
COFFEES AND A MUFFIN in front of them

Ashl ey | ooks up at Kyle and sm | es.

ASHLEY
Thanks.

Kyl e nods and opens uE hi s knapsack. He pulls out two
LAM NATED COPI ES of the Friendship Constitution. He hands
one copy to Ashley and holds onto another for hinself.

KYLE
So, | worked on it all day. |
think it's perfect. Every rule is
conpletely airtight.

Ashl ey scans the docunent, inpressed.

ASHLEY

Ww, nice. And it's |ani nated.
KYLE

Yeah, well, they do it free at

school, so..
Ashl ey | ooks up at him

ASHLEY
So, do you really think we can nake
this work?

KYLE
Yeah, of course | do. Wy else
would we go to all the trouble if
we didn't think--



ASHLEY
--1 know, | know, but... You' re not
afraid it mght get weird? | nmean

what if things get all screwed up
and we wind up making it all so
much worse? Wiat if we end up
hati ng each other and filing
restraining orders and | eaving
answeri ng machi ne nessages where we
just breathe into the phone for

ike fifteen m nutes straight...
What if it, you know. .. Changes us.

Kyl e | ooks back at her, slightly pained.

KYLE
You really think that coul d happen?
ASHLEY
No-no, | don't, | just -- |I'mjust
trying to come at this in the nobst
anal ytical way possible. It's what

| do. And | just want to make sure
that this is right.

KYLE
Ash, this is a way for us to keep
ourselves in each other's |ives.
That's nost definitely right.

Ashley thinks it over for a second and nods.

ASHLEY
Ok, so then what do we do now?

KYLE
I don't know... You wanna hang out?

EXT. NATI ONAL MALL - DAY
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She's in.

Kyl e and Ashl ey PLAY FRI SBEE on the green grass of the

Nat i onal

Ashl ey takes off

t hr ow.

She pops right up and shows off for al
and picni ckers who appl aud her amazi ng catch.

wal ker s,

Mal | .

KYLE
Go | ong!

ASHLEY
Thank you! Thank you, |'m awesone!

t he j oggers,

running and Kyle tears off a bonb of a
Ashl ey DI VES onto the grass to snag it.

dog-
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I NT. FURNI TURE STORE - DAY

Kyl e and Ashl ey peruse a Georgetown furniture store in search
of a nice couch for Kyle. The STORE OMER directs themto a
gor geous BLACK LEATHER SOFA.

Kyl e nods to Ashley, and Ashley nods to the Store Oamner.

INT. PET STORE - DAY

Kyl e hel ps Ashl ey pick out TWO NEW TROPI CAL FI SH from a
massi ve aquari um t ank.

Ashl ey chooses her favorites and Kyle reaches in with a net
to fish them out.

I NT. KYLE'S APARTMENT - DAY

KYIe and Ashley junp up and down on Kyl e's new couch,
ffingiggkphlloms at each other and cracking up like a couple
of w | ds.

I NT. ASHLEY' S APARTMENT - DAY

KKIe Eours Ashl ey's new fish into her very own aquari um tank.
The oth crouch down together and smile at the sight of the
fish swi mm ng around happily.

I NT. MOVI E THEATER - NI GHT

Kyl e and Ashley sit through a horrible romantic conedy
together. They crack each other up while wol fing down
handf ul s of popcorn.

. . _KYLE o
This novie is so bad that it just
gave ne jock itch

ASHLEY
This novie is so bad that the
Israelis and Pal estinians called a
cease fire so they could teamup to
beat the shit out of Hugh G ant.

KYLE
This nmovie is so bad that I'm
happily distracting nyself with a
nont age of nenories from ny
parents' divorce.
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I NT. BAR - N GHT

Kyl e and Ashley are sitting at their own private booth,
swappi ng stories and sharing drinks.

ASHLEY
He was not that short!

KYLE

t he gug is a lawn ornanent.
I n1sorry, ut the fact of the
matter is you lost your virginity
to a garden gnone. He's like
sonmething 1'd dangle fromny rear
view mrror to amuse nyself while
sitting in traffic.

Ashl ey rolls her eyes and sips her beer.
ASHLEY

Al right, well what about that noron
you dated in college for a year and

a half?
KYLE
Wi ch one? There were nmany.
ASHLEY
You know... The one who tried to do

her laundry in the di shwasher when
she ran out of quarters. The one
who called Titanic "The best
docunentary |'ve ever seen." The
one who decided to becone a Spani sh
t eacher because she was really into
tapas that week.

KYLE
Oh, Danielle. Yeah, | really
tEought she was the one for a while
t here.

They both | augh and polish off what's left of their drinks.

I NT. KYLE'S APARTMENT - M DDLE OF THE NI GHT

It's 3 AM and AshIeK is passed out on the couch, while Kyle
sl eeps soundly in the | awn chair.

Kyl e's eyes creep open and he notices that Ashley's bl anket
is falling off her leg. Kyle |leans over to tuck her in and
then parks hinself back on the |Iawn chair.

CUT TGO
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I NT. ASHLEY'S OFFI CE - DAY

Ashley sits at her desk, multi-tasking with notes, emails,
and her schedule. Cynthia sits across fromher on the couch,
review ng Ashley's copy of the Friendship Constitution.

CYNTHI A

"Al so expressly forbidden are bare
hand massages, foot rubs, or
suggesti ons of bubbl e baths that
may be construed as an out of
bounds sexual advance that could
thereby threaten the foundation of
the friendship."

(to Ashl ey)
Well, it's thorough. 1'I1
certainly give you that.

Ashl ey sets aside her work business and turns towards Cynthi a.

~ ASHLEY _
But is it stupid? Is it a huge
m st ake?
CYNTHI A

What are you instincts telling you?

ASHLEY
My instincts? C non, Cynthia. Hit
nme with sone hard stuff. You're
supposed to be here to slap ne
upsi de the head or say sassy one-
ltners like "Go get yourself sone
strange dick, chica.”

_ CYNTHI A
So, is that what you really want?
Strange... Dick?

ASHLEY
No! | just want... The part of him
that doesn't rem nd ne of the
reasons we can't be together
anynor e.

Cynthia reads the conflict inside Ashley and decides to |evel
W th her.

CYNTHI A
Ashl ey, do you renenber four years
ago en ny husband di ed?

ASHLEY
Yes.
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CYNTHI A
Wl |, even though a lot of tinme has
passed, | still think of him
Every single hour of every single
day. | still hear his voice in ny
head. | feel himpull the sheets
while |I sleep. And even though I
know t hat he's gone... There's
still a part of himthat | know
will never truly go away. And
there is nothing -- Absolutely
not hing -- That could ever get ne
to give up that small part of him
that | have left.

Ashl ey's heart starts to beat a little quicker as she takes
in Cynthia's words.

CYNTHI A
So... If keeping Kyle as a friend
is what you have to do to nmake sure
you don't |ose the | ast piece of
the nost inportant person in your
life... Then do it. And don't
doubt yourself.

Ashl ey nods and sniles warmy.
ASHLEY
Thank you. | won't.
I NT. SCHOOL AQUATI C CENTER - DAY

Charlie, wearing goggles and hol ding a stopwatch, TREADS
WATER in the deep end of the school sw nmm ng pool .

After a long beat, Kyle BURSTS out of the water with a HUGE
GASP. He sucks wind hard. Charlie clicks his stopwatch.

CHARLI E

Two nminutes, fifteen seconds.
KYLE

Dammit. Still a ways to go.

(checki ng his watch)
heart-rate is way too high too.
There's no way | can survive a
| egi ti mate underwat er predator
attack with this level of panic.

Kyle swins to the shall ow end of the pool. Charlie follows.
KYLE

Gk, let's cool down with sone water
cal i st heni cs.



Kyle and Charlie do a series of synchronized stretches
i nterspersed with underwat er joggl ng.

CHARLI E
Hey, do you still need a ride this
weekend after your session in the
deconpr essi on chanber ?

KYLE
Oh, no thanks. Ashley said she
could pick nme up

CHARLI E
Ashl ey? What do you have the bends?
Do you need to see Nurse Cal |l ahan?

KYLE
No, really, it's cool. W' ve got
it all worked out. W decided to
be friends.

Charlie cuts off his calisthenics md-water squat.

CHARLI E
Friends?? Jesus H, M. Hanberg.
You're a cool guy and all, but you

just took a flying leap into the
deep end of an enpty pool, pal.
PrePare yoursel f for the nassive
skull fracture and brain
henorrhagi ng that await you.

KYLE
We're not just friends, Charlie.
We're best friends. You understand
what that neans, right? W share
an unbreakabl e bond. W're like
t he chl or of | uor ocar bons of
mal e/ femal e friendshi ps.

CHARLI E
That's horseshit. Everyone knows
Lewi s acids can bust C F bonds now.
Your gross naivety astounds ne.

Kyl e finishes up his last calisthenic exercise and pulls
hi msel f out of the pool.

KYLE
Dude, you're way too goung to have
this kind of pent-up bitterness
towards females. Don't you realize
that girls are the greatest gift
sci ence has ever given us?

( MORE)
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KYLE( CONT' D)

We have all these enotions, al

t hese unl ocked cavities of our

brains, all these otherw se usel ess

body parts that are so totally

enhanced by the presence of a good

wonan. . .

Kyl e stops hinself in md-thought.

CHARLI E
What ?

KYLE
Towel off. We're gonna find you a
girl, Charlie.

Kyle grabs a towel and tosses it in Charlie's face.

I NT. CAFETERI A - DAY

Kyl e and Charlie, both sporting nessy wet hair, nmake their
way through the busy cafeteria during |unchtine.

EKIe is on the | ookout for Charlie's perfect match, while
arlie hides nervously behind him

CHARLI E
No, seriously, M. Hanberg. This
isn't necessary. I|I'mtotally fine
Wi th ny hardcore gam ng and cl assic
rock and- -

KYLE
--And your pursuit of science,
yeah, | know, man. But there's a
bi g bl eeding hole in your heart and
we're gonna fill it up right now.

As soon as Kyle puts the period on his sentence, he | ooks up
and sees the PERFECT Q RL.

She eats a PB& with no crusts, wears cute Tina_FeK—gIasses,
and smles with bright white teeth. Even Charlie knows it
right away. She's the one. Her nane is ABBY PRENTI CE

KYLE
Buckl e up, kid. |'mabout to bl ast
you off 1nto the stratosphere.

Kyl e nmoves in, as Charlie desperately tries to hold hi mback.

CHARLI E
M. Hanberg, wait! That's Abby
Prentice! |'mnot ready for this!

| need nore training!
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Kyle hears nothing as he drags Charlie to Abby's table. Kyle
fl ashes Abby and her friends a wnning smle that causes
cheeks to blush all around.

KYLE
Hey, Abby.

ABBY
Um hi, M. Hanberg.

KYLE
Sorry to bug you girls during
' unch, but | was just wondering...
What's your favorite novie?

ABBY
Uh... | don't know. .. Probably
"Mean Grls."

KYLE

That's amazing! D d you know
Charlie here's favorite novie is
"Mean Grls" too?? That's
incredi ble! Tell her, Charlie.

Kyle pulls out a chair and Charlie nervously sits down.

CHARLI E
Uh... Yeah. It's |like totally ny
favorite. Those girls are all just
so nean. Every tine | watch it,
it's just... It's riveting.

Abby's slightly anused by Charlie's inherent dorkiness.

Kyl e nods in approval and whips out a ten-dollar bill. He
closes it inside Charlie's hand.
_ KYLE
Alright, well 1've gotta run, but

you guys keep tal king. Dessert's
on ne by the way.

Kyle offers Charlie a casual fist-punp as he wal ks away,
| eaving the two potential |ovebirds to enjoy sone privacy.

Charlie slicks back his still wet hair and tries to hide the
mle-wide smle on his face.
CHARLI E

Anybody want an Astro- Pop?



EXT. M N -GOLF COURSE - NI GHT

Kyl e and Ashley are deep into a round of mni-golf.
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Ashl ey

takes a big hack that sends her ball shooting into the water.

Ashl ey fishes her ball

rough.

ASHLEY
Son of a whore. ..

KYLE
Sorry, that's a one stroke water
hazard penalty. And a warning for
mld profanity.

ASHLEY
Why don't %ou take a one stroke
shut your hol e penalty?

KYLE
| think I'd rather watch you try to
make par in two after you take your
drop 1n the deep rough over there.

ASHLEY
k. How 'bout this? |If | can save
par, you have to conme with me to
the annual Walls fam |y reunion at
t he beach in Maine next nonth.

KYLE
Are you serious? M ssing out on
that trip was |ike the chief reason
| agreed to go along with the break-
up in the first place. C non!

ASHLEY
Pl ease! You know how anxi ous | get
bei ng around nmy whole famly. |
need to have a friend there to keep
nme sane.

KYLE
But don't you renenber all the shit
t hey gave nme after | sabotaged your
Dad's | obster traps and went on a
hunger strike during the clam bake?

ASHLEY
| told you, they're synpathetic to
your ocean-life noral dilenma and
respect your acts of civil
di sobedi ence... Can't you just do
it for me?

out of the water and drops it
She |ines up what appears to be an inpossible shot.

into the
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Kyl e softens for a nonment and thinks over the idea.

KYLE
Alright. How 'bout this: If you
can save par fromhere, I'min.
Wth no conplaints. | prom se.

AshIeK is re-energized as she lines up for the shot. She
crouches down like a real pro golfer to get a proper read on
the green. She stands up and takes a few practice strokes.

KYLE
No rush. Just sonetine before the
Earth crashes into the sun, please.

Putting all the distractions out of her m nd, Ashley rears
back and takes her cut. The ball SHOOTS OFF THE COURSE i nto
a wat er hazard on ANOTHER HOLE. Ashley's face falls.

ASHLEY
Dammi t. ..
Kyle is about to gloat, until he sees the disappointnment in
Ashley's eyes. She really wanted this.
KYLE
Alright. 1'lIl go with you. Just

because we're such great friends.

ASHLEY
Yes! Oh ny God, | own you

Ashley's face lights up and she gives hima huge hug.
CUT TO

I NT. Al RPLANE - DAY

Kyl e and Ashl ey are on-board their flight to Maine. Ashley
puts her hand on Kyle's armand nods wth gratitude.

o ASHLEY
This is gonna be great. You're
gonna have so nuch fun

I NT. WALLS FAM LY BEACH HOUSE - DAY

Kyl e and Ashley arrive at the famly beach house, which is
al ready jam packed with every Walls on the Eastern seaboard.

ASHLEY
W' re herel
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Ashl ey is nobbed by her parents, KEN, |ate 50s, a forner
tough guy now a few decades past his prinme, and MAGA E, m d-
50s, an adoring nomwho can't keep the smle off her face.

KEN MAGG E
You made it! Conme over here! Gve
us a ki ss!

Kyle forces a smle and waits for his own awkward wel come.
Ken finally |l ooks up and | evels a heavy stare at Kyl e.

KEN
(deadpan)
Oh, look. Kyle nade it too. Isn't
that great?

Kyl e shakes hands with Ken, who delivers a crippling grip.
Kyl e turns towards Maggi e and gives her a hug.

KYLE
Hey, how are you guys? This is
awesone, isn't it?

MAGG E _
K%Ie, we were all just talkln?
about what a trooper you are for
still comng even after..

ASHLEY

Mom can we not?

KEN
Not what? Tal k about those five
years you guys had, three living
together, which ended with pretty
much the farthest thing froma ring
on ny daughter's finger?

The entire roomfalls silent. Kyle is frozen solid.

KEN
" m ki ddi ng! Jesus, nobody around
here gets ny jokes. Wy is everyone
el se allowed to be funny but ne?

Maggi e | eads Ashl ey towards the countless AUNTS, UNCLES, and
COUSINS waiting to greet her. Kyle hangs back wi th Ken.

KYLE
}rought it was a good one, M.
s

I
W | definitely |aughed.
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KEN
Yeah, whatever kid. Now, | know
it's afar cry fromslummng it in
t hat one bedroom | andfill you cal
an apartnent, but while you're
under ny roof, you're gonna be
rooming with Mark, alright?

Kyl e turns and spots Ashley's 18-year-old brother, MARK. He
wears a cut-off T-shirt and flashes guns that woul d make
Lebron Janes j eal ous.

KYLE
Ch yeah, what's up man? Ww, you
been working out? You're |ooking
pretty cut there. Lot of
definition in the traps area..

Mar k shakes Kyl e's hand and turns away.

MARK
Yeah.

The rest of Ashley's famly crowds around in a big group,
| eavi ng Kyl e on his own.

Ashl ey turns and spots him She gives Kyle a huge smle and
mout hs "Thank you."” Kyle puts on a brave face and gives a
genui ne thunmbs up in return.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

As countless pairs of legs scurry through the chilly ocean,
Kyl e swi ns underwater as hard and as fast as he can. He
finally surfaces wearing a H G+ TECH SCUBA MASK, which makes
him 1l ook |ike the biggest freak on the beach.

Ken takes a break from body surfing and calls out to him

KEN
Hey, Kyle. \What're you doi ng out
there? Dry hunping a hermt crab?

KYLE
Huh? No, just practicing sw nmm ng
agai nst current while sinmultaneously
skimming for sand doll ars.
(pulls out a handful of
sand dol | ars)
Want one?

Ken bl ows himoff and summbns Mark and the other Walls nen.
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KEN
Hey, everyone bring it in, let's
play a little beach ball. Kyle,

you're in too, unless you're too
afraid to get sand in your pussy.

Kyl e ?Iares at Ken, whips off his scuba mask, and puts on his
gane face.

KYLE
Alright, Ken. Let's play.

EXT. BEACH - M NUTES LATER

Ken and Mark have picked teans, and the two sides are ready
to play. Kyle heads over with Mark's team and huddl es up.

MARK
Kk, I'mall-time QB. Here's the
pl ay: Andy, you run an eight-yard
curl, Colin, a deep post, Uncle
Rob, a stop and go to the end zone,
and Kyl e, a standard option route
over the mddle. Ready? Break!

Kyl e | ooks over at everyone else as they break the huddle.
They know exactly what to do. Kyle is left clueless.

The teamlines up on the sand agai nst Ken's squad. Ken
wastes no tine covering Kyl e.

KEN _
Kyl e, keep your head on a sw vel
ok son? | play a physical gane.
KYLE

Only way to play in nmy opinion, Ken.
Kyl e | ooks over at Mark, who is ready to hike the ball.

MARK
Hut ! Hut - hut ! Hi ke!

Mark hi kes the ball and everyone starts running. Kyle tries
to find a patch of enpty sand to park hinself for the catch

He settles down and | ooks over towards Mark, but sonmething in
t he di stance catches his eye.

It's ASHLEY, pulling off an over-sized T-shirt to reveal the
HOTTEST RED BI KINI ever worn since Phoebe Cates in "Fast
Tinmes at Ridgenont High." Kyle's jaw drops to the floor.

KYLE
Sweet not her of Hey-zeus...
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Ashl ey | ooks |ike she wal ked off the cover of the SI Sw nsuit
Issue. Kyle is conpelled to wal k off the beach and nount her
right there, until the ball H TS HHMRI GHT I N THE FACE.

Kyl e grabs his bl eeding nose, as the ball floats into Ken's
hands for an easy interception. Ken then |owers his shoul ders
into Kyle, SENDING HMFLYING face first into the danp sand.

Kyl e | ooks up to see Ashley gasping in horror. For a second,
Kyle is resigned to taking his beating |like a chunp, until he
| ooks up and sees Ken hi gh-stepping towards the end zone.

The bad news right nowis the girl in the ultra-hot red

bi kini is no | onger KYIe's girlfriend. But the good news is
t he asshole who just laid himout isn't his future father-in-
| aw anynore either.

And realizing that, Kyle decides to...

KYLE
Fuck it.

KYLE JUMPS TO HI S FEET and takes off in a DEAD SPRINT. He
runs faster than he ever has before, taking two strides to
every one of Ken's.

Before long, the two nen are neck-and-neck. Just a few feet
away fromthe end zone, Kyle DI VES onto Ken's back and
PUNCHES t he ball out of his grasp.

THE BALL IS LOOSE. Kyle and Ken scranble on all fours across
the beach, both eating sand trying to westle the pigskin
away from each other. Brutal manliness on full display.

The scrum becones increasingly dirty and personal, until Kyle
finally snatches the ball away and gets to his feet. Now
it's a foot race in the other direction.

The rest of the famly is captivated. Ashley stands with her
jﬁm#dropped, while the nmen in the famly cheer as loudly as
t hey can.

MALE FAM LY NMEMBERS
C nmon, Ken!/Get his ass!/Drop the
hamer !

Kyle runs his ass off, utterly exhausted, until he |ooks up
and sees Ashley cheering himon. He digs down deep, and wth
Ken on his heels, he LAUNCHES H MSELF IN THE AIR and di ves
into the end zone for the score.

Ken, hands on his hips, |ooks down at Kyle with a bl ank face.
A hush falls over the rest of the famly as Kyle rises to
meet Ken's stare.
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After a long and brutally unconfortable beat -- A SMLE
finally crosses Ken's face.

KEN
C nere, you son of a bitch!

Ken pulls Kyle into a huge bear hug. The rest of the famly
gat hers around, cheering and taking pictures.

KEN
Was that a helluva play or what?!

The nen of the fam |y applaud Kyle |ike he's sone kind of

dem -god. He soaks up everK ounce of praise and glory, until
he turns and | ocks eyes with Ashl ey.

She still | ooks amazing, but there's sadness in her smle now
It's the sight of Kyle, utterly joyful and surrounded by her
adoring famly.

This is what she' nt for | ong.

CUT TGO

I NT. ASHLEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Ashley sits up in bed, w de-awake and unable to sleeﬁ. She
shifts restlessly all over the mattress. Sonething has been
keepi ng her up all night.

I NT. MARK' S BEDROOM - SAME

Kyle and Mark are tucked into identical twin beds |ined up
flve-feet apart fromeach other in the cranped room

Kyl e tosses and turns as well, desperate to find a confortable
angle. He finally settles flat on his back and we see the
source of Kyle's irritation -- He has PITCHED A HUGE TENT
under the covers.

And this bad boy isn't going away any tine soon.

I NT. ASHLEY' S BEDROOM - SAME

AshIeK's frustration finally boils over and she digs deep
into her suitcase in search of her VIBRATOR

She hops back into bed and sneaks the vibrator below the
covers, but as she turns it on, nothing happens.

She Eulls the vibrator up fromunderneath the sheets and
flicks it on and off again. Still nothing. She unscrews the
bottom and finds that the device has no batteries.
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I NT. MARK' S BEDROOM - SAME

Kyl e, huge tent still pitched, |eans over the side of the bed
and stares at Mark to make sure he's still asleep.
KYLE
Mark... Hey, Mark... Mark, there's
afire... Wake up, you're literally

on fire right now. ..

No response. Convinced that Mark is out like a light, Kyle
sneaks his hand down under the sheets and starts to jerk off.

A RUSTLI NG SOUND underneath the covers starts to get a little
faster and a little |ouder. Suddenly, Mark's eyes SHOOT OPEN

MARK
Hey, Kyle... You awake?

Kyl e freezes.

KYLE
Un | amnow. Ever since you just
said that.
MARK
Did you hear that weird sound?
KYLE
No... Did you?
MARK
Yeah, that's why | asked if you did.
KYLE
Oh, ok... Cause | didn't. | think

you must have dreamt it.
Mark knows he's being fed bullshit.

MARK
Are you jacking off in ny bed, dude?

KYLE
What ?? No! Cone on... That's
di sgusting. Don't be absurd.

MARK
Seriously, man. | spent an entire
nont h at sl eepaway | acrosse canp
last sumer. | know what a
m dni ght jerk sesh sounds I|ike.

Kyl e knows he's totally busted.
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KYLE
Alright... Fine. But honestly, I
woul d never do it unless it was an
extreme energency. Really, this
was nore of a nedical concern for
me than anythi ng el se.

MARK
So, were you, like... Thinking of
nmy sister?

KYLE
Huh? No! No way. | was thinking
of Carnmen El ecktra and that chick
from"Lost"... Spanking each other
and shit. Swear to God.

Mark stares down Kyl e and shakes his head.

MARK
Just do it in the bathroomif you
gotta go, man.

Kyle darts out of the bed hunching over to shield his boner.

KYLE
You got it. This'll never happen
again. You have ny word.

I NT. BATHROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Kyle darts into the bathroom and parks hinself on the toilet,
ready to finally kill the pain.

He breathes for a nonent and strikes up a good nenory, but
the noment is over alnost as quickly as it begi ns when Kyl e
| ooks up and sees a ERAMED PI CTURE OF JESUS CHRI ST staring
right at himfromthe bathroom wal |

KYLE
Ch, Jesus. ..

Kyle tries to shut his eyes and bl ock out the distraction,
until the DOORKNOB STARTS SHAKI NG

ASHLEY (O S.)
Hey -- Who's in here? Open up,
this is an energency!

KKIe yanks up his boxers and unl ocks the door for Ashley.
She's wearing nothing but a TONEL over her naked body.

KYLE
Holy shit. Wsat're you doing here?



ASHLEY
I"'m.. |I'"mgonna take a shower.

KYLE
It's two in the norning.

ASHLEY
I know. This is when | always take
ny shower.

KYLE
No it's not.
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Kyle follows Ashley's eyes to the REMOVABLE SHONER HEAD
dangling harm essly fromthe shower wall.

Ashl ey quickly blinks away and gets an eye-ful
massi ve tent that Kyle stil

Both parties have now been exposed,

much dignity as possible while they still can.

ASHLEY

Alright, I'mjust gonna go -- | can

shower up tonorrow. No big deal --
KYLE

--Ch no, you take over in here, |I'm

all done--
ASHLEY

--No-no! You were here first.

It's all yours. 1'mjust gonna...

Yeah, 1'l] see ya.

Ashl ey darts out of the bathroom and shuts the door,

Kyl e al

Ashl ey

and si

| eaves agai n,
ghs.

al one. Ashley then pokes her head back in.

ASHLEY
Hey -- You woul dn't happen to have
four triple-A batteries lying

around by any chance, would you?

KYLE
Uh, no... Fresh out. Sorry.

ASHLEY
k. Goodni ght.

of the
has pitched beneath his boxers.

and they try to save as

| eavi ng

and Kyle sits back down on the toilet

He | eans back and receives one nore awkward
gl ance fromthe picture of J.C hanging on the wall.
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I NT. Al RPLANE - DAY

Kyl e and Ashley both fidget and jerk around in their seats
during the mddle of their flight.

They each fiddle with their headphones, |eaf through in-
flight nagazi nes, and skooch thelir seat-backs up and down,
desperate to find sone much needed confort.

It's not happening for either one of them

I NT. ASHLEY'S PRI US - DAY

Ashl ey white-knuckl es the wheel as she drives her and Kyl e
t hrough rush-hour traffic. She and Kyle continue to squirm
until Kyle has finally had enough of the madness.

KYLE
X -- You know what? |'ve gotta
start | obbi ng sone know edge bonbs
before | lose ny mnd here, so |l
just come right out and say it: |
am out rageously horny right now.

ASHLEY
Oh-ny- God, you too?

KYLE
Me too? Fuck yes, nme too. What
the hell were you thinking Prancing
around in that red bikini all
weekend? M dick feels like it's
about to break itself off and punch
me in the face right now

ASHLEY
Ch please, don't act like you're
the only one. You were belng al
heroi ¢ and masculine with your High
School Hero act, mﬁnnin? the hearts
and mnds of ny entire famly.

KYLE
Alright, well congratul ations, that
makes no sense whatsoever. You're
the one who has clearly been firing
up five thousand tumy crunches a
night in an effort to turn ny
schlong into a goddam bal | oon
animal . Yet you're turned on by
what ? The image of nme eating a
starfish sandw ch while your Dad
tries to Russian suplex me?



ASHLEY
It was the idea of you that was sexy
nore than anything else. | waited

five years for ny Earents to buy
into you, then we break up and al
of the sudden ny Dad wants to have
you over for barbeque and a keg

t hrowi ng conpetition

KYLE
Ch, so it was the jfdea of ne that
acted as the tractor beam pulling
ou towards the renovabl e shower
ead at 2 o'clock in the norning?

ASHLEY
Gowup. It's not like you weren't
| ocked up in there for the sole
pur pose of jerking it too.

KYLE

Yeah, | was, until | |ooked up and
saw t he Messiah judging ne fromhis
perch on high on the bathroom wall.
Do you have any idea how difficult
it 1sto rub one out while you're
bei ng stared down by Jesus Christ?
It's al nost inpossible.

ASHLEY
Trust me, if there was a way to
take care of this all painlessly,
I'd do it in a heartbeat.

KYLE

Yeah, well when you find out, let ne
know. It feels like I"'mcarrying a
fifteen pound free-weight in the
Place where ny cock used to be. I'm

i ke a human sundi al over here. |If

I show up to school like this on
Monday, |'m gonna wind up at the
center of a Dateline special report.

Ashl ey exhal es deeply and | ooks over at Kyl e.
ASHLEY
So then what do we do?
I NT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - DAY

Kyl e and Ashley burst into the apartnent, stil
and sexually frustrated as ever.

40.

as worked up
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ASHLEY
Absol utely not. The Friendship
Constitution is airtight. You said
it yourself!

KYLE
K- ok-o0k, but this is a specia
circunstance. A nedical energency.
And | really doubt my HVO will
cover ne taking care of this
situation in any other way.

Ashl ey crosses her arns. She doesn't want to give in, but
she's about to | ose her mind too.

ASHLEY
So, then what do we do? Just throw
out the Constitution?

KYLE
No, of course not! Just ask
yoursel f -- What does Congress do

when part of the real Constitution
goes out of date? They anmend it.
Wy can't we do the same thing?

ASHLEY
But... It's | am nated.

Kyle dives into his junk drawer and pulls out a BLACK SHARPI E

KYLE
And I'mall stocked up on pernmanent
mar kers, bitches.

I NT. KYLE' S BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

KKIe and Ashley lay over the covers on Kyle's bed, gripping
the Friendship Constitution and the Sharpie.

ASHLEY
Al right, so how do we anend this?
It says "NO SEX" in capital letters.
God, 1t's the very first rule!

KYLE
How ' bout this? No sex -- Unless
absol utely necessary to protect the
sanctity of the friendship.

ASHLEY
Are you serious?
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KYLE
Come on, you saw how we were going
at it in the car. W were a half-
steP away froma full-blown donestic
vi ol ence incident. Seriously, this
is for our own good here.

Ashler sighs. She knows it's wong, but she can't help
hersel f either.

ASHLEY
k. But, really, just this once.

KYLE
O course.

Kyle wites in the anendnent and then hurls the Constitution
and Sharpie across the room He and Ashley tear off their
cl ot hes and maul each ot her.

TEN M NUTES LATER

Kyl e and Ashl ey |ay naked under the covers, both conpletely
spent and relieved. They each catch their breath and turn
t owar ds each ot her.

ASHLEY
So, hypothetically speaking, do you
think the world would cone spinning
off its axis if we were to... |
don't know... Do that again?

KYLE
Honestly, | think what we just did
hel ped restore equilibriumto the
uni verse and it would be
potentially reckless to dismiss it.

ASHLEY
Maybe we shoul d anend the
Constitution to give us an open-
ended nunber of sex acts for the
rest of the day?

KYLE
Done.

KKIe grabs the Constitution, makes another anendnent, and
t hen pounces back on Ashl ey once agai n.

I NT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - ANOTHER DAY

KYIe and Ashley fall onto the new couch and pull each other's
clothes of f while sucking face hardcore.
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KYLE
God, this new couch is amazing.

ASHLEY
Yeah, it's fantastic.

Their mouths | ock again and shirts, shoes, and everything in
bet ween gets tossed onto the floor.

I NT. ASHLEY' S APARTMENT - ANOTHER DAY
Kyl e and Ashl ey watch another |ame novie at Ashley's place.

KYLE
Thi s novie sucks so bad that...
That it sucks.

ASHLEY
This novie is so bad that...
don't even care anynore..

KYLE
This novie is so bad that all | can
t hi nk about right nowis sex.

Ashl ey grabs the renote and turns off the TV.

ASHLEY
Fuck this novie.

She pulls Kyle onto the couch and straddles him Her
tropical fish | ook on while they get down to it.

I NT. ASHLEY' S BEDROOM - ANOTHER NI GHT

Kyl e and Ashl ey are making out and undressing each other once
agai n.

KYLE
Be honest, was it enbarrassi ng when
you had to request a booster seat
for your high school boyfriend on
prom ni ght ?

ASHLEY
Not as enbarrassing as your ex-
girlfriend claimng that spray-on
tans hel p conbat the effects of
A obal Warni ng.

KYLE
I["mjust curious, what is it like
to lose your virginity to a legally
recogni zed dwarf ?
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ASHLEY
Ok, shut up now.

Ashley rips off Kyle's shirt and pins himon the bed.

I NT. KYLE'S BEDROOM - ANOTHER NI GHT

Kyl e and Ashl ey are passed out asleep on Kyle's bed. Kyle
suddenly stirs awake and realizes their rules violation.

I nstead of Pulling hinsel f up and headi ng out onto the couch,
he reaches for the Constitution and nmakes another tinely
amendnent .

He drops the Constitution on the floor and waps his arns
around Ashl ey's sl eeping body.

CUT TGO

I NT. CAFETERI A - DAY

Kyle and Charlie eat lunch together. Kyle sips a bow of
soup, while Charlie tries to put his finger on sonething.

CHARLI E
Did you wear that tie yesterday?..

KYLE
Huh? Ch, this? Uh, | don't
know. .. Maybe.

CHARLI E
And what's that stain on your
shirt? Looks |ike the remants of
yesterday's sl oppy j oes.

KYLE
I, uh... | don't--

CHARLI E
--\Where you been spendin' your
ni ghts, M. Hanberg?
(beat)
You nailing your ex?

Kyl e chokes on his soup.
KYLE

Hey, keep it down, alright? That
kind of talk could cost nme ny job.

CHARLI E
You are, aren't you??



KYLE
Alright-alright... Mybe we're... A
bit nore involved than | originally
anticipated. But it's ok.

CHARLI E
My white ass, it's ok. Do you
realize what you're doing here?
You're sliding on a slippery slope
down Shit Mountain, ny friend.
Better wear a raincoat.

Kyle finishes up his lunch and leans in towards Charlie.

KYLE
Hey, Charlie, no offense, but I
think I know how to manage ny own
rel ati onshi ps, ok?

CHARLI E
I"msorry, was that you talking, or
was it your cock and balls sendi ng
a message directly through your
central nervous systenf

(beat)
M. Hanberg, |I'mnot trying to give
you a hard tine here, | just don't
wanna see you get hurt. | nean,

there are plenty of avail abl e chicks
out there for you to waste your
energy on who aren't gonna | eave you
in an enotional straight-jacket.

KYLE
C non, man. You can't really
expect nme to take relationship
advice fromyou. |It's only been a
month since | set you up wth Abby.

CHARLI E
Shit yeah, and |'ve alreadg tallied
tpree handj obs to ny nanme because
of It.
KYLE
And... I'mfired. Thanks, bro.

Appreci ate the real talk.
Charlie pushes his tray aside and gets serious.

CHARLI E
Look, M. H, | just want to return
the favor here. You and Abby have
hel ped pull ne out of a very dark
and lonely time inny life, and I
want to do the sane for you before
it's too late. Ck?

45.
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KYLE
And how re you gonna do that?

Charlie notions to a table across the room where Natalie is
clearly checking out Kyle from afar.

CHARLI E
Peep Ms. Lawl er over there
unbuckl i ng your pants with her eyes
whil e enjoying that breadstick a
little too nmuch

Krle turns and nmakes brief eye-contact with Natalie. She
gl ances away and takes a snall bite of her breadstick.

CHARLI| E
Classic oral fixation and a phallic
synbol to boot. Plus have you
snelled her hair? It's |ike
soneone nade a weave out of a
vani |l |l a candl e.

Kyl e just shakes his head and then turns around to exchange
one nore nervous snmile with Natalie.

EXT. DC STREETS - DAY

Ashl ey and Cynthia, both decked out in jogging suits, power
wal k down the streets of DC

CYNTHI A
Ashl ey, | have to be honest with
you, | really don't think engaging
in an open relationship with your
ex-boyfriend is the proper way to
find closure here.

ASHLEY
That's what | thought at first too,
but 1've experienced nothing but
positive changes in ny |life since
Kyle and | started doing it again.

CYNTH A
Li ke what ?

ASHLEY
Li ke my power wal king. |'m noving
at an unprecedented pace here. And
nmy nmetabolismis so high, | can eat
what ever | want now. | had a box

of Doubl e-Stuffed Oreos for |unch
today. And |I'mpretty sure ny
astigmatismis cured.

( MORE)
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ASHLEY( CONT' D)
Ever since we did it in the shower
| ast week, | don't have to wear ny
contacts anynore.

CYNTH A
Not to be contrarian, but | find
all of that very hard to believe.

ASHLEY
Come on, the mind is nore powerful
t han the body, you know that.

CYNTHI A
So Kou think having all this sex
with Kyle is really just nedicine
for your m nd?

Ashl ey knows Cynthia can see right through her.

ASHLEY
Ok, fine. I'mpretty sure | have a
coll apsed lung fromall this power
wal king, | gained four and a half

pounds fromthe Oreos, and ny
astigmatismi s--
(she wal ks straight into a
fire hydrant)
ON! Son of a bitch! That gol den
retri ever came out of nowhere!
(deep breath)
X, so at do | do? Start dating
again? | don't think I even know
how to do that anynore.

CYNTHI A
Wiy don't you let me introduce you
to sone new nmen? You're not the
only one who's on the | ookout here.

ASHLEY
Real | y? You wanna be ny w ng-|ady?
CYNTHI A
Is that what they call it now?
Wng-lady? |I'mnot really famliar
with that term But ok.

Ashl ey sm | es and picks up her pace again.

I NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - AFTERNCON

It's the end of the daK and the halls are nearly enpty. Kyle
and Charlie wal k together and approach Natalie's classroom



CHARLI E
Alright, 1'll toss the alley on
this oop. Just follow ny | ead and
strike up an innocent convo.
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Before Kyle can back out, Charlie strides into Natalie's
classroom Natalie sits at her desk gradi ng papers.

CHARLI E
Hey, Ms. Law er?

Nat al i e | ooks up from her papers.

NATALI E
H, Charlie. What's up?

CHARLI E
Un.. Nothing. M. Hanberg here
was j ust wondering what your
favorite novie is.

Nat al i e peers forward and sees Kyl e hal f-hidden behind the

doorway. He casually lets hinself into the room

NATALI E
Hm .. | guess if pressed |'d have
to say. 'Doctor Zhivago." M.

anberg ‘what''s your favorite novie?
KYLE

Unh... Probably "Chostbusters 2."
The sequel .

Nat al i e puts her papers aside and smles at Kyle.
gives Kyle a thunbs up and slips away gracefully.

EXT. SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT - AFTERNOON

Kyl e wal ks Natalie to her car. In the background,

and field hockey teans practice on nearby fields.

NATALI E
And even though Zhivago is married,
he falls in love with a politica
activist's wife who becones his
muse and basically forces himto
choose between fidelity and passion
all during the height of the
Bol shevi k Revol uti on.

KYLE

Ni ce... That sounds pretty cool
actual ly.

Charlie

t he soccer
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NATALI E
It is. Mybe |l could showit to
you sonetine. And you could show
me the CGhostbusters. It could be
Ii ke a doubl e feature.

&%Ie and Natalie's pleasant nmonment is suddenly interrupted
en a SOCCER BALL sails off the field and into the parking
lot. Kyle snags the ball and BOOTS it back onto the field.

NATALI E
Whoa, nice leg. Hey, you know, sone
of ny friends out here just signed
up for this adult kickball | eague.
Have you ever heard of that?

KYLE
Adult kickball? No, but it sounds
like the sole reason | was put on
this earth.

NATALI E
So, you wanna play then? Can |
sign you up?
Kyle can't say no to that smle. He just can't.

KYLE
Yeah. Sign nme up

I NT. CONGRESSI ONAL COUNTRY CLUB - BALLROOM - N GHT

Cynthia | eads Ashley into the tastefully decorated ballroom
at the prestigious Congressional Country C ub.

The floor is packed with OLDER AND DI STI NGU SHED MEN AND
WOMEN, who all nmake Ashley |ook |ike a child by conpari son.

ASHLEY
Uh, (%nthia..._V\hat is this? |
trogg t you said we were going to a
cl ub?

CYNTHI A
W are at a club, dear.

ASHLEY _
Yeah, but | thought you neant |ike
Love, or H2O, or Zanzibar...

CYNTHI A
| have no idea what those pl aces

are. This is a country club.
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ASHLEY
Oh... So, then what are we here for?

Cynthia directs Ashley to a sign by the doorway that reads:
"WELCOVE TO JEW SH SI NGLES NI GHT! "

Ashley's face falls as she takes in the nmuch older and wildly
un-sexy clientele out |ooking for |ove.

ASHLEY
Ch no... No, Cynthia, this isn't
what | was expecting at all.
Everyone here is so...

CYNTHI A
What ? Uptight? Distinguished?
Overdressed?- -

ASHLEY
- - Fucki ng ol d.

Cynthia is clearly enbarrassed. Ashley scranbles to recover.

ASHLEY
I"'msorry, | didn't mean it I|ike
that. 1"mjust feeling Iike a fish

out of water here is all.

Cynthia scans the club's slimpickings as the truth settles
in. Then her eyes suddenly perk up. She has an idea.

CYNTHI A
You know, an old girlfriend of mne
fromcoll ege nentioned that her son
noved out to DC to work as a
| obbyist. Jeffrey is his nanme. |
think she said he's newly single
too. | don't know if that sounds
| i ke someone you' d be interested
in, but if you want his nunber I

can- -

ASHLEY
--A@tuaIIK, you know what, |'ve
been thinking about it a ot and...

What if Kyle's Costa Rica
FF:Iomship isn't that bad after
all?

CYNTHI A
Isn't that bad for what?

ASHLEY
For wus.
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CYNTHI A
But what about your famly, and
your job, and your--

ASHLEY
--1 know, | know, but... It's only
two years, right? And if | give
Kyle two years to have his

adventure, then maybe he'll finally
be ready to give nme mne.
(beat)

| told himl didn't want to go
because | don't want to live on the
Precipice of the unknown... But
ooki ng around here... It feels
like I"malready there.

Cynthi a watches Ashley stare into the abyss of sad and |onely
singles. It's clear Ashley's mnd is made up.

I NT. KYLE'S KITCHEN - NI GHT

Kyle is building the biggest nmulti-nmeat sandwi ch ever nade.
He stands in amazenent at his creation and gets ready to take
the first bite, until his phone RINGS. He answers.

KYLE
Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT W TH:

I NT. ASHLEY' S BEDROOM - SAME
Ashl ey paces the floor, nervously clutching the phone.

ASHLEY
Fbr, it"'s me. Um | just wanted to
call you real quick and ask you a
quest i on.

KYLE
Ok, |lenme guess. There's a party
in your pants and you need ny
Yahoo address so you can forward
the E-vite to ny dick

A |l ong, awkward beat.

ASHLEY
Un no. Look, |I've been doing a
ot of thinking lately about stuff.
I don't know, nostly us... And |

thi nk we should sit down and tal k
t hi ngs over soon.
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KYLE
I s everything ok?

ASHLEY
Yeah, no, everything' s fine.
just think we should talk. It's
Important, but... | think it's a
good thing. Don't be nervous.

KYLE
Alright. So, when can we do this?

ASHLEY
Are you free for dinner tonorrow?

CUT TGO

I NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

Natali e proudly wal ks down the crowded halls carrying a
BRI GHT RED T- SHI RT.

She |l ocks in on Kyle's classroomand wal ks i nsi de.

I NT. KYLE'S CLASSROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Kyle is at his desk anmusing hinmself with a fun little science
experiment in which he holds a bl own-up ball oon over the
rising flanme of a Bunsen Burner.

KYLE
(turning the flane UE)
Yes... Keep burning... The
I nvincible Balloon |ives!

Natalie enters and smrks at the sight of Kyle living out his
science fair dreans.

NATALI E
Hey, M. Wzard, you still wanna
kick some balls wth us tonight?

Kyl e | ooks up and the over-heated ball oon BURSTS in his hand.
He grabs at the floating pieces of charred balloon bits and
shuts of f the burner.

KYLE
What? -- Oh-Oh yeah. 1'min, baby.

Natali e holds up the T-shirt and hands it over to Kyle.
NATALI E

G eat! Welcone to "Saved by the
Balls."
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Kyle admres the shirt and pulls it on over his button-up and
tie to see howit fits.

EXT. NATI ONAL MALL - AFTERNOON

Kyle arrives on the field just in tinme for the pregame warm
uEs. He spots Natalie waving himover to join the rest of
the team Kyle jogs over and Natalie gives hima hug.

NATALI E
You nade it, awesone.
(to team

Hey guis, this is Kyle. He's new
to kickball, so go easy on him ok?

The rest of the team offers neek waves and hellos. They | ook
like a pretty ragtag group.

KYLE
So who's our first victinf

Nat al i e points across the field.

NATALI E
Them

Kyl e's eyes go wide as he spots a team of FI NELY- TUNED
ATHLETES engaging in a synchroni zed stretching routine.

They all sport | DENTI CAL HEADBANDS AND MATCHI NG HI GH SCOCKS,
whi ch nove in perfect rhythmas they count out an intense
round of junping jacks.

The team nane on their jerseys reads: "SUCK My Kl CKS"

KYLE
They don't | ook so tough.

The Suck My Kicks engage in a WLD MOSH PI T CELEBRATI ON t hat
fires the teamup to a truly unnecessary | evel

EXT. KICKBALL FI ELD - M NUTES LATER

The two teans take their positions as the gane is about to
get underway. The Suck My Kicks are up first, and one by one
they BLAST the ball into the gaps, scoring alnost at will.

The Saved by the Balls crew | ooks | ost, as their opponents
waste no tine in breaking their spirit. Finally, Kyle takes
control by calling a team huddl e.

KYLE
Hey, gquys! Tinme out! Bring it in!
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The rest of the team huddl es around Kyl e, desperately |ooking
for some gui dance and | eadershi p.

KYLE
Hey, um | know nost of you guys
don't know nme, but |I'ma science
teacher. And this gane is at | east
90 percent Fure physics. If it's
dreally like to pitch to the
next fem1batters

Kyl e's teanmates have no qualnms with his request. The
Pl TCHER hands over the ball. Natalie |ooks on, inpressed.

Kyl e takes the nound and lines up for his first official
ki ckball pitch. He breathes deep, rears back, and rips off a
SCREAM NG PI TCH t hat takes a W CKED CURVE over the plate.

UVPI RE
Stri kel

The Suck Ng Ki cks take notice and shut the fuck up. Kyle
flashes a broad grin. He knows it's on now.

KYLE' S KI CKBALL MONTAGE:

--Kyl e HURLS anot her NASTY PI TCH t hat | eaves the Suck My
Ki cks befuddled. Strike outs and easy pop flies abound.

--Stepﬁing up for his first at-bat, Kyle whips a ground bal
down the third baseline. He races towards first as fast as he
can, just barely beating the throw with a HEAD FI RST SLIDE

--Kyle DIVES, JUWS, and HURTLES in order to get his hands on
every fly ball within reach. He scoops up grounders with
grace and PELTS opposi ng BASE RUNNERS square in the back for
easy and hum liating outs.

--Kyl e RUNS THE BASES |i ke a madman, rounding third with hone
plate square in his sights. He acrobatically DODGES the
t hrow home and SWAN DI VES to score an anazing run

--Wth a tie score in the final inning, Kyle steps up to the
plate with a chance to win it. He stares down the Pl TCHER
and rears back to kick, launching a CRUSH NG DRI VE deep into
centerfield and OVER THE FENCE

It's a HOME RUNl  Natalie and the rest of the team GO W LD,
as Kyl e rounds the bases punping his fist like Kirk G bson in
the ' 88 NLCS.
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EXT. NATI ONAL MALL - EVEN NG

The sun sets as the teans head in fromthe fields. Kyle
slaps five with his new teammates. Natalie chases from
behind to congratul ate him

NATALI E
Hey Sl ugger, you coming to the bar
to celebrate? It's pretty nmuch the
real reason we play, so we have an
excuse to drink excessively on a
Tuesday ni ght.

KYLE
Are you kidding? That's awesone...
Oh wait... Shit, | forgot I|'ve

al ready got sonething tonight.

NATALI E
Can't you cancel ?

Kyle mulls

it over for a long nonent. Natalie flashes
another smle t

hat's inpossible to say no to.

INT. IRISH TI MES BAR - N GHT
Kyl e shouts into his phone over the ROADY BAR CROND

KYLE
Hey, Ashley?! Can you hear ne?

| NTERCUT W TH:

I NT. ASHLEY' S BEDROOM - SAME

Ashl ey, |ooking great in a new special occasion dress, yells
back 1 nto the phone.

ASHLEY
Yeah, what's up??

k dKﬁgE dd I

| got Kkinda bogge own pl ayi ng

ki ckball tonight. The teamis out
cel ebrating our historic victory...
You think we can push this dinner
back to anot her day?

ASHLEY
You... You're playing kickball?
Wth who?
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KYLE
Nobody, just sone new friends.

Ky
f
t

| e | ooks over to Natalie, who's playing a fierce ganme of
i
he

e
p cup agai nst the Suck Kicks. Natalie nails her flip,
n turns and sniles at Kyle.

KYLE
Actual ly, why don't you just cone
over here. W can talk at the bar.
Is that cool ?

ASHLEY
Uh... Yeah, | nean it was kind of
somet hing i nportant, but | guess--

KYLE
--Awesone! Thanks, bud!

Kyl e hangs up and heads back to the action at the bar.

BACK TGO

| NT. ASHLEY' S BEDROOM - SAME
Ashl ey stands frozen, confused and annoyed.

ASHLEY
Bud?... I'ma fucking bud?

INT. IRISH TI MES BAR - HALF AN HOUR LATER

Kyl e, Natalie, and the rest of their teamw n anot her gane of
flip cup agai nst the dejected Suck My Kicks cl an.

KYLE
Oh ny God, we're so good! It's
i ke physically inpossible for us
to lose at this point!

Nat al i e, now nore than a few sheets to the wi nd, grabs Kyle
around the neck and hugs him

NATALI E
We are fucking awesone!

KYLE
I know It's so fantasti c!

KKIe hugs her back. A long hug. A hug that neither one of
themis in any rush to end. Kyle then | ooks up and sees
Ashl ey entering the bar. He pulls away from Natalie.
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KYLE
Hey, 1'Il be right back, ok?

Kyle slips away and neets Ashley on the other side of the bar.

KYLE
Sweet, you made it.

ASHLEY
Yeah. This |ooks fun. So, uh,
who' s the chick?

KYLE
VWhat chick?

ASHLEY
The one who was just dry hunping
your | eg over there.

KYLE
Oh, who, Natalie? She's just...
She's just this math teacher. You
know, nobody. Just a friend.

Ashl ey gl ances up towards Natalie and sees her scoping out
Kyle fromafar. Ashley knows it's tinme to spring her big
news now.

ASHLEY
... Wll, um | wanted to neet
with you tonight to tell you...
(beat)
To tell you I've decided I want to--

NATALIE (O S.)
--Kyle! You still playing? C non!

Kyle directs his attention up at Natalie.

KYLE
Yeah, gimm e one second. |'m
comng right u
(to Ashl ey
Hey, uh, we're right in the mddle
of a gane right now You mnd if
we do this alittle later?

ASHLEY
Un.. Ck, but--

KYLE
--Awesone, thanks. Oh, and you're
still in for chaperoning the Wnter

Ball with me next week, right?
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ASHLEY
Uh, yeah. Sure.
KYLE
You rock. I'Il call you tonorrow.

Kﬁle takes of f back towards the flip cup gane. Halfway
there, he stops in his tracks and turns back to Ashl ey.

KYLE
Hey, wait, I'msorry -- Didn't you

say you had sonething inmportant you
wanted to tal k about?

Ashl ey stops on her way to the door and answers w thout
hesi tati on.

ASHLEY
Don't worry... It's not inportant
anynor e.
Kyl e wat ches her go, confused. After a nonent, Natalie wal ks
up behind himand drags himback to the flip cup gane.
I NT. DC STREETS - MOMENTS LATER

Ashl ey, struggling to mask her hurt, stonps down the sidewal k
on a mssion. Her phone is glued to her ear.

ASHLEY
Cynt hi a?... You awake?

| NTERCUT W TH:

I NT. CYNTH A'S OFFI CE - SAME

Cynt hi a pushes aside some work on her desk and renoves her
eye- gl asses.

CYNTHI A
O course |I'm awake Ashley, it's
seven-thirty. |I'mnot an invalid,
you know?

ASHLEY
Right, well... I think I'"m gonna
need that number. O that guy you
know?

CYNTHI A

Real | y? Wat changed your m nd?
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ASHLEY
Not hing, just... Just Kyle's out at
a bar with this Algebra tranp with
a great ass and really stupid shiny
hair and | just need to...

Ashley trails off. She doesn't want to say it, but Cynthia
can read her mnd through the phone.

CYNTHI A
(cringing)
Go get yourself sonme strange dick,
chi ca?
ASHLEY

Damm strai ght.

I NT. SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - AFTERNOON

A group of TEACHERS and STUDENTS work to transformthe
school's dusty gyminto a winter wonderland in preparation of
t he upcomng Wnter Ball.

Kyl e struggles to carrK an entire long table all by hinself
across the length of the gymfloor. Wile Kyle strains
hinself, Charlie sinply surveys the roomw th a keen eye.

KYLE
Yeah, it's cool, man. Don't help
me out or any thln%
(drops the table)
| got it.

Charlie hel ps Kyle straighten out the table.

CHARLI E
Only because | admre and respect
you, M. Hanberg. But |I'm here on
a reconnai ssance m ssion of ny own.

KYLE
And what're you running recon for?

CHARLI E
Trying to scope out the top sPots to
share that special Wnter Bal
with Abby tonorrow night. [|I'm
t hi nki ng behi nd the bl eachers woul d
be doable, but it's alittle
commonpl ace. The fifty-yard-line is
enpowering, but a bit cliché.

Kyl e starts taping paper snowfl akes along the wall.
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KYLE
Nice to hear you two kids are
working out. By the way, |I'm

surrounded by superiors and
col l eagues right now, so can we
keep this convo PG pl ease?

CHARLI E
No prob. That rem nds ne, what's
going on with you and Ms. Lawler's
fine ass?

Kyl e sneaks a peak across the gymat Natalie, who stands atop
a | adder, hangi ng a LARGE BANNER

KYLE
Not much. | just -- | don't think
I"'mready to start dating soneone
new yet. | nean, Ashley and | were

together for over five years.
Thi nk of where you were five years

ago. It's like I hardly renenber
how dati ng even works anynore.
CHARLI E

M. H, five years ago | was | ocked
up in nmy room sitting on the top
bunk doing the sanme thing to ny
Privates that ny once-in-a-lifetine
adyfri end now does to nme out of

t he pure goodness of her heart.

The nore things change, the nore

theK stay the sane. Just keep

talking to her. You still know how

femal es worKk.

Kyl e keeps watching Natalie as the banner goes up. Her smle
radi ates even fromforty yards away.

KYLE
Yeah, but | gotta lay off. Ashley
i s gonna hel p chaperone the dance
with me. | don't wanna do
sonmet hing that could totally ness
up our friendship.

CHARLI E
M . Hanberg, cone on, how are you
not getting this yet? -- Wnen are

non-recycl able. 1It's not possible
to eat a delicious chocolate chip

cooki e and then poop it out into
sonet hing useful like a satellite
radio. Wen love has run its
course, it just turns into shit

i ke everything el se.
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Kyle turns to Charlie and slaps himin the stomach with a
stack of paper snowfl akes.

KYLE
Alright, Dr. Phil, deck the halls
in this place and get out of ny
sight. Go on. Seriously, you're
gi ving nme a headache.

Charlie shrugs and retreats to the other side of the gym

EXT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Ashl ey wal ks nervously towards the small coffee shop where
she is set to neet Jeffrey. As she approaches the door, she
checks out her reflection in the w ndow.

ASHLEY
Ugh, you hag.

Ashley frantically adjusts her hair and clothes as fast as
she can. She |ooks a bit crazed as JEFFREY, 30s and ki nd of
i mpossi bly good | ooking, steps out of the shop.

JEFFREY
Ashl ey?

Ashl ey turns with one hand stuck in her hair and the other
tucki ng her blouse into her skirt.

ASHLEY
Un .. Yeah?..
JEFFREY
Jeffrey. 1It's great to neet you

Ashl ey renoves the hand from her skirt and gives Jeffrey a
warm shake. He turns to a small table right behind him

JEFFREY
| hope you don't mind | ordered for
us. Cynthia said you're a big
bl ueberry nmuffin fan.

Ashl ey | ooks over at the table. A steam ng hot coffee and an
amazi ng | ooking nuffin are waiting for her.

ASHLEY
Ww. That's perfect. Thank you.

JEFFREY
No problem And don't worry. You
| ook great.
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Ashl ey takes a seat and tries to keep the smle fromjunping
of f her face.

I NT. KYLE'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Kyle stands in front of the mrror and ties a perfect Wndsor
knot, conpleting the snooth ensenble he has put together for
t he dance tonight.

He adjusts his collar and blazer and admires how well he has
cl eaned up for the special occasion.

KYLE
I"'mlike a white WIIl Smth.

He takes a satisfied breath and then holds up both hands in
front of himlike the Lady Justice statue.

KYLE

. ..

(1 ooks at one hand)
Friendship with Ashley...

(1 ooks at the other hand)
Sex with Natalie.

(one hand)
Friendship with Ashley.

(ot her hand)
Sex with Natalie.

He wei ghs bot h hands and nakes his decision by holding the
Friendship with Ashl ey hand hi gh above the other.

KYLE
It is decided.
| NT. ASHLEY' S BEDROOM - SAME

Ashl ey stands in front of a mrror as well. She | ooks great
i n anot her knockout dress with her hair done perfectly.

Just as she waps up the finishing touches, her phone starts
to RING She grabs it and answers.

ASHLEY
Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT W TH:

I NT. JEFFREY'S BMW - SAME

Jeffrey clutches his Blackberry and weaves through the busy
| anes on |-95.
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JEFFREY
Ashley. It's Jeffrey fromthe
other day. How s it going?

ASHLEY
Oh, hey. 1'mfine.

JEFFREY
Geat. So, listen, | had a really
awesone tine neeting you and...
Well, | got tickets to this gala
toni ght at the Museum of Natura
History. | knowit's really late
notice and it's totally ok If you
don't wanna go, but... | think we'd

have a great time together if you
wanna check it out.

Ashley tries to stall before she nmakes her choice.

ASHLEY _
Oh -- Un can you just give ne one
second?

JEFFREY
Sure.

Ashl ey sets the phone down and wei ghs her options. She turns
to a PICTURE on her dresser of her and Kyle hol ding each
ot her prom photo style at last year's Wnter Ball.

She holds the picture up close and stares at it. She's even
wearing the sanme dress now as she was then.

She sets the photo face down on the dresser and picks the
phone back up. She realizes it's tine for a change.

ASHLEY
Hey -- 1'd love to go. |'meven
al ready dressed for it.

I NT. SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - NI GHT

Kyl e stands agai nst the wall and sways back and forth to the
beat of the hip-hop jamthat the kids are all rocking out to.

In the center of the floor, Charlie and Abby clutch each
other tightly and sl ow dance, while the rest of their
CLASSVATES j unp around and go crazy.

Kyl e nods his approval to Charlie as he recogni zes the sight
of first love. Charlie gives Kyle a thunbs up in return

KKIe's m nd 8uick|y shifts to Ashley, and he whips out his
phone to send her a quick text reading "Hey where are you?"
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He fires off the text and then | ooks up to see Natalie,
standi ng by herself on the other side of the gym

I NT. MJUSEUM OF NATURAL HI STORY - SAME

Ashl ey wal ks through the nuseum doors al ongside a herd of the
rest of DC s best and brightest.

She scans through the crowd and sees Jeffrey, decked out in a
smoot h tux, waiting for her under a huge WOOLLY MAMMOTH.

JEFFREY
Ww, you | ook better than
Pocahont as.

ASHLEY
I know, that bitch has nothing on
ne.

Jeffrey laughs and gives Ashley a hug and a kiss on the cheek.

JEFFREY
Cnon, | want to introduce_Kou to
sonme people you're gonna like.

I NT. SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - SAME

The DJ starts up a snooth slow jamand all the kids instantly
pair off and start danci ng cheek-to-cheek.

Kyl e noves his way through the crowd, keeping one eye on all
the kids, and the other on the | ookout for Ashley.

He searches far and w de, but doesn't see her anywhere. He's
just surrounded by a swarm of young | overs, |eaving hinself
feeling like the only single in the room

I NT. MJUSEUM OF NATURAL HI STORY - SAME

Jeffrey holds court with a group of WASHI NGTON Bl GW GS, who
all sip flutes of expensive Chanpagne.

Jeffrey has themeating out of his hand. Every other word
fromhis nouth earns big smles and nods of approval.

JEFFREY
So | sat himdown and said -- Rich,
I only want you to ask yourself one
thing: Do you wanna live in our
morLd, or In theirs? That's all it
t ook.
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Of to the side stands Ashley. Just l|ike Kyle, she | ooks
swal | owed up by the mass of social circles all around her.

Ashl ey checks her cell phone and sees she has a text from
Kyle. She reads it and instantly feels |ike an asshol e.

_ ASHLEY
Shit...

She texts Kyle back and gl ances up to see Jeffrey wavi ng her
ovgr. She flips her phone shut and joins Jeffrey and his
audi ence.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - SAME

The sl ow song reaches a powerful crescendo just as Kyle gets
a new text fromAshley. It reads "So sorry. Big emergency
with a patient. Can't make it."

Kyl e cl oses his phone and slunps his shoulders. He's
seriously bumred. Charlie sidles up beside himand offers
hi s support.

CHARLI E
She's not com ng, huh?
KYLE
No... Sonethi ng about a work

energency. \Wat can you do, right?

CHARLI E
I know what you can do. That sweet
pi ece of polynom al ass standing
all by her |onesonme against the
wal | over there.

Kyl e gl ances over to Natalie and sees her smling at him He
offers a brief wave and sm | es back.

CHARLI E
Alright, M. H, I"'moutta here.

KYLE
Al ready? But the dance just
started. Wlere're you headed so
soon?

Charlie notions towards the exit doors, where Abby is
anxi ously wavi ng Charlie over.

CHARLI E
| got a date with the softest right
hand in three states.

Charlie takes off towards Abby with a spring in his step.
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Kyle watches with a hint of admration. He sighs and then
turns back towards Natalie. He starts wal king towards her,
and she starts wal ki ng towards him

They neet in the mddle of the dance floor, surrounded by
dozens of sl ow danci ng ki ds.

KYLE
Hey.
NATALI E
Hey.
KYLE
Do you... Wanna dance?

Nat al i e nods and puts her armnms around his neck.

NATALI E
Absol utely.

Kyl e puts his arnms around her wai st and they sway together
| ooking not at all unlike the kids all around them
I NT. MJUSEUM OF NATURAL HI STORY - NI GHT

Ashl ey and Jeffrey share a drink together by the bar. The
rest of the party continues to bustle all around them

JEFFREY
So you're sure this isn't |ike
pulling teeth for you? | just hate
going to these things alone, it
makes it feel |ike nore work.
ASHLEY
No, cone on. This is... Fun.

Jeffrey can tell she's faking it a little bit.

JEFFREY
You wanna get out of here and find
sonme place a little nore private?

ASHLEY
What do you have in m nd?

Jeffrey reaches into his coat pocket and pulls out a couple
cooki es made in the shape of tiny dinosaurs.

JEFFREY
I don't know, but |'ve got cookies
shaped like little dinosaurs.
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Ashl ey takes a cookie and smirks. The guy's a politician
alright, but he's still got charm

ASHLEY
Yeah. kK.

Jeffrey takes Ashley's hand and | eads her away fromthe
party, towards the woolly mammot h exhi bition

I NT. KYLE'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Kyle and Natalie, still in their Wnter Ball attire, sit on
the floor watching the tense finale to "CGhostbusters 2."

They both share a pint of Haagen-Daaz and watch with w de-
eyes as PETER VENKMAN tal ks shit to the evil VIGO

Bl LL MURRAY/ PETER VENKVAN
Only a Carpathian would cone back
to life now and choose New YorKk.
Tasty pick... Bonehead! |If you had
brain one in that huge nelon on top
of your neck, you'd be living the
sweet life in Southern California's
beautiful San Fernando Valley...

Vi go responds with a SCREAM and pul veri zes Venkman and t he
ot her Gnhostbusters with a paral yzi ng wave of energy.

Bl LL MJURRAY/ PETER VENKMAN
Ch, darnit... Oh, darn it!

Kyle's eyes light up |ike he's watching the novie for the
frrst time.

KYLE
Jesus! He's anmzing! W else can
deliver a line like that?
Seriously? W else can deliver a
line like that?

Nat al i e | aughs and pl ays al ong.

NATALI E
Nobody.
KYLE
Who's the star of Doctor Zhivago?
NATALI E
Un .. Omar Sharif.
KYLE

Ok, can Orar Sharif deliver a line
li ke that?
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NATALI E
Only in dreans.

KYLE
Exactly! See, you get it. You
totally get it.

As the slime-filled climax plays out on-screen, Kyle and
Natalie can't take their eyes off each other.

KYLE
You know... | forgot to tell you..
| really like your dress.

NATALI E
Oh yeah?

KYLE
Yeah. The way it sparkles and
everything. 1It's great.

NATALI E

This was actually ny senior prom
dress. Thank God it still fits.

A soft silence falls over them Natalie takes Kyle's hand.

NATALI E
I was kind of a prude back then..
I never got a chance to take it off
for anyone on prom night.

(beat)
Do you want nme to take it off for
you?
The CGhostbusters are still slimng the shit out of each other
on TV. Kyle's gaze doesn't break from Natalie.
KYLE
Yeah. ..
NATALI E
Alright...

Natalie slips the straps down from her dress and unzips the
back. Before she renoves the rest, she leans in and Kl SSES
Kyle. Hard.

Kyl e grabs onto the dress and takes care of the rest.

CUT TGO
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I NT. SILVER DI NER - DAY

Kyl e and Ashley sit down for another inportant lunch. Kyle
takes a breath and gathers his nerves.

KYLE
Yeah, uh, | just wanted to get
t oget her because... Well, because |

haven't seen you nuch lately, and |
just wanted to talk and see how you
wer e doi ng.

ASHLEY
I'mgreat. How are you?
KYLE

I"'m.. |I''mawesone.

It starts to feel awkward.

KYLE
Ok, and, um just in keeping with
the spirit of the Constitution... |
think I should tell you that |I'm
ki nd of seeing soneone right now.

So, | don't know if we're gonna be
able to keep... You know. ..
ASHLEY

h... Oh, You nean keep... Yeah-
yeah, totally. That definitely
makes sense.

KYLE
k. Cool. You know, it just says
we're squosed to be conpletely
honest about all this stuff. ['m
gl ad you under - -

~ ASHLEY
--1'm seei ng sonmeone too0.

Kyle flinches. He's caught way off-guard.

KYLE
Real | y? Like, since when?

ASHLEY
I don't know, not very long. He's
a | obbyist, he asked ne out to this
cool political event and... So,
yeah. .



KYLE
Oh, alright. Alright, nice..
(beat)
Wait -- So, is that where you were

the night of the Wnter Ball? Wen
you cancel l ed on ne?

ASHLEY
VWat? OCh -- Un.. I-1 can't
remenber. There was a whol e bunch
of stuff going on that day, and it
was j ust - -

Kyl e hits back.

KYLE
--So, I'mdating that girl fromthe
ki ckball team You know, the nmath
t eacher ?

ASHLEY
The math teacher? You nean the one
who was "just a friend"?

KYLE
Yeah, well... She's kind of nore
than a friend now. Cbviously...

ASHLEY
Ch, well that's really nice. A
mat h teacher and a science teacher
You guys shoul d be very happy
| eadi ng the fight agai nst d oba
Warm ng and di sproving the
exi stence of CGod together.
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The tension starts to rise between them although neither

side wants it to get ugly.

to soften.

Kyl e reaches into his pocket and pulls out

Consti tuti on. It's littered with anendnent scrib

ASHLEY
But 1'm happy for you, Kyle.
Real | y.

KYLE
Oh, thanks, yeah. 1'm happy for
you t oo.

ASHLEY

You don't have to be.

KYLE
Yeah, but | am

his co

b

Ashl ey takes a breath and tries

y of the
| es.



KYLE
In fact, |I'mgonna go ahead and add
an amendnent stating that | do have
to be happy for you, no nmatter who
you decide to date, or why.

71.

Ashl ey reaches into her purse and nakes the amendnent to her

copy of the Constitution as well.

ASHLEY
And |I'm maki ng the same anendnent,
so we can both agree to be happr
for each other. Wiich is exactly
what | am .. For you..

KYLE
Great. Thank you.

They each take a sip of water while grinding their teeth.

KYLE
We can still be friends though.
ASHLEY
Oh sure.
KYLE
Li ke, still be each other's best
friend.
ASHLEY
Way not ?
KYLE
Exactly.
(beat)
Uh, so... You wanna hang out?

CUT TGO

EXT. NATI ONAL MALL - DAY

Kyl e and Ashl ey play another gane of frisbee on the Nationa

Mal | fields.

Kyle's eyes | ook |ike they've had all the fun sucked out of
them He throws a |ong pass to Ashley that goes way over her

head. She doesn't even attenpt to catch it.

The frisbee sails into the waiting jaws of a DOG who

ronptly

runs away with it. Ashley just watches and gives no chase.

ASHLEY
Screw it...
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I NT. MOVI E THEATER - NI GHT

Kyl e and Ashl ey check out another |ane novie together. They
both watch in obvious states of m sery.

KYLE
Thi s npvi e bl ows cock.

_ ASHLEY
No shit. Can we just go?

KYLE
Sur e.

They both get up and wal k over the other patrons on their way
towards the exit row

I NT. BAR - N GHT

KKIe and Ashl ey pound beers and trade sideways gl ances, as
the bitterness between themstarts to really swell.

KYLE
(mean)
Hey, renenber that time you | ost
your virginity to a fucking m dget?

ASHLEY
(meaner)
Renenber that year and a half of
your |ife you wasted pretending you
were in love with a functional
retard?

KYLE
(muttering)
She didn't give head |ike a
retard. .

ASHLEY
VWhat ??

Kyl e finishes his beer and | ooks away.
KYLE
Not hi ng. . .
EXT. KYLE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Kyl e and Ashl ey stand awkwardly outside the door to Kyle's
apart ment.
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KYLE
So, um.. You know, 1'd totally
like to keep hangi ng out or
what ever, but |'ve got dive
trai ni ng tonorrow norning so...

ASHLEY
Oh yeah, no problem [|'ve got stuff
t hat needs doing too. Sonewhere.
KYLE
Ok, cool. Well, we'll do this
again... You know, a little later.
ASHLEY

k. Yeah. Sure.
They both share the briefest hug possible and part w thout
even a goodbye. Before long, Ashley fades into the herd of
foot-traffickers flooding the sidewal k.

I NT. ASHLEY' S APARTMENT - N GHT

Ashl ey wat ches TV on the couch next to Jeffrey, trying to
keep her irritation with Kyle fromregistering on her face.

JEFFREY
Hey, you alright?
ASHLEY
Yeah, I'mfine, I'mjust...

She's suddenly distracted for a nonent as she gl ances over at
her AQUARIUM  She sees that ONLY ONE of the tropical fish
remains in the tank.

ASHLEY
Hey, did sonething happen to ny
fish?

JEFFREY

Oh yeah, it was the weirdest thing.
You nust have forgotten to feed
themfor alittle while or
sonet hi ng, 'cause when you were in
the bathroom | saw one of them
literally eating the other one. It
was i nsane! Can you believe that?

Ashl ey's shoul ders fall as she keeps staring at her one
surviving fish, drifting alone in the water.

MATCH CUT TO
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EXT. CHESAPEAKE BAY - UNDERWATER - DAY

A TINY BLUE G LL FI SH wanders al one in the underwater depths.
Far off in the distance, Kyle swins through the dark and
di ngy water, decked out in full SCUBA GEAR

Kyl e explores the vast underwater environment all around him
It is still and enpty. Alnpbst no sea |ife within sight.

He keeps swinm ng and swnmng as far as he can, but that
doesn't change the feeling that he's all al one down here.

I NT. NATALI E'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

The doorbell rings and Natalie answers. Kyle steps inside
and gives her a hug and a ki ss.

NATALI E _
Hey you. How was the dive today?

KYLE
Awesone. | got all the way to 100
feet deep. One nore weekend of open
water training and I"mcertified.

Kyle pulls a charming bottle of cheap wi ne from behind his
back and hands it over.

KYLE
So, in case you wanted to cel ebrate
by getting wasted and throw ng
yﬁurself at ne tonight, | got you
this.

NATALI E
Aw, how sweet. Hold on a sec, |'lI
pour us a gl ass.

Nat al i e bounces into the kitchen, leaving Kyle to m |l about
the room The apartnent is intellectually decorated. Lots
of thick books on the shelves and art on the walls.

Kyl e spots a row of FRAMED PHOTOS |ined up on one of the
bookshel ves. He checks out the shots of Natalie with all her
friends and famly.

One of the photos is of a TEENAGE NATALI E surrounded by a
group of classmates, all wearing nmatching vests. A BANNER
reads: "St. Augustine Math Mavericks - 1998 State Chanps."

KYLE
Hey, congrats on winning the state
mat h mavericks title ten years ago.
That nust have been sweet.
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NATALI E
Ch, the photo? Yeah, that was
actually the day | decided that
teafh}ng math was ny true calling
inlife.

She conmes back into the living room hol ding two gl asses of
wine. Kyle keeps |ooking at the photo. He spots a GOOFY GUY
with AWFUL TEETH next to Natalie with his arm around her.

KYLE
Whoa, who's this guy beside you
gi ving you the rubdown?

NATALI E
Oh, that's Daniel. He was ny high
school boyfriend.

KYLE
Seriously? And you weren't
bot her ed bK the busted grill he's
sporting there?

NATALI E
VWhat ?

Kyl e keeps teasing in a playful way.

KYLE
| nean, c'non, those teeth are
insane. Did you wear a nouth-guard
when Kou guys made out? He | ooks
i ke he's sucking on a bear trap
for God's sake.

K%Ie anticipates a | augh, but instead Natalie just snatches
the photo fromhis hand and puts it back down on the shelf.

NATALI E
You don't have to be a jerk...
KYLE
Shit, no, I'"'msorry. | was just
having a little fun. |'msure
Daniel's a helluva guy. And a
brilliant mathematician.

Natal i e sees that Kyle neant no harm so she lets it slide.

NATALI E
It's ok. Let's just watch the
novi e.
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TWO HOURS LATER

Kyle and Natalie sit closely together on the couch, watching
anot her epic scene in "Doctor Zhivago."

Natalie is conpletely riveted. Kyle |ooks Iike he wants to
junp out the w ndow.

KYLE _
Hey, uh, quick question. About how
long is this novie? Approximtely?

NATALI E
Wiy? You don't like it?

KYLE o
No-no, |I'mjust wondering if I'm

gonna have to file for social
security by the tinme it's over.

Natalie pulls away fromKyle and glares at him He tries to
respond with a wwnning smile.

KYLE
VWhat? You're of fended?

NATALI E _ _
How can you not |ove this novie?
It's a classic.

KYLE
Well, yeah, on the list of all-tine
great filmnustaches, Zhivago is
top ten with a bullet, but c'non,
if | see one nore sweeping
| andscape or fur hat |I'm gonna
t hunb out ny own eyebal | s.

_ NATALIE _
It's incredibly nmoving. It won siXx
Gscar s!
KYLE

For what? Most suicide attenpts
inspired by a feature filnf? |
nmean, hell, |'m about two m nutes
away from opening up a vein right
here on your couch

Natalie angrily turns off the TV.

NATALI E
This is such bullshit. |1 sat all
the way through your shitty novie
and never conpl al ned once!
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KYLE
Whoa- whoa-whoa, let's not say things
we're bound to regret in the
norni ng. Ghostbusters 2 is and
al ways will be an American treasure.

NATALI E

Jesus, you're really serious about
that novie, aren't you? | thought
you were just showing it to ne as a
gag. It was horrible. They nade
the Statue of Liberty walk
aﬁraying it full of pink jizz! On

at planet does that even renotely
make sense?

KYLE
How many tinmes do | have to tel
you? -- It was positively charged
slinme! 1t's not that conplicated!

They both pause for a nonent to cool down and catch their
breath. For the first tinme, Kyle looks legitimtely troubl ed.

KYLE

Can | ask you sonet hi ng?
NATALI E

What ?
KYLE

Coul d you ever see us having a water
bal l oon fight in the apartnment? O
dressing up as Han Sol o and Princess
Leia for Halloween? O racing to see
who can be the fastest to chug a
gallon of m I k?

NATALI E
Kyle... What's your point?

KYLE
My point is howre we squosed to
be a couple if we can't be each
other's best friend first?

Nat al i e si ghs and shakes her head.

NATALI E
I''mtwenty-eight years old, Kyle.
|'ve already got plenty of friends.
If all you want out of a
rel ati onship is another buddy...
Then maybe you shoul d just go.

Kyl e nods and grabs his coat.
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KYLE
Yeah. You're right. See you at
school on Monday.

He lets hinself out, |leaving Natalie utterly dunbfounded.

EXT. DC STREETS - N GHT
Kyl e races through the streets, clutching his cell phone.

KYLE
Ashl ey? Ashley, you there??

| NTERCUT W TH:

I NT. ASHLEY' S APARTMENT - SAME

Ashl ey, wearing an old T-shirt and sweats, tal ks on the phone
iP t he ﬁorner of the apartnent. Jeffrey watches TV well out
of earshot.

ASHLEY
Kyle? Wiat is it? Wat do you
want ?

KYLE

| have to see you. Meet ne for

di nner tonorrow night. CQur entire
friendship -- No, our entire lLives
depend on it.

Ashl ey | ooks over at Jeffrey, who is still none the w ser.
ASHLEY
Ck. Fine. But this better be
inmportant. | don't have tine to

just goof around with you anynore.

KYLE
| promise it's going to change your
life For the better.

Kyl e hangs up and punps his fist in the mddle of the street.

I NT. FANCY RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Kyl e, wearing a dusty suit that hasn't conme out of the closet
in years, sits anxiously at the best table in the house. He
spots Ashley entering the roomand waves her over.

KYLE
Hey! Ash, over here!
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Ashl ey is confused, but still downright radiant. She sits
and quickly starts angling for the fastest possible exit.

ASHLEY
Hey. So, | can't really stay | ong.
Jeffrey's com ng over |ater and--

KYLE
--1 decided I'mready to have ki ds.

Ashl ey blinks back at himfor a beat.

ASHLEY
I'ml"'msorry?
KYLE
I'mtotally ready. |'mgood to go.

The engine is prinmed and I'mfired
up to start maki ng babi es.

ASHLEY
O kay... Were the hell did this
conme fronf

KYLE
| thought about it and you're too
inportant to me. | want to do
rh?tever it takes to keep you in ny
ife.
ASHLEY

So, having a child with nme right
now i s your definition of "doilng
what ever it takes"?

KYLE
Right. Exactly.

Kyl e reaches under the table and hands Ashl ey a SHOPPI NG BAG
full of gifts.

ASHLEY
VWhat's all this?

KYLE
Look i nsi de. Check it out.

Ashl ey opens up the bag and pulls out a BABY ONESIE t hat
reads "l Heart My Daddy."

KYLE
Isn't that the cutest thing ever?
I nmean can you imagi ne that being
worn by an actual baby?? How
freaking cute would that be?
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Ashl ey keeps digging through the bag. The next thing out is
a BOX SET of The Wggles: Geatest Hits.

KYLE
You know The Wggles, right?
They' re huge with babies right now.
Li ke Duran Duran circa 1984 huge. |
got another set for ny car as well,
I"'mtotally digging it so far.

Struggling to control the | ook of horror on her face, Ashley
pulls out the last itemin the bag. It's a PlICITURE FRAME
with a photo of a RANDOM BABY i nsi de.

ASHLEY
And what's this?
KYLE
A picture... You know, of a baby.
ASHLEY
But whose baby is it?
_ KYLE _
It's just the one that cane with
the frane. | figured you could

just look at that random baby until

we have our own, and then we coul d

replace it with a photo of whatever

our baby | ooks like. Wiich wll

totally be way cuter than that one.
(beat)

So, what do you think?

Ashl ey stuffs the itens back in the bag and stares at Kyl e,
pain rising in her eyes.

ASHLEY
I can't believe you.

Kyl e shifts unconfortably in his seat, totally caught off
guard by Ashley's reaction.

KYLE
What ? What's wong?

ASHLEY
Are you serious -- Wat's wong??
What's wong is a nonth ago, | went

tenporarily insane and asked you to
dinner to tell you that | was ready
to uproot my life and live on a
boat in Costa-fucking-Rica--
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KYLE
--Wait, hold on, you never said
anyt hi ng about comng with me on
the fellowship.

ASHLEY
| know, 'cause you had al ready
bl owmn ne off for that geonetry
slut. And now you want to cone
back weeks later and try to pul
this shit? After |I've finally
managed to nmove on? Fuck off!

Heads start to turn around the restaurant at the sight of
Ashl ey' s anger.

KYLE
VWhat is wong with you? [|'m
wlling to give up everythi I

ng
have, ny future, nmy dreamjob...
Just to make you happy!

ASHLEY
Ch nice, | could really get used to
havi ng that held over ny head for
the next forty or fifty years. You
deci de you'd rather settle down with
me than contract scurvy and pul
rabi d Man-o-Wars out of your asshol e
for two years and that's supposed to
make nme want to be the nother of
your child? Christ, Kyle -- | don't
even want to be your friend anynore.

Kyl e staggers as he absorbs the gut punch.

KYLE
X, well, that's kind of fucked up.

ASHLEY
No, what's fucked up is you telling
nme you want to be best friends,
when you really just want to line
me up for sonme cheap ass while you
nove in on other chicks.

KYLE
I'msorry? Line you up for cheap
ass? Fromny perspective, it
seened like a pretty even split on
who was soliciting the sex here.

ASHLEY
Bul | shit.
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The nei ghboring tables are now officially | ocked onto the
nmel t down happening right before their eyes. Kyle doesn't
even notice as he whips out his cell phone.

KYLE
Ok, well to confirm |'mjust gonna
flip through a few of your old text
nmessages. Here we go. "There's a
hunger inside of nme. Cone over."
Real subtle. "I |ike nmy vagina the
same way | |ike ny turkey --
Stuffed." Thanksgi vi ng-thened.
How festive. Ch, here's a good
one. It reads sinply: "EUCK NOW"

Al'l caps, bold, and underli ned!

An OLD MAN sitting at the next table has finally heard
enough. He turns around and gets in Kyle's face.

O.D MAN
Excuse me, I'mtrying to have
dinner with ny famly. Can you two
take this fracas sone place el se?

KYLE
Hey, Pappy, this is a private
conversation, so why don't you
finish your veal, enjoy retirenent,
and m nd your business, alright?
Appreciate it.

The A d Man stands up to wave over the MANAGER, whil e Ashley
tries to stifle the pain and rage she's feeling inside.

ASHLEY
Wl | thanks for confirmng how I
felt all along. |'mbasically just

your whore.

KYLE
Yeah, well you know what they say
about whores: You know it's time to
quit when you start cunming with
t he custoners.

ASHLEY
G to hell, Kyle. Actually, no,
first go take your stupid
fell owshi p, get cock rot from Free
WIlly and choke on a bl owfish, then
go to hell.
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KYLE
Fine! 1'll do all those things,
cause |'d rather wash up on a
deserted island and suck dick for
quarters for the Swiss Famly
Robi nson than rai se sonme shitbag
kid in the suburbs with you for the
rest of ny lifel

ASHLEY
And 1'd rather go hone right now,
fuck ny new boyfriend stupid and
then drink nyself into a coma in
hopes that | wake up soneday and
forget about the five years of ny
life that I wasted being with you!

Just as the Manager makes his way over to the table, Ashley
darts up and storns out.

MANAGER _
Excuse nme, is everything ok over--

Kyl e nearly knocks the Manager over as he springs to his feet
and chases Ashl ey out the door.

EXT. RESTAURANT - CONTI NUOUS
Kyle races to catch up with Ashley as she hails a cab.

KYLE
So that's how it's gonna be, huh?
You' re gonna wal k out on us after
five years of being the best thing
in each other's lives?

ASHLEY
Yeah, right after | nake one nore
amendnent to your stupid
Constitution first.

Ashl ey reaches into her purse and pulls out a pen and her
beat -up copy of the Constitution.

ASHLEY
(scribbling)
Rule #34... In the event that Kyle

suddenly turns into a conplete and
utter ragi ng douchebag... HE CAN GO
FUCK HI MSELF!

Wth that, Ashley throws the Constitution at Kyle, stonps
into a cab, and SLAMS the car door as hard as she can.
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Kyl e picks up her Constitution and stares at the |ast words
Ashl ey has left behind. He tries to rip the paper in half,
but it won't tear because of the | am nating.

KYLE
Goddam! ... Lam nating!..
| NT. ASHLEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Ashl ey and Jeffrey lay in bed in the mddle of the night.
Jeffrey is passed out, but Ashley is still w de-awake.

Tears fall down her face as she cries as softly as she can.
Her gentle sobs finally stir Jeffrey out of his slunber.

JEFFREY
Hey... Wat's wong, babe?

ASHLEY
Not hing, just... | was thinking
about ny pet fish that got eaten
and... I"'mjust alittle upset about

it.

Jeffrey pats her on the shoulder and rolls over, turning his
back to Ashley as she sniffles softly to herself.

I NT. KYLE'S CLASSROOM - DAY

Kyle sits alone at his desk, holding the | am nated Friendship
Constitution over a huge BUNSEN BURNER FLANME.

He watches in a daze as the plastic bubbles and burns,
all owi ng the paper underneath to toast. Charlie enters the
roomafter snelling the harsh fumes fromthe hallway outside.

CHARLI E
Jesus, M. Hanberg, what're you
doi ng?

Kyl e doesn't even | ook up. He just keeps watching the
Constitution burn.

KYLE
What | shoul d have done a | ong,
long time ago, Charlie.

Charlie pulls a seat up in front of Kyle's desk. Charlie
sports a dejected |look that rivals Kyle's for sheer nisery.

CHARLI E
I think I know what you're going
t hrough. Abby dunped ne | ast night.
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Kyle finally snaps out of it and puts out the flanme on his
Bunsen Burner. He sees the pain witten across poor
Charlie's face.

KYLE
Shit... I'msorry, man. Wat
happened?

CHARLI E
| don't know. | asked a mllion
guestions and didn't get a single
answer .

Charlie | ooks up at Kyle with pleading eyes.

- CHARLI E _
Do you think we could go fire off
some rockets or sonething?

KYLE
I"I'l do you one better.

EXT. SOCCER Fl ELD - AFTERNOON
Kyle and Charlie stand in front of a nassive SUPER ROCKET,
ich is really just a HUGE PYRAM D of tiny rockets al

stacked up and taped to each ot her.

The guys construct their pyrotechnic nonstrosity while
continuing their conversation.

CHARLI E
|'"ve decided it's just not worth
it. | refuse to subject nyself to
this level of hurt again. |'m

going back to a female-free life.
Not even a thousand simultaneous
handj obs coul d possi bly cancel out
the anount of pain | feel in ny
heart right now

KYLE
Tell ne about it.

CHARLI E
"' m going to narrow focus to
hardcore gam ng. Wth enough
practice, | can conpete at a
national |evel and maybe carve out a
decent living for nyself. 1t's not

real ly about the noney, it's about
what nakes ne happy at this point.
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KYLE
You're exactly right. | need to
start doing what's gonna make ne
happy for once too.

CHARLI E
And what's that?

The guys finish taPing up their SUPER ROCKET. Kyl e |eans

down to light the fuse.
KYLE
Wrd on the application for
fellowship came in... | set sail in
two weeks. |I'mnot a science
teacher anynore, Charlie. I'ma

badass oceanogr apher.

As soon as Kyle finishes his sentence, the fuse burns out and
t he super rocket BLASTS into the sky above them

The bottom row of rockets IGNITES, setting off the row above
it and so on, until the entire pyram d EXPLODES in a
fantastic show of fire and col ored snoke.

CHARLI E

Holy shit. It's beautiful.
KYLE

It sure is.

From the parking lot, the school PRINCI PAL sees the carnage
in the sky and rushes over to the field.

PRI NCI PAL
Jesus Christ, Kyle! Wat the hel
are you doing?? Are you trying to
get yourself fired?!

KYLE
No, sir, Principal Laski.
(beat)
I quit.

The FLAM NG WRECKAGE of the super rocket finally CRASHES to
the ground. Charlie puts his armon Kyle's shoul der as they
wat ch the snoul dering heap char the grass in front of them

I NT. CYNTHI A'S OFFI CE - DAY

Ashl ey sits up on Cynthia's couch, letting it all out again.
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ASHLEY
This is just the right thing to do.
| should have realized it fromthe
begi nning. Wen you break-up with
sonmeone, you do it for a reason
Just cut each other off. |It's the
only way to nove on

Cynthia just nods and | ooks down at the floor.

ASHLEY
, how he can have what ever kind of
fe he wants in Costa Rica, and
|1 get exactly what |'m | ooking
r here. It's the perfect set-up
ally. Nothing like thousands of
mles of distance to really put
sonmeone out of your mnd for good.

Ashl ey | ooks to Cynthia for confirmation, but she is silent.

ASHLEY
Don't you think?

Cynthia finally | ooks up and | ocks eyes with Ashl ey.

CYNTHI A
No. | think you' re both nmaking a
bi g m st ake.

ASHLEY

What 7 Why? You saw how m serabl e
he nade ne. Wy should |I have to
put nyself through that?

CYNTHI A
Because it's worth it. That's why.
Because for all the hurt and the
pain that you have to suffer
t hrough now, it's worth it to still
have himthere. Just to tell you
that everything is going to be ok
in a way that no one el se can.

Ashl ey takes in Cynthia's words and focuses her thoughts.

ASHLEY
| really appreciate you talking
with ne so nuch, Cynthia, but ['ma
psychol ogi st too. And a damm good
one. Al I'mlooking for here is a
l[ittle support. | already know how
to talk to nyself |ike a shrink.
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CYNTHI A
I"'mnot trying to talk to you Ilike
a shrink, Ashley. I'mtrying to
talk to you like a friend.

Wt hout giving Ashley a chance to respond, Cynthia turns
around to her desk and buries herself in sonme work.

Ashl ey | eans back on the couch and | ooks up at the ceiling,
left with only herself to help sort out her feelings now.

CUT TGO

EXT. COSTA RI CA BEACH - OCEAN DOCKS - DAY
Kyl e haul s his bel ongi ngs across an awesone sandy beach.

He approaches the DOCKS uE ahead and whi ps out a Fell owship
BROCHURE. The brochure showcases a picture of the RUSTY OLD
DI VE BOAT that will be Kyle's home for the next two years.

KYLE
Ok, made it... Hone sweet--
(beat)
Ho-ly shit...

Kyle |l owers the brochure and gets his first |ook at the REAL
FELLOWNSH P BOAT.

It's a RLDI CUL LY SWEET MEGA- YACHT, pul sating with | oud
gusig and squeal s of excitenent com ng fromthose already on-
oar d.

Kyl e | ooks up and spots a distingui shed BEARDED MAN in his
60s peering down at himfromthe top deck. This is DR
W NSTON ZI MVET, the head of the Costa Rica Fell owship.

DR ZI MVET
Hello there! You nust be Kyl el
You're the last fellow to arrive,
let's get you on-board!

Before Kyle can respond, a team of CREW MEMBERS energe and
take hol d of his |uggage, whisking himaway to board the
fantastic ship.

EXT. FELLOWSHI P BOAT - TOP DECK - MOMENTS LATER

Kgle gets his first glinpse at the incredible set up he's
about to enjoy during his tinme at sea.

Fel | owshi p STAFFERS patrol the top deck carrying trays of
hors d' oeuvres and flutes of chanpagne.
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TWELVE OTHER GEEKED OUT FELLOWS chill out in a badass HOT
TUB, reel in FISH NG POLES over the top railing, or speed
around in JET-SKIS in the water down bel ow.

The place is basically the sickest party Kyle has ever seen
in his life. He stares in bew |dernent as Dr. Zi nmet
approaches with a huge smle.

DR ZI MVET
Not bad, huh? Think you could get
used to living like this for the
next coupl e years?

KYLE
This is... This is nothing like the
brochure. Are you sure I'min the

ri ght place?

DR ZI MVET

Absol utely. W made sone upgrades
to the programthis year. Renenber
t he poor young man o died on that
epi sode of "Deadliest Catch"? One
of our esteened alummi and the heir
to a massive oil fortune. Can you
say "endowrent"?

Kyl e | ocks eyes with sone of the other Fellows, who wel cone
himwarmy and invite himto join in on the fun.
KYLE
This is incredible...
(beat)
Ch nmy God, is that an onelette

chef ?

Behi nd the hot tub, an OMELETTE CHEF wor ks his magi c and
cooks up eggs nade to order

DR ZI MVET

Indeed it is. Cone on, |I'll show
you around.

(loud, to everyone)
And after Kyle settles in,
everybody get ready because we'll
be officrally setting sail and
preparing for our first deep sea
di ve toget her!

The Fell ows all SCREAM AND APPLAUD, none | ouder than Kyl e.

I NT. JEFFREY'S BMW - EVEN NG

Jeffre% and Ashl ey, both dressed to the nines once again,
make their way through highway traffic.
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JEFFREY
You sure you don't mnd comng with
me to one of these things again?

ASHLEY
No, cone on, of course not. |
think they're fun

JEFFREY
Alright, well | owe you one. This
weekend we' || do whatever you wanna

do. What kind of stuff did you do
for fun before you nmet ne?

Ashl ey takes a nonent to think it over

ASHLEY
I don't know. .. Nothing special.
But I'Il think of sonething.

Jeffrey smles at her and steps on the gas.

EXT. FELLOWSHI P BOAT - TOP DECK - DAY

Kyl e stands on the deck ?etting fitted with his scuba gear by
Dr. Zinmret's trusty staf He and all the other excited
Fel l ows are decked out in full deep-sea diving suits, scuba
fins, and oxygen tanks.

DR ZI MVET
, everybodﬁ ready? Stay close as
a group and keep your eyes w de
open. Renenber, today's adventure
is just the first of many!

Zimet |eads the Fellows to the side of the boat. He faces
them once nore before getting set to junp.

DR ZI MVET
Get ready to see a part of the
worl d you've only dreanmed of!

Kyle smles and watches as Zimmret DIVES into the ocean. Kyle
and the other Fellows all pour in behind him

| NT. NATI ONAL GALLERY OF ART - EVEN NG

Jeffrey holds court over another elite political gala.

He reels in his crowd of onlookers with his usual sBieI, this

time with his armaround Ashley. She stands close by his
side, feeling very much |ike part of the group.
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JEFFREY
So, | said to him-- Anthony, think
about it. Whose world do you wanna
live in. Qurs? O theirs?

The crowd eats it all up, as usual. Jeffrey shoots a w nning
smle to Ashley, who returns it, proud of her man.

EXT. OCEAN DEPTHS - UNDERWATER - DAY

Kyle is 400 feet below the surface. Al around himis OCEAN
LI FE of every size, shape, and col or imagi nable.

MULTI - COLORED SCHOOLS OF FI SH wander about. JELLYFI SH, EELS,
and SEA TURTLES all float past a stunning CORAL REEF t hat
shi mrers agai nst the bright blue water.

Kyle soaks it all in with eyes w de open and a huge snile
under his scuba mask. He swins to get as close as he
possibly can to all the stunning creatures surroundi ng him

He then turns and spots ONE SINGLE FI SH swimm ng by itself in
a seemngly enpty corner of the ocean

The fish is identical to the tropical fish that Kyvle once
shared with Ashl ey.

Kyl e | ocks onto the tiny fish and swins closer towards it.
Everyt hi ng around Kyl e fades away and it slowy starts to
feel as if he and the fish are nowthe only living things in
the entire ocean.

Just as Kyle makes it within inches of the lonely fish, it
| ooks at himfor a nonment and then swi ns away, di sappearing
into the abyss.

Kyle's face falls as he watches it go. He stops sw nm ng and
just drifts in the water alone while the other Fellows
continue their underwater explorations far off behind him

I NT. ASHLEY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Ashley is seated at the dining roomtable, waiting as Jeffrey
serves her a plate of freshly cooked food.

JEFFREY
And for being such a good date at
yet anot her painfully boring work

function, | present you with ny
f anbus Chi cken Marsal a and honenade
couscous.

ASHLEY

Awesone, | ooks great, thank you.
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JeffreY sets down the attractive plate and sits. There's a
clear | ack of conversation between themas they start to eat.

ASHLEY
Hey, do you dare nme to try and fit
this entire piece of chicken in ny
nmout h?

JEFFREY
Un.. Wiy would | do that?

ASHLEY
| don't know... It m ght be funny.

JEFFREY
Yeah. But it would al so be stupid.

Ashl ey nods and they both go back to their food.

I NT. FELLOWSHI P BOAT - KYLE' S ROOM - SAME

Kyle, still soaking wet and nel ancholy, sits on a KING SI ZE
BED in the mddle of his incredible room

The roomis decorated |like a five-star suite at the Plaza. A
sick PLASMA TV hangs fromthe wall. There's a fully stocked
VT BAR in the corner. A HUGE AQUARI UM t akes up half of the
rear wall behind the bed.

Despite the incredi ble accommopdati ons, Kyle couldn't | ook
nore depressed. Finally, he pulls a SATELLI TE PHONE of f the
wal | and dials a nunber he knows by heart.

I NT. ASHLEY' S APARTMENT - SAME
Ashl ey and Jeffrey are carrying their dishes to the sink.

ASHLEY
Hey, 1've gotta run to the
bathroom [|'ll be right back out
to hel p, ok?

JEFFREY
No probl em

Jeffrey turns on the sink and starts rinsing the dishes as
Ashl ey’ s phone starts to RI NG

JEFFREY
Ash, phone's ringing! M hands are
soaki ng!

ASHLEY (Q. S.)
Let it go to the nachine!
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Ashl ey's machine BEEPS. A familiar voice fills the room

KYLE (V. Q)
Yeah, uh, hi. Ashley, it's Kyle,
calling fromthe mddle of the
Pacific Ccean... Un | don't
exactly know how to say this, but
I"msitting here in a ridiculously
tricked out maritime suite that has
satellite TV and a full wet bar for
sonme reason and... It turns out al
| can think about is how badly I
screwed things up with you

Jeffrey listens with a blank stare. Ashley energes fromthe
bat hroom listening closely to every word.

I NT. CHARLI E'S BEDROOM - SAME

Charlie, still m serable and heartbroken, plays a ganme of
Wrld of Warcraft on his conputer

As he navigates the interactive world, he receives an I Mfrom
soneone naned HannahShotFirst. It reads: Hey, it's Hannah
fromhistory class. Sorry about you and Abby. ..

Kyl e's voice carries over as Charlie reads.

KYLE (V. Q)
| know the way we |eft things
bet ween us was bad, and now it nust
seem | i ke there's no going back
fromthere, but even if you'd
rat her swallow a cyanide pill than
see ny face ever again, | stil
can't have ﬁou out there thinking
you're the kind of person that I
can just |eave behind for good.
Because you're not...

As Charlie types back, his WARCRAFT CHARACTER i s approached
by a BEAUTI FUL ELF. Charlie gets another |Mreading:

HannahShot First: You're way too cute for her anyways. |
al ways thought she was kind of a bitch.

Charlie smles again for the first tine in days.

I NT. COUNTRY CLUB BALLROOM - SAME

Cynt hi a meanders around anot her Singles N ght populated with
pl enty of DI STI NGUI SHED OLDER FOLKS. She | ooks | onely and
saddened by her bad | uck once again.
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KYLE (V. Q)
Today | finally got a chance to
live on the precipice of the
unknown. | was 400 feet bel ow the
surface of the ocean, and | saw a
part of the world I'd only dreaned
of before. But it didn't natter,
because that part of the world
didn't include you..

Cynthia is about to | eave the ballroom until she is
approached by a kind-faced man naned ALAN. Al an doesn't say
a word, he just stands in front of Cynthia and sml es.

CYNTH A
Can | help you?

ALAN
I"'msorry, I"'mjust alittle
nervous. It's not ever% day |
deci de to ask the nost beauti ful

worman in the roomto dance with ne.

Cynthi a barely knows how to react, but the smle on her face
conmes naturally. Al an extends his hand and she takes it.

I NT. ASHLEY' S APARTMENT - SAME

Ashl ey still stands outside the bathroom door, frozen as she
takes in the rest of Kyle's nessage.

KYLE (V. Q)
And | don't care if you're in ny
life as a girlfriend, or a best
friend, or whatever... But | know
now that | need you here sonewhere.
| do. And | just had to say it
because |I don't want to wait two
whol e years to finally tell you how
i mportant you still are to ne. So
I"'mtelling you now. ..

(beat)

Yeah, so that's everything | guess.
Thanks for |istening and have an
excel l ent night. Bye.

Kyl e hangs up and the machi ne BEEPS again. Ashley is stil
frozen where she stands, shock and raw enotion witten all
over her face.

Jeffrey | ooks over at her, unsure how to proceed.

JEFFREY
That... WAs your ex-boyfriend?
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ASHLEY
Yeah.

Jeffrey nods. There's a |long beat of silence between them
until Jeffrey breaks it with a BURST OF LAUGHTER

JEFFREY
Holy shit! That was |ike the nost
ridiculous thing I've ever heard in
my entire life!

Jeffrey keeps laughing his ass off, while Ashley just stares
at the blinking |1 ght on the answeri ng nmachi ne.

JEFFREY
You seriously dated this guy? Was
he always this nmuch of a raging
puss- bag?

Jeffrey keeps laughing to hinself, until Ashley finally | ooks
up and glares at him

ASHLEY
Fuck you.

The | aughter stops in an instant. Jeffrey |ooks back at her
wi t h confusi on.

JEFFREY
What? C non, |'mjust nessing
around. The guy's a total nut!

ASHLEY

Here's a quick rule check for you
Jeff. You don't get to talk crap
about soneone's ex until you've
effectively made them forget about
that person. And so far the only
thing you' ve made ne forget about
are the decent standards | used to
have when sel ecting a rebound guy.

JEFFREY
Ok, wait a second -- Wat's your
probl enf?

ASHLEY

My problemis that instead of

wat ching shitty reality TV and
eating Pop-Tarts with Kyle, I'm
stuck here with you, picking apart
dry chicken while pretending to give
two shits about how you spent your
day making it easier for twelve-year-
olds to buy assault rifles.
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JEFFREY
Xk, that is not what | do -- And
hold on -- Are you saying you'd
rat her be back together with that
clown than be with nme?

ASHLEY
No, what |I'msaying is "that clown"
is nmy goddamm best friend, and 1'd
rat her do nothing with himthan do
anything with you. Because Kyle
may not shave regularly, he m ght
not own a power suit, or drive a
car with automatic | ocks and
wi ndows... But | know for damm sure
that he'd never turn his back on ne
while | cried in ny sleep. And
lately, that's Pretty much the only
thing 1've really needed.

Jeffrey's all out of bullets now There's nothing he can say
Lo that. Ashley finally breaks off her hate stare and grabs
er coat.

JEFFREY
Where are you goi ng?

ASHLEY
Qut. And don't waste your tine
bei ng here when | get back.

She reaches for the door and then turns back around.

ASHLEY
Oh yeah, and one nore thing.
(beat)
Your couscous sucks ass.

Wth that, she's gone, |eaving Jeffrey shaken by the sound of
t he sl anm ng door.

EXT. FELLOWSHI P BOAT - TOP DECK - EVEN NG

Kyl e wanders ainl essly around the rocking top deck of the
fellowship boat. Al around himare other Fellows chow ng
down on PLATTERS OF SUSHI, SI NG NG KARAOKE, or making use of
t he sweet TETHERBALL AND BADM NTON COURTS.

Kyl e wat ches sadly as everyone around himhas the tine of
their Iives.

KYLE
Seriously?... Tetherball?
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He turns and spots Dr. Zimret sitting on the edge of the deck
by hinsel f, gazing out at a MAGNI FI CENT AMBER SUNSET. Kyl e
wal ks over to Zimmet in search of sone peace and quiet.

KYLE
Do you, uh, mind if | sit down?
DR ZI MVET
Kyle, hi. O course not. Join ne.

Kyle takes a seat next to Dr. Zimet and stares out at the
sunset with him It's one of the nost amazing sights Kyle
has ever laid eyes on.

Dr . Zinnet pul I|'s out a BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE and offers a gl ass
to Kyle.

DR. ZI MVET
Care for sonme chanpagne?
KYLE
Oh, no thanks.
DR ZI MVET
You sure? It's the real deal. Dom

Peri gnon. Ever since the
endowrent, we're swnmring in the
stuff. I'mstarting to put it in
my cereal now.

Zimet sits back and takes a |l ong | ook out at the sunset.
It's the kind of sight that never gets old for him

DR ZI MVET

It really is amazing, isn't it?
KYLE

Yeah. It is.
DR ZI MVET

So... Is it everything you hoped it

woul d be?
Kyle waits for a | ong beat before answering.

KYLE
No.

Dr. Zimmet reads the discontent on Kyle's face. Zinmmet's
reaction says this is sonmething he's seen before.

DR ZI MVET
Let ne guess... A woman?
KYLE

You coul d say that.
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Zi met nods and turns back towards the ocean. The sun slowy
starts to fall behind the water horizon.

DR ZI MVET

Kyle, can | share with you a | esson
I've | earned from spending the past
thirty-five years I1ving at sea?

(beat
The big difference between people
and fishis... If you find a fish
that you |ike, and you have to | et
it go... At |east you know there's
still a mllion nore out there
exactly like it.

Kyle stares out at the water as the words sink in. He knows
what he has to do now. He hops to his feet and grasps Dr.
Zimret's hand in a warm shake.

KYLE
Dr. Zimret, thank you for
everything, but | think I have to
get off this boat as quickly as
possi bl e.

DR ZI MVET
| know you do, son. There's one
i ke you every year. And | haven't
bl aned a single one of you yet.

Zimet turns and WHI STLES to the nenbers of his crew
DR. ZI MVET
Hey, Carlos! Fire up the jet-skKi
We got a waffler!

Zimet puts his armaround Kyle and wal ks himto the other
side of the deck, where the karaoke and tetherball rage on.

DR ZI MVET

Hey, how 'bout an onelette for the
road?

INT. CAB - N GHT

Ashley sits in the back of a cab weaving its way through
traffic. She clutches her phone and waits for an answer.

ASHLEY
(into phone)
Cynthia! It's Ashley. | just
wanted to call and say... Thank you

for being such a good friend.
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I NT. COUNTRY CLUB BALLROOM - SAME

CLOSE on Cynthia's phone, sitting unattended on an enpty
ballroomtable. As the phone's "New Message" chinme RINGS, we
turn to see Cynthia danci ng cheek-to-cheek with Al an

Cynthia holds Alan's shoulders tightly, as they both get | ost
in the nonment together.

EXT. OCEAN - SAME

Kyl e holds on tight as Dr. Zimret's crew nmenber, CARLGCS,
navi gates the jet-ski through the choppy ocean waters.

KYLE
Hey, thanks a lot for getting ne to
the airport, by the way!

CARLOS
No problem sir!

Kyle pulls out his folded up onelette and offers a bite to
Carl os.

KYLE
You want a bite of ny onelette?

CARLOS
No thank you, sir!

Kyl e nods and takes a bite as Carlos revs up the gas and
ZOOMS towards the shore.

EXT. REAGAN NATI ONAL Al RPORT - NI GHT

Ashley's cab pulls up at the departures gate and she rushes
out as fast as she can.

I NT. REAGAN NATI ONAL Al RPORT - MOVENTS LATER

Ashl ey runs her ass off towards the closest TICKETI NG AGENT.

She cuts through the line full of TRAVELERS and nearly
collides with the ticket counter.

ASHLEY
This is an energency -- I'min |ike
t hree destination weddings this
weekend. | need to get on the next

flight to Costa Rica!
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I NT. COSTA RI CA Al RPORT - SAME

Kyle pulls the sane stunt at the Costa Rica airport. He runs
t hrough a BUSY CROAD and barrels into the nearest ticket
counter.

KYLE
| have to get to DC right away or
I"mgonna mss ny liver transplant!

I NT. ASHLEY'S PLANE - NI GHT

Ashl ey sits in her seat on the plane, |ooking |like she's
about to hyper-ventilate. She tries to get a grip and waves
down a FLI GHT ATTENDANT.

ASHLEY
Excuse ne. You don't happen to know
where | can score a Valium do you?

The Flight Attendant |ooks at Ashley |like she's insane.

I NT. KYLE'S PLANE - SAME

Kyle grips his arnrests and holds his breath as his plane
gets in the air. He's so nervous that he grabs his paper
BARF BAG and starts HUFFI NG AND PUFFING into it.

The WOMAN sitting next to Kyle |eans away from himand shifts
over to an enpty seat in the next row.

I NT. ASHLEY'S PLANE - EI GHT HOURS LATER

Ashl ey's plane has finally | anded and the "Fasten Seatbelts"”
sign DINGS off. Ashley is the first one out of her seat.
She races past each row on the way to the exit.

ASHLEY

I'"'mserious, I'mlate for |ike
ei ght een weddi ngs!

I NT. KYLE'S PLANE - SAME

Kyl e squeezes through a cranped row full of PASSENGERS trying
to unload their |uggage. He nuscles his ma% towards the
e

exit, pissing off everyone within reach as goes.
KYLE
Sorry, sorry -- Excuse ne! | have

a liver transplant!
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I NT. COSTA RICA Al RPORT - M NUTES LATER

Ashl ey runs as fast as her legs will carry her through the
arrivals gate.

I NT. REAGAN NATI ONAL Al RPORT - SAME

Kﬁle does the exact same thing at Reagan, as he races towards
the taxi |ane outside. He blows through another long line
and junps into the first cab he sees.

I NT. COSTA RICA CAB - M NUTES LATER

Ashley is planted in a Costa Rica cab now. It zoons onto the
streets away fromthe airport.

COSTA RI CA CABBI E
So, where we goi ng?

ASHLEY
Un.. Ch shit... | have no idea.

EXT. ASHLEY' S APARTMENT - SAME

Kyl e dives out of his cab and sFrints to Ashler's bui | di ng.
He pounds on her BUZZER and yells upstairs as |oud as he can.

KYLE
ASHLEY!!  ASHLEY!!! [T 'S ME!
KYLE! I'!

Pl SSED OFF NEI GHBOR (0. S.)
SHUT THE FUCK UP!!

KYLE
SORRY! I'!
(beat)
DO YOU KNOW WHERE ASHLEY | S?!?
(anot her beat)
ACTUALLY NEVERM ND -- |'LL JUST
CALL HER!'!

As }he Nei ghbor yells back, Kyle whips out his cell phone and
s

ials Ashley's nunber.

KYLE
Hel | 0?? -- Ashl ey??

| NTERCUT W TH:
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I NT. COSTA RICA CAB - SAME
Ashley's eyes light up at the sound of Kyle's voice.

ASHLEY
Kyl e, thank God! \Were are you? |
have to talk to you

KYLE _
' mon your front steps, screamng
your nanme into the buzzer thingie.

ASHLEY
Wait, what?

KYLE
I'"'min DC

ASHLEY

Wiy the hell are you in DC?? 1'm
in the mddle of Costa Rical

KYLE

What the shit are you doing there??
ASHLEY _ _

| cane to see you! | just did the

whol e crazy sprint through the
ai rport thing!

KYLE
So didI! | sprinted ny ass of f!

KYLE/ ASHLEY
FUCK!

They both take a nonent to catch their breaths.

ASHLEY
W need to neet. As soon as
possi bl e. Were's sonmewhere
directly in the mddl e?

KYLE
"Il call M. Horowitz, the
Ceogr aphy teacher.

ASHLEY
Great, call ne back

They both hang up sinultaneously and turn to their cabbies.
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KYLE/ ASHLEY
I need to go back to the airport!

CUT TGO

INT. M AM | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - MORNI NG

The arrivals gate is packed on a hectic norning. Travellers
haul 1 uggage and usher children on the PEOPLE- MOVERS t hat
slide across the busy floor in both directions.

Kyl e, red-eyed and utterly exhausted, rides on one side of
t he peopl e-nover, searching far and wi de for Ashley.

Ashl ey, ready to pass out on her feet, rides on the other
si de, where she anxiously scans for any hint of Kyle.

Everyone around them | ooks straight ahead and minds their own
business. It seens |like not a single pair of people in the
entire airport are making eye-contact.

ntil Kyl n hi finall I k th ve t r
each other from opposite directions.

They both break into sweet sniles as they creep closer and
closer to one another. As their paths cross, Kyle holds up
two coffees. Ashley holds up two nuffins.

Nei t her of them have any troubl e keeping their eyes open now.

I NT. Al RPORT ARRI VALS GATE - MORNI NG

Kyl e and Ashl ey wal k down the airPort fl oor together, picking
apart their nuffins while they talk

ASHLEY
No way! Tetherball and badm nton??

KYLE
Yes, it was ridiculous! And you
shoul d have seen the toilets. |
woul d have slept on one if | didn't
alreadK have a Ki ng-size bed with
1200 thread count Egyptian sheets.

Ashl ey slows her stride and | ooks up at him

ASHLEY
Sounds |i ke they had everything you
ever wanted on that boat.

KYLE
Yeah, they were close... Just not
cl ose enough.
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They keep wal king and hold their gaze for a | ong beat.

ASHLEY
So then what do we do now?

Krle | ooks around and spots the huge FLI GHT MAP that |ists
all the arrivals and destinations of the day's flights. He
| eads Ashl ey over towards the map.

KYLE
| don't know... | nmean, we're both
here, stuck in the mddle of an
international airport...

Kyl e and AshIeY reach the flight nmap and gaze up at it. The
swarm of travellers around them keeps novi ng.

KYLE
Maybe we shoul d go somewhere.
ASHLEY
Yeah... | guess we could go pretty
much anywhere we want.
KYLE
Ok then, your choice. Pick any
pl ace and we'll go there. Together.

Ashl ey scans the map for a nonment and then | ooks back at him

ASHLEY
Actually... | think I'"'mpretty good
right here.

Shehgives hima sweet smile and he does the sane right back
to her.

KYLE
Yeah... | think I amtoo.
(beat)
So... You wanna hang out?

She nods and they start wal king together, their eyes |ocked
on each other the whole way until they are swall owed up by
the herd of travellers and we...

FADE QUT.
THE END





