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AGAI NST BLACK, a fenml e VA CE:

DI RECTOR (O S.)
Whenever you’re ready.

FADE I N ON:

A 30-ish blonde, CINDY, trying to | ook confortable on a flora
print couch. She clears her throat, |ooks into the |ens.

Cl NDY
| guess it would have to be ny
si xt eent h.

DI RECTOR (O. S.)
Can you start the sentence with ny
nost nenor abl e- -

Cl NDY

Right. Sorry.

(beat)
My nost nenorabl e birthday woul d
have to be ny sixteenth. M dad
rented the ferris wheel on the Santa
Monica Pier. Al ny friends cane.
We rode it nust’ve been a hundred
times. At the end of the night,
Richie Brenner tells me his nomis
out of town, he has the car, do |
want a ride home? | couldn't
believe ny dad let me go with him
I lost my virginity in his basenent.

(suddenly very worried)
Can | say that? Maybe | shouldn’'t
say that... about doin” it with
Ri chi e.

DI RECTOR (O S.)
Do you regret it?

Cl NDY
Al'l the other girls were doing it
since they were 14.

DI RECTOR (O S.)
So you wanted to.

Cl NDY
(sly smle)
It was ny sweet 16.
As she BLUSHES, we...

FADE TO BLACK



FADE | N ON:
A TI TLE CARD bearing the nunber: *“30”

DI SSOLVE TO
RING .. RING..

I NT. SENNA" S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

A runmpl ed faux-redhead, SENNA, reaches for the ringing phone,
presses it against her hair.

SENNA
H Mom Thank you. ...Yes, you're
the first. ...Wuldn't mss it for

the world. See you then
As the phone slides fromher ear--

W LL
Your not her always call at the
crack of dawn?

SENNA
Only on ny birthday.

Senna’ s strapping, young bedmate, WLL, sits up.

W LL
Today’ s your birthday? Shit. Wy
didn’t you tell ne?

SENNA
Ddn't |?

W LL
I think I would have renenbered.
So...? How old are you?

SENNA
30.

W LL
No, seriously.

Senna turns to look at him Raises an eyebrow

W LL
You are not 30!

She pats himon the head, gets out of bed.



W LL
Not that it matters. QA der wonen
are hot! You should take it as a
compliment | thought you were
younger. Senna?

As Senna di sappears into the bathroom -

CUT TGO

EXT. SENNA' S LOS FELI Z APARTMENT - DAY
KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK

DARLA
Sennal

DARLA, a wisp of a wonan in culottes and conbat boots, bangs
on Senna’s door. As she reaches under the mat for the key--

The door opens. It’s WII. He avoids Darla s gaze as he
skul ks past.

I NSI DE THE APARTMENT

It looks like a crime scene: dirty dishes, |aundry
everywhere... Darla’ s (non-)reaction suggests it’s like this
all the time. Senna snokes a cigarette as she makes coffee.
Before Darla can ask--

SENNA
We broke up.

DARLA
You gave himthree good weeks.

SENNA
He tal ked too nuch

DARLA
Maybe you shoul d get a dog.
(Senna bristles: A dog?)
They don’t invite their friends
over to drink all your beer, borrow
your credit cards--

SENNA
" mnot getting a dog.

DARLA
Sucks that you broke up on your
bi rt hday.

( MORE)



Senna spots a DI AMOND SOLI TAIRE on Darla’ s ring finger.

gr abs her

DARLA(cont ' d)

(then, upbeat)
"1l throw you a party! M hot
friend fromHarvard will make you
forget all about jailbait--

SENNA
The only thing I want | ess than a
party is for you to set me up with
one of your preppie friends.
(then, suddenly)
What is that?

hand, | ooks at her accusingly.

DARLA
I warned you we were tal king about
it.

SENNA

What about our dream of becom ng
crinkly old spinsters together?

(off Darla's grimce)
Ckay, ny dream

(t hen)
|"ve got to give it to him it is a
badass ring.

DARLA

You want to try it on?
SENNA

No t hanks.
DARLA

Afraid you re going to want one?

SENNA
If we were in opposite world,
maybe. But |’ m happy for you.

DARLA
No you’'re not.
SENNA
Yes, | am Unhappy for ne, but

happy for you. You' re going to be
a beautiful bride.

She opens her arns. They hug, then:

SENNA
So when does the internment begin?

She



DARLA
Not for another year, at |east.
H s parents are flying in from
Sydney this weekend to neet ne.
We’ re having dinner at Le Done.

SENNA
Le Done? What are you wearing?

DARLA
What | al ways wear.

SENNA
So they' ' re going to feed you
t hrough the w ndow, then?

DARLA
Is it that bad?

SENNA
You're comng to work with ne.

CUT TGO

EXT. VARI QUS LA LOCATIONS - DAY

Senna and Darl a di sappear down the steps of the VERMONT
AVENUE SUBWAY STATION. To the sound of the TRAIN
accelerating into the darkness...

ARl EL VI EWof the route-- along SUNSET BLVD., past DODGER
STADI UM t hrough the towering DOANTOAN LA high rises to:

THE LA CLOTHI NG MART.
Wal I's of glass, soaring ceilings, hundreds of show oons,

crammed together for one purpose: selling clothes. Follow
t he enornous, two-story escal ator up to:

Atop tier SHONROOM As Senna inspects a rack of nonotone
separ at es- -

DARLA
Captain Kirk called. He wants his
uni forms back

SENNA
The sanpl es are over there.

She shoos Darla toward a rack of sanple dresses. As Darla
hal f-heartedly | ooks through them -



RAMONE
I"mputting in ny wll that | want
to be buried in these.

RAMONE, a handsonme worman trapped in a man’s body, holds out a

pair of perfectly orange suede boots for Senna to see. She
GASPS, snatches one out of his hand.

SENNA
On God. Have to have them

DARLA
They don’t exactly go with your
St epford w ves-wear.

RAMONE
O your Stepford wi fe boss.
SENNA
Peopl e shoul d have crushed orange
suede, and dam it, I'’mgoing to
bring it to them Vanessa will deal
with it. |’mtaking the boots.
RAMONE

You' re the buyer.

She joins Darla at the sanmple rack. After a quick perusal:

SENNA
I don't like any of these for you.
Let’s go to the alley.
(t hen)
Messenger the boots...?

RAMONE
You got it.

Senna and Darla make for the door, exit onto--

THE SI DEWALK

As Senna pauses to light a cigarette:

DARLA

She’s not going to like them
SENNA

Who?
DARLA

Vanessa. The boots...?



SENNA
If she doesn’t |ike them we’ll
send them back. No biggie.

DARLA
Just because you started as her
salesgirl--

SENNA
(correcting her)
Stylist.

DARLA
Stylist, doesn’t nmean you have to
wor k for her forever.

SENNA
It’s a good job.

DARLA
You’' re bored out of your gourd!
That’ s why you snoke.

SENNA
| snmoke to keep fromstuffing food
in my nouth.

DARLA
Anot her sign of boredom

SENNA
At | east |’ m coping.

They arrive at colorful, chaotic SANTEE ALLEY. Senna snubs
out her cigarette, then plunges into a stall, starts flipping
t hrough dresses. Darla holds up one of her discards:

DARLA
VWhat about this one?

SENNA
Too Swi ss M ss.

Darla gives it another |ook: she’s right! Senna noves on to
another stall. As Darla follows on her heels--

DARLA
Look at you. You' re a bl oodhound,
driven by unstoppable instincts.
(then, stopping short)
Qooh. Stella MCart ney!

She pulls a dress off a rack. Senna takes one | ook--



SENNA

Knock-of f. Look at the stitching.
DARLA

I like it.
SENNA

| guess it’s passable. Put it on.

She noves sone racks to nake an i npronptu changing area. As
Darl a di sappears from vi ew -

DARLA
They say that follow ng your dreans
paves the way for | ove.

SENNA
| have no idea what that neans.

DARLA
It nmeans you‘re not going to
attract love into your life until
you' re fulfilled by what you' re
doi ng.

Darla cones out. Senna pulls a PIN CUSH ON from her bag,
starts making adjustnents to the dress.

DARLA
See? This is what |I’mtalking about.
You're like the Picasso of clothes.

SENNA
" mworking ny way up. That’s what
we do in the real world. Wen you
finish school, you'll do it, too.

A VENDCR appr oaches.

VENDOR
If you want to stick pins in ny
dress you’'re going to have to buy
it.

She sneaks a glance at Darla: do you want it? Darla nods.

SENNA
W' Il give you fifty bucks.

VENDOR
It’s a Stella MCartney!
(of f Senna’s raised eyebrow)
Seventy-five.



SENNA
Si xty.

Darla offers up the cash. As the vendor takes it--

DARLA
If you worked sonmewhere that sold
clothes we |ike, you could |oan ne
the real thing for free.

SENNA
Uh-huh. What tinme is it?
(grabbing Darla s wrist)
Shit! W gotta go, | can't be late.

CUT TGO

INT. BEL AIR HOTEL - DAY

Senna enters the posh hotel, is greeted by FRANCO S, the
handsone, silver-haired MAITRE D .

FRANCO S
Senna! Bon anniversaire!l You get
nore beautiful every year

SENNA
And you get nore forgiving.
Speaki ng of forgiving--

FRANCO S
Your nmother is on the terrace.

Senna makes her way to the terrace, where CELIA (svelt,
stylish, inpressively young-1looking) is seated.

CELI A
Senna darl i ng!

She stands and cups Senna’s face.
CELI A
My beautiful birthday girl. Just
| ook at you.
She pulls a large wapped gift fromunder the table.

CELI A
Happy birthday. Open it!

As Senna starts unw apping the gift...



CELI A
Francoi s asked ne how ol d you are,
can you believe it?

SENNA
The nerve.

A WAI TER approaches. To Senna:

WAl TER
Sonet hing to drink, Mdnoiselle?

CELI A
(perfect French)
Un thé vert, |la nmene come noi

As soon as the waiter noves off--

CELI A
You didn't tell him | hope.
SENNA
That |1’ m 30?
CELI A
Senna! It’s nobody’ s busi ness how
old we are.
SENNA
“We?” | see. How ‘bout we tel

peopl e you' re not nmy real nom
That | was adopted. At 15. Wen
you were 25.

CELI A
I"’mall you' ve got. You should be
grateful I'"mnot letting nyself go.

Senna opens the box, pulls out a dinner plate,
a teacup and saucer

SENNA
You got me a china place setting?

CELI A
A woman your age shoul d have decent
china. Foolish at this point to
wait for your wedding. Do you like
the pattern? | love it!

SENNA
It’s very... Bridal

10.

a sal ad pl ate,



CELI A
| didit to enpower you. So you're
not waiting for a man. If | give
you one every year, you'll have a
full set by the tinme you' re in your

forties.

The tea arrives. Celia reaches across the table,
cup, pushes it toward Senna, willing her to drink.

CELI A
So Darla tells me you' re dating a
fetus.
SENNA
When did you talk to Darl a?
CELI A
So it’s true.
SENNA
Yes, |I'’mdating a fetus. Hard to

get too serious with his nother
al ways taggi ng al ong.

CELI A
Again with the sarcasm [It’s no
wonder you can’t neet a man.

SENNA
| nmeet plenty of nen, nother.

CELI A
No, you neet boys. Men have | obs.
Hones. Facial hair. They take an
interest in neeting your famly--

SENNA
| broke up with the fetus, okay?
You never net him because it was
never goi ng anywher e.

CELI A
If it was never goi ng anywhere, why
did you go out with hinf

SENNA
He was fun.

CELI A
Fun? |Is that it?

11.

pours a



SENNA
He had a nice ass.

CELI A
So that’s what you think you' re
worthy of. Fun and a nice ass.

SENNA
VWhat else is there?

CELI A
You got your father’s sense of
hunor, you know that? Everything' s
a joke, until it kills you

As Senna reaches for a piece of bread--

CELI A
Don't eat the bread! |If you're
hungry, we’ll order.

(to the waiter)
Monsi eur! Nous voudrons commander .

As Senna tosses the bread back in the basket:

CELI A
So | thought after lunch you could
t ake ne shoppi ng.

SENNA
Can we do it tonorrow? | have a
meeting with Vanessa.

CELI A
VWhat about ?

SENNA
She wants ne to take over the
busi ness. Then she’s going to
shower ne with noney, an arny of
assi stants and a new car.

CELI A

(not a hint of sarcasn
It’s about tine.

I NT. “LEGACY” BOUTI QUE - DAY

H gh-end nerchandi se, mature clientele: where your
m ght shop... if she was | oaded.

12.
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Senna crosses through the store, to--

THE OFFI CE, where the well-heel ed store owner, VANESSA, is
sitting behind an enornous desk. She knocks lightly--

VANESSA
Senna! Cone in. Have a seat.

Senna sits.

VANESSA
It’s been six years you’ ve been
with Legacy. Wen you first cane
to me, you were like a little
sheep, so timd and eager to
pl ease. | did ny best to shepherd
you, but | fear ny little sheep has
| ost her way.

SENNA
If this is about the boots...

VANESSA
I know you think the clothes here
are boring. But ny custoners aren’'t
flashy. They' re practical.

SENNA
I"msorry. 1'Il tone it back.

VANESSA
I"mtired of constantly reigning
you in, Senna. |’ve hired a buyer
whose sensibilities are in line
with my custoners’. If you want to
stay on as a salesgirl--

SENNA
A salesgirl?

VANESSA
Qoviously it would nmean a pay cut.
| don’t imagine you' d want to do it
indefinitely, just until you find
another job. 1’'ll give you a strong
ref erence, of course..

Vanessa keeps tal king, but Senna suddenly can't hear her.

CUT TGO
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EXT. LOS FELI Z RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Darla is waiting outside the trendy restaurant. Senna

approaches, still | ooking shell-shocked.
DARLA
There you are! I'msorry | didn't

call you back. M battery died.
She opens the door...
DARLA
| ordered take out, | need your
hel p carrying.
... Nudges Senna. ..
I NSI DE THE RESTAURANT

...Leads her through the bar. Senna stops short when she
sees- -

SENNA' S FRI ENDS
Sur pri se!

Twenty people, sitting at a large table, smling up at her.
As Senna stands there, not know ng whether to laugh or cry...

CUT TGO

I NT. LOCS FELI Z RESTAURANT - LATER THAT NI GHT
Senna’s birthday party, as seen from a di stance.

Senna is cramred into the booth, surrounded by friends. W
hear overl appi ng sni ppets of conversati on:

A ROSY CHEEKED G RL clutching a Margarita

ROSY CHEEKED G RL
I"’mtotally dreading turning 30.

Darl a, showi ng off her ring:

DARLA
He put it on ny toothbrush!

STEVE, her geek-chic, Aussie boyfriend, explaining how he
came to buy it:
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STEVE
Peopl e nake a bi g deal about size
and clarity, but the nost inportant
consideration by far is cut. Snall
inclusions don't matter, it’s the
cutting that affects how nmuch the
stone sparkles...

And Senna, w shing she could crawl under the table. After a
| ong, m serable beat, she squeezes her way out, sneaks out to--

THE BAR
The CHI SELED BARTENDER approaches with a dri nk.

CHI SELED BARTENDER
Happy Birthday.

SENNA
Thanks.

CHI SELED BARTENDER
Let ne guess. 29 again?

SENNA
Is that supposed to be funny?

CH SELED BARTENDER
Didn’t know you were so touchy
about it.

Then, to soneone standi ng behi nd her:

CHI SELED BARTENDER
Can | get you sonething, bud?

Senna | ooks over her shoulder to see a well-groomed man in an
expensive suit, ADAM She takes himin: broad-shoul dered,
conservatively dressed. ..

ADAM
Frozen strawberry Daiquiri, please.

...definitely not from around here.

CHI SELED BARTENDER
You serious?

Adam nods: he’s serious. As the bartender noves off to nmke
t he drink, he catches Senna | ooki ng.



ADAM
It’s the palmtrees. They nake ne
feel like |'mon vacation

He’'s smles at her. He’s good-| ooking..

ADAM
When you live at the beach and
every day’s a beach day, where do
you holiday? Siberia?

...And kind of funny. Gk, she’ll bite:

SENNA
Is that where you're fronf

ADAM
Cl ose. Boston. Mved here a week
ago. |’mhoping to get discovered.

SENNA
Rock star or actor?

ADAM
Rock star, of course.

SENNA
What do you play?

ADAM
Nothing yet. It’s really nore of a
back-up pl an.

She smiles. She’'s starting to |ike this guy.

SENNA
So you cane here for a job?

ADAM
My firm opened an office downt own.
| said I'd try it for a year. |
want to live in at |east a half
dozen cities before | pick one to
settle down and start a famly in.

SENNA
How very thorough of you. Are you
audi ti oning w ves, too?

ADAM
I"mafraid | can’t tell you that.
Excuse nme one second.

16.
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He pulls a Dictaphone from his pocket:

ADAM
(into the recorder)
Attractive redhead at the bar, asks
good questions, two points.
(then, 1 ooking up)
Sorry.

CHI SELED BARTENDER
Here you go. Strawberry Daiquiri.

The bartender places the drink in front of Adam He tries to
get Senna’s attention. No chance.

SENNA
VWere are you living?

ADAM
Sant a Moni ca.

SENNA
Long way to cone for a Daiquiri.

ADAM
| was supposed to nmeet soneone, an
old friend fromcollege, but | nust
have m ssed her. She was having a
bi rt hday di nner for some friend of

hers, Sierra, or Henna... sone
hi ppy, crunchy nanme you only hear in
Cal i fornia.

Senna perks up: could it be...?

ADAM
I"mactually kind of relieved |
m ssed the party.

SENNA
Wy’ s that?

ADAM
My friend, Darla, kind of fancies
hersel f as a mat chmaker

Yep. Darla s friend from Harvard.
SENNA

She wanted to set you up with the
hi ppy, henna girl?



ADAM
| hate being set up, but she begged.

Senna’s smile suddenly falters.

SENNA
Begged? Wiy woul d she beg?

ADAM
Apparently this girl has a hard
time neeting the right sort of nen.

SENNA
What ‘sort of nmen’ does she neet?
ADAM
Y know... Quys she could never be
seri ous about.
SENNA
So she's a slut?
ADAM
I don’t know about that, naybe just
alittle |ost.
(1 ost?)

Y know, went to art school for a
coupl e years, works sonme nowhere
job inretail. [|’mnot sure, |
wasn’'t really interested, | just
came as a favor to ny friend.

SENNA
Because she begged.

ADAM
Yeah, pretty nuch

As Senna suppresses the urge to cl obber him-

DARLA
You made it!

A tipsy Darla bounds up to the bar, gives Adam a hug.

ADAM
You're here! | |ooked for you--
DARLA
I"’msmall. You ve got to | ook
hard. | see you net Senna.

The color drains from Adami s face as he reali zes. ..

18.
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SENNA
Not officially.

DARLA
Allow nme. Adam this is Senna, ny
BFF. Senna, neet Adam from Boston
W went to Harvard together. He's
a |lawer but has other attractive
qualities.

SENNA
I m goi ng hone.

DARLA
You can't | eave now -

Senna stands, |ooks at Adam ..

SENNA
It was four years at San Francisco
Art Institute, and a Masters from
Cal State. OCh, and | got fired
fromthe nowhere job, so now |’ m an

unenpl oyed- hi ppy- sl ut.

... Then makes for the door.
OUTSI DE THE RESTAURANT

Senna’ s hands trenble as she lights a cigarette.

DARLA

Senna?
SENNA

| told you no set-ups!
DARLA

I’ msorry.

(t hen)

Did you really get fired?
SENNA

No, | Iied.
DARLA

Did she say why?

SENNA
I suck at ny job, that’s why.



As Darla prances back inside,

Adam handing his ticket to a valet.

DARLA
You did not suck at that job. You
just outgrewit. |1'mglad you got

fired. Now you can do whatever you
want .

SENNA
Li ke what ?

DARLA
Your degree’s in design--

SENNA
It takes forever to break through
as a designer. |’mnot 29 anynore.

DARLA
Ok M ss negative pants, you're
cruisin for a pep talk.

SENNA
No pep talks.
DARLA
(singing ala R Kelly)
| believe you can fly... | believe
you can touch the sky..
SENNA
I m goi ng hone.
DARLA
&, ok, I'l'l stop. [I'lIl walk with

you. Just let me get mny purse.

ADAM
Senna. | am so sorry.
SENNA
It's ok.
ADAM
Darla didn't beg. | wanted to cone.

I just didn't want you to think
was the kind of guy who needed to be

set-up. | was trying to inpress you
and instead | insulted you. 1’'m
sorry. | would have |liked a chance

to get to know you.

Senna | ooks up to see--

20.
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As Senna finds herself uncharacteristically speechl ess--

DARLA
Bartender Brad' s pouring flam ng
fuzzy navels, on the house!

Darl a di sappears back inside. The valet is holding Adanis car
door open. Adamsmles wistfully at her..

ADAM
Happy Birthday.

He gets in his car. As Senna watches himdrive off, we...

FADE QUT.

FADE | N ON:
The CHI SELED BARTENDER BOY on a stool.

CH SELED BARTENDER

My nost nenorabl e birthday? Yeah,
okay. M nost nenorabl e birthday
was nmy 21st. | had it bad for this
friend of nmy little sister’s. She
was only ei ghteen but she was--

(pantom nes breasts)
Y’ know. .. mature.

DI RECTOR (O S.)
One second, sorry.

The DI RECTOR enters the frane. It’s DARLA.

DARLA
I just want to nove the m c back--

CH SELED BARTENDER
Am | tal king too | oud?

DARLA
No, no. You're perfect. So it’s
your 21st birthday...

She noves back OUT OF FRAME

CHI SELED BARTENDER
Right. And ny sister brings this
chick over to ny apartnent, and |I'm
t hi nkin” wow, happy birthday to ne.
My sister takes off, ne and... God I
can’t even renmenber her nane...

( MORE)



22.
CHI SELED BARTENDER( cont' d)

Amanda, Mandy, sonething like that.
Anyway the two of us start drinking
tequila shots. Next thing |I know
she’s passed out on ny toilet,
covered in vomt. | had to call ny
sister at like 2 in the norning. It
was enbarrassing as hell. That's
definitely ny nost nenorable

bi rt hday.

The bartender boy smles sheepishly, and we...
FADE TO BLACK
TI TLE CARD: “31”
DI SSOLVE TO
DARLA
Senna? SENNA! ?
I NT. DARLA’ S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Senna sleeps on a pull out bed in Darla’ s tiny spare room
There are UNOPENED VEDDI NG PRESENTS ever ywher e

DARLA (O.S.)
Senna, wake up

Senna wakes to see Darla standing over her hol ding the phone.

SENNA
(into the phone)

Hello? H nmom Yes, you're the

first. O course |’mconm ng. Bye-

bye.
The phone droops from Senna’s arm The screen goes--

BLACK.

In the darkness:
Pots CLANG Cupboards SLAM

FADE I N ON:

I NT. DARLA® S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Senna wakes with a start. She rolls out of bed, squeezes
past the G FTS into the kitchen to see--
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SENNA
On! Sorry!

STEVE
Shit, sorry!

Steve’ s meki ng pancakes. 1n the nude. As he covers his
privates with a frying pan--

Darl a wal ks out of the bedroom wearing yoga clothes. She
st ops short when she sees them

STEVE
| forgot she was staying with you.

As he scurries off--

SENNA
| told you I’d be inposing--

DARLA
You know his penis | ooks Iike a
hai ry nmushroom Like every other
guy’s. Big wow

SENNA
Still...

DARLA
Most of ny stuff’s already at his
pl ace, we just crashed here so |
could go to yoga. Wanna cone?

SENNA
Thanks, but | gotta go peddl e ny
war es.

CUT TGO

EXT. VARI QUS LOCATI ONS - MONTAGE

Senna pulls a dozen PURSES out of the storage space in
Darla’ s garage, tosses themin the back of her aging Subaru.

She drives west, to the glittering, tree-lined streets of
Beverly Hills. She parks on swanky BEVERLY DRI VE, heads into--

A BOUTI QUE
Shakes the MANAGER s hand, shows off her purse, gives her a

product card, |leaves with a smle. As the manager tosses the
one-sheet into the trash--
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Senna hits another store, then another. Her stack of one-
sheets dw ndl es as she pounds the pavenent: ROBERTSON BLVD.,
FRED SEGAL on Melrose, LARCHMONT VILLAGE, sw nging SILVERLAKE.

Back in the car, she checks her watch, heads downtown to...

I NT. LA CLOTH NG MART - SHOAROOM - DAY

Ranone’ s show oom where her purses are on display. As she
adds two new ones to the collection:

SENNA
They | ook so lonely, sitting there.

RAMONE
They have each ot her.

SENNA
How conme CGeorgi o gets a whole wall
and nine are all crammed in the
corner?
(t hen)
Don’'t answer that.

RAMONE
Your bags are gorgeous. Buyers have
no i magi nation. The ones that do--

SENNA
Still hurts.

RAMONE
Hey! She did you a favor. You're
living your dream

SENNA
Broke and on ny best friend s
couch, just how | imagined it.

Just then, a striking WOVAN in big sungl asses, LISA KLI NE,
wal ks in, entourage in tow. She nods to Ranone.

SENNA
VWho' s that?

RAMONE
Li sa Kli ne.

SENNA

The Lisa Kline? O Lisa Kline on
Rober t son?
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RAMONE
And Beverly Drive, and Mali bu.

SENNA
Did you show her ny purses?

RAMONE
She’s only | ooking for coats. |
have to go tell her | don't have
any. This is L.A, you want coats,
go to New Yor k!

SENNA
(re: her bag)
She’s carrying a Birkin.

RAMONE
If you had three stores, you' d have
a Birkin, too.
(t hen)
Shoul dn’t you be at |unch?

SENNA
(I ooking at his watch)
Ch shit!
And as she bolts out the door--

CUT TGO

I NT. BEL Al R HOTEL RESTAURANT - DAY

Celia sits at her prino table by the w ndow, sipping tea.
She catches a waiter |ooking at her.

CELI A
She’ Il be here any m nute.

He noves off. Celia pulls a wlted flower fromthe bouquet,
adj usts Senna’s napkin, polishes her wine glass. Finally--

Senna enters. Celia WAVES, then vigorously points to her
watch (you're late!). As Senna starts toward her--

She spies Francois chatting with a customer. A m schievous
grin |l eaks out onto her face. As she passes the dapper
Maitre d, she whispers in his ear.

SENNA
" m 31.

HOLD ON Francois as he REACTS, then REJO N--



Senna, as she ki sses her nother hello.

CELI A
What did you say to Francois?
SENNA
When?
CELI A
Just now. You whi spered sonet hi ng
in his ear.
SENNA
Just hell o.
CELI A

That waiter has been hovering over
me for half an hour.

SENNA
Sorry. | was at the Mart.

CELI A
The Mart!? You shoul d be going
straight to the boutique owners.

SENNA
| do. They have a m|lion wanna-be
desi gners knocki ng on their doors.

CELI A

Wanna-be? |Is that what you think
you are, a wanna-be? You know why
I naned you Senna? Your father
didn't want to, said it was too
wei rd- -

(imtating him
‘“That’s not a nane! \ere' d you
even get it? | made it up. So
the world will know you're one of a
kind. Don’t forget that!

Celia pulls out a small, wapped gift out of her
SENNA
Looks a little small for a place
setting.
CELI A

" m not giving you china anynore.

SENNA
Why not ?

pur se.

26.
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CELI A
Because it was a lie.
She thrusts the gift on Senna. Senna unwaps it. Inside the
box: a delicate PENDANT, an antique heart wth di anonds.
CELI A
Your father gave it to nme on our
weddi ng day.
SENNA

| can’t take Dad's gift to you--

CELI A
It brought me ten years of the best
| ove a wonman coul d know

Senna obediently puts on the neckl ace.

SENNA
How does it | ook?

CELI A
You won't like it. But nothing
el se seens to be working. Although
I don’t imagine you' re going to
nmeet a man living on Darla’ s couch.

SENNA
It’s only until | get ny first big
order.

CELI A

What are you going to do after she
gets married? They' re not going to
keep a second apartnent just for you.

SENNA
I know.

CELI A
You can al ways nove back in with ne.

As Senna’s eyes flash with terror--

CUT TGO

I NT. “LEGACY” BOUTI QUE - DAY

Senna waits outside Vanessa's closed office door. A SALESG RL
stares at her frombehind the register. Senna neets her gaze,
she | ooks away. An endl ess beat goes by. Finally:



SALESG RL
She says you can go in.

Senna steps into--
VANESSA' S OFFI CE

VANESSA
Senna! \Wat a surprise.

SENNA
Thank you for seeing ne.

VANESSA
Don't be silly. | hear you're
desi gni ng now.
(re: her handbag)
Is that one of yours?

SENNA
Yes.

VANESSA
Festi ve.
(t hen)
So how s it goi ng?

SENNA
|"mjust getting off the ground.
You know how hard it is for new

desi gners.
VANESSA

What can | do for you, Senna?
SENNA

| know my purses aren’t for

Legacy. ..
Senna gives her a chance to disagree. She doesn’t.

SENNA
VWiile |"mgetting the business of
the ground, | was hoping to find
sonme part time work. As a
salesgirl. Just to nmake ends neet.

VANESSA
You know | care about you, Senna.
| have a mllion girls clanoring to
work for ne. You don’t want to be
a salesgirl.

( MORE)

28.
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VANESSA( cont ' d)

And | don’'t want soneone whose
heart is sonewhere else. |I'm
sorry.

CUT TGO

EXT. “LEGACY” BOUTI QUE - DAY

Senna tosses her purse into her trunk and SLAMS t he door.
The Cl GARETTES cone out. As she inhales fiercely...

CUT TGO

I NT. DARLA' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Candl es flicker, balloons dance on the ceiling. Darla is
rearranging the furniture as Senna enters | ooking haggard.

DARLA
Happy, happy!

SENNA
Dri nk

And as she beelines for the bar--

CUT TGO

I NT. DARLA® S APARTMENT - A SHORT VWH LE LATER

The party is in full swing. Steve, the resident expert,
m xes colorful martinis for a cluster of friends:

STEVE
No, no, | was just readi ng about
this. People think Vodka cones
from potatoes, but actually it can
be made from any fernentable
materi al -- soy, wheat, beets, even
by- products of oil refining or wood
pul p processing...

Darla interrupts:

DARLA
Have you seen Senna?

Steve points, Darla | ooks. Senna sees her, waves, holds up
her enmpty gl ass: can you bring ne another?

Darla scoops a drink off the bar, turns back around to see--



30.

ADAM
Pl ace | ooks great.

Adam W th CINDY, the 30-sonmething with the nmenorabl e sweet
16th, on his arm Darla | ooks at her, then at Adam Wuo is
this person, and why did you bring her to ny party?

ADAM
This is CGndy. W’'re working on a
case together.

Cl NDY
Qur buil dings face each ot her
downt own.

DARLA

Hello G ndy. Qooh, I think I snell
my brownies. Cindy, do you think
you could give ne a hand?

Cl NDY
O course!

DARLA
(then, to Adam
Take this to Senna.

She hands Adam the drink. As she whisks C ndy away- -
Adam | ooks over at Senna, collapsed on the sofa, |egs spread

eagl e, hair fanned out on the pillow As he approaches he
sees several EMPTY GLASSES in front of her: she’'s had a few

ADAM
Hey.
SENNA
Hey yourself. |Is that for ne?

Their fingers touch as he hands her the drink. She downs it
in one gulp, smles up at him Even drunk, she’s adorable.

ADAM
I” m Adam
SENNA
The rockstar. | remenber. So?

You get discovered yet?

ADAM
Sadly, | don’t think it’s going to
happen for ne.



SENNA
Not with that attitude.
ADAM
Truth is, | have zero nusica

talent. No, less than zero. |
have negative nusical talent.
(negative tal ent ???)
I make ot her people worse. |’ m not
exaggerating. Wen | was in second
grade, ny nusic teacher, M. Ponte,
told nme that sone peopl e were neant
to just nmouth the words.

SENNA
Your second grade mnusic teacher
told you to lip sync?

ADAM
Wen | told ny nother she went

ballistic. And then, strangely, M.

Pont e just disappeared.

SENNA
VWhat a coi nci dence.

ADAM
That’s what she told the police.
(t hen)
You going to the weddi ng?

SENNA
Mai d of honor.

ADAM
| wanted to be Maid of Honor.

SENNA
You didn't tell your nother...?

ADAM
(smling, charned)
Lucky for you.

SENNA
How are the auditions going? For
the wife?

ADAM
Oh, the wife. Yes. No cl ear front
runner yet.

31.
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SENNA
Good to know. | see you got sone
decent sportswear. Elie Tahari?
(of f his blank I ook)
Your sweater.

ADAM
Oh. | don't know It was a gift
froma client...

Senna reaches under his sweater to expose the | abel.
ADAM
(reading it)
Elie Tahari.

SENNA
MFA, Cal Arts.

Senna tries to retract her hand frominside the sweater. Her
ring gets caught.

SENNA
Qoop. Ring’ s caught.

As she reaches the other hand in to untangle it--

Cl NDY
Hi .

C ndy appears. Just in tine to see Senna with her hands up
Adanm s sweater.

ADAM

Hey! G ndy. This is Senna.
Cl NDY

Happy Birthday. |’ m G ndy.
SENNA

Hel | o, G ndy.

(re: the drink in her hand)
Is that for nme?

Cl NDY
(it wasn’t but...)
Oh.  Sure.
(t hen)
Great party.
SENNA

It’s all Darl a.
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Cl NDY
That Darla is amazing. | can't
i magi ne goi ng back to school now.
Studying for the bar nearly killed
nme!

SENNA
You're a | awyer, too?

Cl NDY
Yes. But not at the same firmas
Adam We net through nutua
friends. Also |awers. Qur
bui | di ngs face each ot her downt own.

Senna | ooks at Adam |Is this chick for real? Just then--
The lights go OFF. A nonent |ater--

DARLA
HAPPY BI | | RRRTH- DAY TO YQU. .

Darla emerges with a cake. The party guests all start
singing. All except Adam He's lip syncing. Senna puts her
hand to her ear: Can't hear you. He shakes his head, no way.

EVERYBODY EXCEPT ADAM
Happy Biiiirrrth-day, to yooouuuu!

Darla stops in front of Senna.

DARLA
Make a w sh!

Senna | ooks at Adam Cindy hanging on his arm She sucks in
her breath, closes her eyes, and BLOAS out the candl es.

The room erupts in applause. Darla picks up the cake,
beckons to G ndy.

DARLA
C ndy! Can you cone help ne cut
t he cake?

Cl NDY
OCh. Sure.

Reluctantly, Cindy lets go of Adamis arm As she follows
Darla into the kitchen--

Steve cones by with a tray of shooters. As Senna reaches:
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ADAM
You sure you should be having that?

SENNA
It’s nmy birthday. Le chaim

She foists a shooter on him They drink. Senna goes to set
down the glass. M sses the tray.

ADAM
Whoa! Let ne hel p you.

He gui des her armtoward the tray. As he stands there,
hol ding her arm ..

ADAM
Maybe you should sit down.

SENNA
O you could just take nme to bed.

She sm |l es seductively at him

ADAM
You do know | cane with sonebody.

SENNA
If we hurry, she won't see.

As she starts wal ki ng backwards, beckoning to himto foll ow -

ADAM
Wat ch out!

THUWP!  She bits her head on a | ow hangi ng chandelier. As
her knees crunpl e--

ADAM
Got cha.

He catches her, spins her around, eases her toward--
THE BEDROOM  Stops in the doorway. Not going in.
SENNA
Aren’t you com ng?
(he shakes his head no)
[l make it worth your while.

In a nock STRIP TEASE, she flings off her sweater, spins it
in the air. As she shinmes toward the bed--
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SENNA
00000 5

She trips on a wedding gift, THUMPS to the floor.

ADAM
Senna?

She doesn’t nobve. He hurries over to her, nudges her gently.

ADAM
Senna? Are you okay?

SENNA
Mmmmnnnf f .

Her eyelids flutter. Her nouth floats open. She's out.

He | ooks down at her a |long beat, then grabs a pillow fromthe
bed, lays it under her head.

Wat ching him staring down at her, we wonder what he’s
t hi nking as we. ..

FADE QUT.

FADE I N ON:

VANESSA
So these interviews are for your
Masters thesis?

Vanessa, in a highback chair. Darla is behind her, adjusting
a | anp.

DARLA
In Social Wrk, yes. So | can
becone a therapist.

VANESSA
And listen to people conplain for a
[iving? You nmust be a Saint.

Darl a noves out of frame. A KEY LIGHT goes on. Vanessa sits
up a little straighter.

DARLA (O.S.)
Whenever you’re ready.
VANESSA
My nost nenorabl e birthday was ny

30t h.
( MORE)
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VANESSA( cont ' d)

My friend Charlene threw ne a
surprise party. She told nmy husband
to tell me he was taking nme out for
di nner, just the two of us. The
nmor ni ng of, he says he' Il pick ne up
at 8. At a quarter to 9, he calls
me fromwork, tells nme he’s stuck
wth aclient, can | neet himat the
restaurant? | tell himl don’t want
to go by nyself, he says you have to
go, Charlene arranged for all your

friends to be there. [It’s supposed
to be a surprise. So |l go. M
friends shout surprise, | burst out

crying. That was the beginning of
the end. He was supposed to pick up
the cake on his way. O course he
forgot. So we didn’t have one.

W' re divorced now.

(bitter)
But 1’mnot bitter. | have ny
career. |It’s for the best.

She sm | es unconvincingly, and we...
FADE QOUT.
FADE | N ON:
TI TLE CARD: “32"
DI SSOLVE TO
RI NG . . RI NG . .

I NT. DARLA' S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - MORNI NG
Darla’s old apartnment, now occupi ed by Senna. Find her--
As she runs for the ringing phone, in atowel. Her Effel

Tower ashtray, usually overflowing with butts, is nowfilled
with coins-- a sure sign she hasn’t been snoki ng.

SENNA
Hello! H nom Yes, you' re the
first. ...O course |'ll be there!

Al -righty, see you then.
As she hangs up and prances off...

CUT TGO
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I NT. SENNA S| LVER LAKE BOUTI QUE - MORNI NG

Senna paints the noulding of a tiny retail space in funky-
edgy Sliverl ake as--

DARLA
| can’t believe you re doing al
this yourself.

Darl a wal ks through the open front door, two coffees in hand.

SENNA
Believe it, baby.

She takes the coffee fromDarla. They toast.

DARLA
Drink your coffee. 1’1l paint for
a bit. Wuere s the primer?
(of f Senna’s bl ank | ook)
You're not putting regular paint on
t he bare wood, are you?

SENNA

I was planning on doing two coats.
DARLA

You still need to prine.

(re: the paint)
VWhat is all of this?

SENNA
Pai nt .

DARLA
H gh gl oss acrylic is for bathroons
and i ndoor pools.

SENNA
The guy said it was durable.

DARLA
It’s durable all right. [If this
stuff spills on your concrete fl oor
you' I I never get it out.

As Senna scans the floor to | ook for drips--

SENNA
Ahhh!  Shi t!
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She TOPPLES a full can of paint. As she scranbles to nop it

up- -

DARLA
That’s going to | eave a nark.

SENNA
VWhat do | do?

DARLA
"1l tell you what you’ re not going
to do. Paint! Cone on, I'll go
with you to get some turpentine.
And exchange the paint.

They each grab sone paint, head out to--

THE ALLEY
Senna pops the trunk of her aging Suburu. 1t’s full of clothes.
SENNA
Oh shit.
DARLA
We can take ny car--
SENNA
No, | was supposed to return these
first thing this norning. They're
not mne. | accidentally took

Darla wants to reprimand her, bites her tongue.

sonmeone el se’s order.
(off Darla’s raised eyebrow
I't happens!

DARLA
Go. I'Il exchange the paint.
Wait! \Were's the key?
(for what?)

To | ock the store.

SENNA
I never lock it.
(again, the eyebrow)
It’s not like there’s anything to
st eal .

CUT TGO
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I NT. LA CLOTH NG MART - DAY
Senna stunbles into a store carrying arnfuls of clothes.

SENNA
Sorry I'’'mlate. \Whoal

The clothes start slipping fromher grasp. CECRGA A, the
vendor, junps up to catch them

SENNA
Thanks! That should be all of them
(off Georgia s |ook)
No, of course that's all of them
Definitely.

A hel i otrope CASHVERE COAT catches her eye.

SENNA
Om God! This is ny noms col or
exactly. Her chi na, her curtains,

her |ipstick. She would die.

CGECRG A
It’s $150. That’'s cost.

SENNA
Can | put it on ny P.O?

GECRG A
Yeah, okay. Your order’s over
there. The balance is $2200.
$2350 with the coat.

SENNA
You're just going to charge ne for
the coat, right?

CGEORA A
No, |’m going to charge you $2350.

SENNA
Wen | was at Legacy you let ne
defer the bal ance until the orders
sol d.

GEORG A
New busi nesses don't qualify for the
sane perks as established ones--
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SENNA
You don’t understand. | don’t have
enough credit to pay for everything
up front. [I’'ll |lose the store!

GEORG A
Then | guess you’'ll have to get it
somewher e.
As Senna consi ders her options...

CUT TGO

I NT. BEL Al R HOTEL RESTAURANT - DAY

Senna sits across fromCelia in the courtyard, opening a
birthday card. A QG FT CERTIFI CATE wafts out. Upon seeing it:

SENNA
You got me a manicure.

CELI A
Twel ve manicures. One a nonth for
a year. | know you re on a budget,
so | included the tip.

SENNA

| got sonething for you, too.

Senna hands Celia a | arge SHOPPI NG BAG Reluctantly, Celia
opens it. As soon as she sees the coat--

CELI A
Tsk!  Sennal!

SENNA
When | saw the color | knew | had
to get it for you

CELI A
s beautiful. How nmuch was it,
I

It
I pay you back.

"
SENNA
It’s a present!

CELI A
You're a single woman. You can’t
afford to throw your noney around.
Did you call Arthur?



SENNA

Not yet.
CELI A

Senna! | told himyou d be calling!
SENNA

I know. | just... | can't really

afford an accountant right now.

CELI A
Accounting is not the place to
skinp. You make one little m stake
the IRS wll be all over you.

SENNA
I"d like to hire an accountant, but
I still have to pay for the clothes.
CELI A
You screw up your books you coul d
wind up in jail!l | knew this was

too much for you to take on by
yourself. There’'s only one thing
to do: find you a partner.

SENNA
| don't need a partner. Just a
little nore cash.

CELI A
| have the perfect person!
(dramati c pause, then)
Me.

Senna opens her nouth to speak. Nothing comes out.

CELI A
It’s perfect. You do the creative
side, 1'll keep the books, do the
payroll, I'mgreat with custoners.
You said you needed nore cash..

SENNA
| was hoping you could just |oan ne
t he noney.

CELI A

VWhat fun is that!? If | buy into

t he business, we can build it

together! W' |l probably need a

| awyer to iron out the logistics...
( MORE)
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CELI A(cont ' d)

Qoh! I know just the guy! | hope
| still have his nunber..

As Celia runmages through her purse--
HOLD ON Senna, | ooking nortified.
CUT TO

I NT. SENNA MELROSE BQUTI QUE - DAY

Senna stands in the doorway of boutique, which Darla has
sanded and prinmed Iike a pro. Upon seeing her:

DARLA
She said no?

SENNA
Wrse. She wants to be ny partner.
Wy are you smling?

DARLA
["mjust imagining it.

SENNA
This isn't funny. |If this store
fails 1’1l have to nove in with

her. For ever!

She sl unps back against the wall. Suddenly reali zes...
SENNA
That’'s wet paint, isn't it.
DARLA
Yep.
Darl a extends a hand, peels her off the wall. The back of
her shirt is covered with paint.
SENNA
Excuse ne. |1'mjust going to go to
t he bathroom and kill nyself.

Senna goes i nto--
THE BATHROOM
Looks at herself in the nmrror.

SENNA
You are so fucked.
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As she start unbuttoning her blouse, Darla peeks her head in.

DARLA
How much do you need?
(off Senna’s baffled | ook)
Money. How nuch noney?

SENNA
I don’t know. Like ten grand.

DARLA
(into her cell phone)
Twenty grand.

SENNA
Wo are you tal king to?
DARLA
She’I'l cone right now
SENNA
VWere am | goi ng?
DARLA
You renenber ny friend Adam..?
SENNA
Oh no. Not going there. | passed

out stripping for him renmenber?

DARLA
You want to be tethered to your nom
for eternity?

CUT TGO

| NT. DOANTOWN LAW FI RM - DAY
Senna approaches the RECEPTI ONI ST at the posh downtown firm

SENNA
Senna Berges for Adam Pierce?

RECEPTI ONI ST
Last door on the right.

As Senna starts down the hall, we see she’s got a SKUNK STRI PE
of white paint down the back of her hair, her shirt and on her
butt.

She reaches ADAM S OFFICE. He's on the phone, waves her in
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ADAM
Yeah, |isten, soneone just wal ked
innmy office... Thanks.

(hangi ng up)
Hi .

SENNA
Thanks for seeing ne.

She offers her hand. He shakes it. An awkward beat, then:

ADAM
Have a seat.
SENNA
| can't. | mean | could but. ..

She turns to show himher butt.

She hands
gui ckness.

SENNA
It’s still alittle tacky.
ADAM
Ri ght .
(t hen)

Are those your | oan docs?

hima folder. He flips through it with surprising

ADAM
We should be able to get themto
convert this to an 80% val ue | oan,
then get you a second for the extra
noney you need. Technically,
you' Il be carrying two | oans, but
you Il qualify for a better
interest rate, get nore cash for
t he same nonthly paynent.

SENNA
How much cash?
ADAM
Enough to keep you and your nom
fromkilling each ot her
SENNA
Your nmom s the killer, not mne.
ADAM
Al | eged kil ler.
(t hen)

( MORE)
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ADAM cont ' d)

I shoul d have everything ready by

Friday. 1’1l give you a call
SENNA

That’s it?
ADAM

That’s it.

He wal ks her to the door, opens it for her.

SENNA
Thanks for bailing ne out.

ADAM
Yeah, well, | wasn't going to, but
Dar| a begged.

On that, she smles. Then, against her better judgenent:

SENNA
Darla and Steve are taking ne to
Stella s for dinner tonight, 1'd
love it if you' d come. You can
bring Sandy.

ADAM
G ndy.

SENNA

Right. Sorry. G ndy.

ADAM
It’s ok, we broke up. Turns out it
wasn’t enough that our buil dings
faced each other.
(t hen)
VWhat tinme? For dinner?

SENNA
8: 00.

ADAM
I"l'l look forward to it.

CUT TGO

I NT. VERMONT RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Senna, Adam Darla and Steve drink wine at a table for four



STEVE
(raising his glass)
To the birthday girl. Qur future
gueen of retail!

SENNA
No, to you guys. Who collectively
saved nmy ass. | don’t deserve you.
DARLA
We' || take our ten percent at the
register.
SENNA

Fai r enough.

As Senna drinks, her dianond pendant shimrers in the
candl el ight, catching Darla’s eye.

DARLA
| see you're wearing the nagic |ove
kar ma neckl ace.

SENNA
My nomgave it to nme for ny
birthday |last year. | try to

renenber to wear it when | see her.

DARLA
It’s endowed with special powers to
hel p her find | ove.

SENNA
|l was a little afraid to take it.
I mean, what if it doesn’'t work?

Then she’ Il be even nore
di sappointed in ne. If that’s
possi bl e.

DARLA

Your soulmate is out there. You'll
find himwhen the tine is right.

ADAM
Soul mte? Aren't we a little old
to believe in soul mtes?

DARLA
You're only skeptical because you
haven't found yours yet.

46.
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ADAM
" m skeptical because it’s
statistically ridiculous. There are

billions of people in the world!
Surely | could make it work with at
least.. | don't know... five?
DARLA
So you see yourself getting married?
ADAM
Absol utely.
SENNA

To the woman with the nost points.

DARLA
You have a point systen?

ADAM
Not literally. But | do believe in
some sort of conpatibility equation.

DARLA
So... marriage is a math problem

SENNA
Marriage is dunb.

Al eyes on Senna.

SENNA
If two people | ove each other, they
shoul dn’t need a piece of paper to
keep them toget her.

DARLA
W don’t need it--

SENNA
So why get married? | want my nman
to cone home because he wants to,
not because he nmade a vow to.

STEVE
Just because | took a vow doesn’t
mean | don’t want to cone hone.

SENNA
Then why take the vow?



STEVE
Because it’s tradition, shared by
virtually every civilization on
earth since as far back as Ancient

Babyl on. I n Mesopotam a, the man
woul d cl aim his bride by dunping
perfunme on her head. | agree, |ike

nost traditions, marriage is not
necessary. But isn't it the

unnecessary things that make the
human experi ence so fascinating?

48.

Darl a squeezes Steve's arm | ooks expectantly at Senna.

SENNA
At | east you agree its unnecessary.

Steve smles. He got to her and he knows it.

EXT. LA SI DEWALK - NI GHT
Adam and Senna wal k down t he sidewal k.

ADAM
So who do you think Steve and Darl a
voted the nost unromantic, ne or you?

SENNA
This is a conpetition now?

ADAM
" mjust asking.

SENNA
Definitely you

ADAM
Mel? |’mnot the one who said |
don’t believe in marriage.

SENNA
No, you said you don’t believe in
| ove. That’s nuch worse.

ADAM
| said | didn't believe in a ‘one
and only.” That’'s different.

CUT TGO



They st op.

SENNA
|’ ve never even been in regular
| ove, so for all I knowit’'s all a

bunch of hoo- ha.

ADAM
You’ ve never been in love? No
wonder you say you don’t believe in
marriage.

SENNA
| don't believe in marri age.
ADAM
You wi Il when you fall in |ove.
SENNA
The man | fall in [ove with won't
believe in it either. That’s why
[l love him
ADAM

That' s conveni ent .

SENNA
No, convenient is saying there are
any nunber of wonen you could marry
and be happy. That’'s convenient.

ADAM
Just because | don't live in a
fairy tale doesn’t nean |’ m going
to marry just anybody. | want
someone who rocks ny world. |I'm
just realistic that there’'s nore
t han one woman out there who can

SENNA
Then maybe I’ma romantic. ‘ Cause
I"mnot going to give ny heart to
sonmeone if | think there’s roomin
it for sonmeone el se.

They’ re outside Senna’ s apartnment now.

ADAM
You think I’m not discerning enough.

SENNA
|’ msure you're as discerning as
you need to be.
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ADAM
You know what your problemis?

SENNA
| wasn’t aware | had a probl em

ADAM
You think you re so incredibly
uni que that any man who doesn’t
fall for you imediately doesn’t
deserve you

SENNA
It goes both ways--

ADAM
So you expect to know, the m nute
you |l ay eyes on him-

SENNA

| expect to feel sonething, yes.
ADAM

That’ s why you’ ve never been in | ove.
SENNA

Because |’ m choosy?
ADAM

Because you' re delusional! Love is

not a | ook across a crowded room

SENNA
And you’'re an expert?

ADAM
I"ve been in love a few tines.

SENNA
Yes. Congratul ations on all your
failed rel ati onshi ps.

ADAM
At least | haven't been waiting
around for fairy dust to fall on
me. That’s not how it happens.

SENNA
Oh really! So how does it happen--?

On that, he GRABS her and ki sses her HARD on the nouth.
fantastic kiss. Cearly a long tine com ng.
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ADAM
You asked.

He turns and starts down the sidewal k. As Senna, heart
beating wildly, stands there staring after him we...

FADE TO BLACK

FADE | N ON:
CELI A. Looki ng, gorgeous and conpletely at ease.

CELI A
My nost nenorabl e birthday? Well,
I"mnot going to tell you which one
it was, just that it was right after
Senna was born. | had always felt
anxi ety on ny birthday--

DARLA (O.S.)
Wy ?

CELI A
Wiy? | don’t know

DARLA (O.S.)
You don’t know, or you don’t want
to tell me?

CELI A
It’s not a big deal. Just that ny
husband, God rest his soul... he

didn’t always forget, but when he
did, we’'d both feel bad. Anyway, the
one right after Senna was born, that
one was different. They were all
different after that.

DARLA (O.S.)
How?

CELI A

To hold ny baby and see ny whol e
life in that sweet, angel face...
Who gives a damm about fl owers and
chocol ates. Peopl e get worked up
about their birthdays because they
expect to be treated special. But
every day was special after Senna
was born.
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DARLA (O. S.)
So you stopped expecting anything
from your husband.

CELI A
And what do you know? | was never
di sappoi nt ed.
(t hen)
So when are you going to be done
wWth this thesis of yours?

DARLA
The weddi ng sort of derailed things
for awhile, but soon, | hope.
CELI A
It was a beautiful wedding. | was
hopi ng Senna woul d have one whil e |
can still chew nmy own food.
DARLA
I think things are | ooking up.
CELI A
She’I'l screw it up. It’s ok, I'm

t hr ough ki ddi ng nysel f.
As Celia glumy accepts her fate...
FADE QUT.

FADE I N ON:
TI TLE CARD: “33”
DI SSOLVE TGO

I NT. SENNA" S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Senna’s bed, in a WDE SHOT. There’'s a |arge LUWP under the
covers. It’s noving, up and down.

We hear heavy BREATHI NG nuffled GROANS, a GASP

As we DOLLY IN toward the bed, we becone increasingly aware
of :

The PHONE, on the night table. The closer we get, the nore
we're aware of it. Just when we're sure it’s about to ring--
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A FOOT flies out fromunder the covers, knocking it to the
floor. A nmoment |ater--

OPERATOR
If you d like to nake a call,
pl ease hang up and try again..

The sounds of | ovemaking continue, until--

BEEP- BEEP- BEEP- BEEP. The busy signal sounds. Senna pops out
fromunder the blanket. Adam pops out after her.

ADAM
You okay? What’s wrong?

She pushes himoff her, scoops up the phone, hangs it up. As
Adamtries to pick up where they left off--

SENNA
VWhat if she tried to call?

ADAM
It was 30 seconds.

SENNA
It’'s alnost 7:30. Maybe | should
call her. They' re going to take
her off to chenp soon

ADAM
You're right. You should call her.

SENNA
You don’t think she’d be mad? That |
didn’t give her a chance to call ne?

ADAM
If you want to call her then you
shoul d call her.

SENNA
I’"mgoing to call her.

She di al s.

SENNA
Room 502, pl ease.
(after a beat, to Adan)
I't’s ringing.
(anot her beat, then)
Mon? It’s me. Did |l wake you?
.1 wanted you to be the first.
...To wish ne...
( MORE)



SENNA( cont ' d)

(smling, relieved)
Thank you! Yes you are, the very
first. 1’mgoing to let you rest,
but I'll see you in a couple of
hours, okay? ...Ckay, bye.

She hangs up the phone.

SENNA
I woke her up. She said | didn't...

Senna forces a smle. Her lipis trenbling.

ADAM
You Il feel better when you see her.

He hol ds her tight. She breathes himin.

SENNA
I | ove you.

ADAM
| | ove you, too.

SENNA
| really nean it.

ADAM
So do I.

SENNA

Do you renmenber |ast year, on ny
bi rt hday, when you said falling in
| ove woul d change how | felt
about... y’ know, certain things.
You were right.

ADAM
It does occasionally happen.

SENNA
This is inportant. Do you know
what |’ mtal ki ng about ?

ADAM
Yes, | do.
(of f her 1o00k)
| do!
SENNA

Because this is it for me.
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ADAM
For me, too. |If | say any nore
["11 ruin your birthday surprise.

(t hen)
I was going to save it for later..
But | guess if you want it now. ..?

SENNA
No! | can wait.
ADAM
Are you sure...?
SENNA
Stop it. Yes, | want to wait.

She pulls himto her. As they di sappear under the covers...

CUT TGO

I NT. SENNA MELROSE BOUTI QUE - MORNI NG

The boutique | ooks terrific. Colorful corsets, funky tees,
and of course Senna’'s purses, lined up |ike soldiers.

Ni kki i1s at the register, hel ping an | RATE CUSTOVER

NI KKI
Looks like that item went on sal e.

| RATE CUSTOVER
| bought it before it went on sale.

NI KKI
Unfortunately, w thout a receipt I
have no way of know ng--

| RATE CUSTOVER
Are you calling me a liar!?

Senna hurries over.

SENNA
H, 1’m Senna, the owner, did you
want to return that?

| RATE CUSTOVER
| didn’t buy it on sale.

SENNA
How ‘ bout | give you store credit in
t he anount of the original price.
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| RATE CUSTOVER
I was hoping to get ny noney back

SENNA
Plus ten percent off whatever you
pur chase t oday.

| RATE CUSTOVER
I guess | could find sonething I
Iike.
As the grunpy custoner noves off--

DARLA
Happy, happy!

Darla enters. As she approaches-- SURPRI SE! W see that she
is very pregnant! She’s carrying funny-Iooking drinks.

DARLA
| brought Boba. Wy’'s it so hot in
her e?

SENNA

Air conditioning s broken. The
guy’s on his way to fix it.
Supposedly. If and when he ever
gets here, tell himit’s not the
evaporator coil.
(poi nting)
That | ady gets ten percent off.
(before she can ask)
And don’t go into labor. | can’'t
handl e anot her crisis today.

DARLA
Not the evaporator coil, ten percent
off, no giving birth, got it.
Senna hands Darla the keys, nmakes for the door.

CUT TGO

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

SENNA
Hey nother of the birthday girl!

Senna steps into Celia’s roomto see her nomsitting up in
bed, an I.V. in her arm her head wapped in an Hernmes scarf.
She goes to her, hugs her long and tight.
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CELI A
Ckay. That’'s nice.
(you can let ne go now)
Ckay.

As Senna pulls back, Celia notices she wearing the pendant.

CELI A
You | ook pretty.

SENNA
So do you

CELI A
Ch, pl ease.

SENNA

You do! Must be the scarf.

CELI A

| don’t have a present for you. |
t hought about going to the gift
shop, but | wouldn’t want anything
fromthis hell hole. Except what
t hey already took from ne.

(i ndicating her breasts)
I wanted to keep them but the
doctor said no.

SENNA
Mom

CELI A
Your father got to keep his kidney
st one.

SENNA

It’s alittle different.

Celia s lip quivers. She’'s trying with everything she's got
to keep it together. Senna puts a hand on her shoul der.

CELI A
It’s just that | worked so hard to
keep t hem perky!

SENNA
I know. You want sone water?

Celia nods. Senna gets up, goes to the sink. Celia watches
her intently... as if she can hardly believe that beautiful
woman wal ki ng toward her is her daughter.
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CELI A
I want to get square with you about
somet hi ng, Senna.

SENNA
Mom it’'s ok--

CELI A
If I don't say what’s on ny mnd |
m ght not get another chance, so
you hear nme, and you hear ne good.

Senna nods. Sits very still.
CELI A

You're not like ne. And it was
al ways hard for ne to accept that.

So | nagged. | nagged until | nade
mysel f sick. O course it didn't
do any good, | couldn’t change you.
Thank God.

Celia reaches out and touches Senna’' s face.

CELI A
You have done nore in your 33 years
than I have done in ny entire life.

Your own business. | never even
did ny own hair!
(t hen)

I look at you and I am so proud.
You're so brave and smart and
talented. | don’t know where you
got it, it wasn't fromme. Though
I do have a knack for fashion.

SENNA
Yes, you do.
CELI A
I’msorry Senna. |'msorry | spent
all that tine pestering you to get
married. | don't care if you ever
get married as long as you’ re happy.
SENNA
Uh oh.
CELI A

What ?



SENNA
| have sone news but now | don’t
know if | should tell you

CELI A
Tell nme what?

SENNA
I"mgetting married.

CELI A
(just won the lottery)
He proposed!? Ch baby, that’s

fantastic! |1’mso happy for youl
Tell ne everything. How, when,
wher e???

SENNA

He hasn’'t officially asked ne yet.
But when | hinted that | wanted him
to, he said he was going to tonight.

CELI A
We have to get Mario to do your
cake. He made the nost magnificent
profiterole tower for Annie Genn’s
daughter. 1'mgoing to call him

SENNA

You can’t say anything to anybody.
It’s supposed to be a surprise.

CELI A
| won't.

Just then, a DELIVERY BOY knocks and pokes his head in.

DELI VERY BOY
Ms. Berges?

CELI A
My daughter’s getting marri ed!

SENNA
Moml

DELI VERY BOY
Congr at ul ati ons.

He sets the bags down on the table.
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SENNA
You ordered lunch fromthe Bel Air
Hot el ?

CELI A
O course! It’s your birthday!

A NURSE enters. But before she can speak--

CELI A
My daughter’s getting marri ed!

As Senna throws her hands up in the air--

CUT TGO

I NT. THE 1 VY RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Adam and Senna sit at a candlelit table, the remants of
dessert in front of them

ADAM
Ww t hat was good. Perfect finish
to a perfect day...

SENNA
The day’s not over yet.

ADAM
It is for ne. After that neal, al
I want to do is curl up in a bal

and sleep. | could sleep right
her e.
(of f her 1o00k)

What ?
SENNA

Don't ‘what’ ne! | know you have a

present for me so let’s have it.
ADAM

Did | say | got you a present?
SENNA

Adam
ADAM

| didn’t give it to you earlier?

He starts | ooking around for it, patting his pockets.
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ADAM
| hope | didn't lose it. On!
There it is.

He smles m schievously at her, then reaches under the table,
pulls out a perfectly small box...

ADAM
Don’t panic. | haven't forgotten
your disdain for the traditional
She flushes with anticipation as she holds it in her hand.

Wth a racing heart, she opens it. The bl ood drains from her
face when she sees what’ s inside.

It’s a KEY.
ADAM
So what do you think?
SENNA
A key?
ADAM

" masking you to nove in with ne.

SENNA
(wants to kill him
This is your big surprise?

ADAM
(suddenly very afraid)
Maybe?
SENNA

Adam | told you this norning that
being with you changed how | feel
about t hings.

Adam stares at her. No idea.

SENNA
You sai d you under st ood!

And then, it hits him Har d.

ADAM
Ch ny CGod.

SENNA
I Iike the box. Very romantic.
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ADAM
Senna, | didn't realize... you ve
al ways been so down on nmarriage. |
t hought you’' d be relieved--

SENNA
Rel i eved! ?

ADAM
| thought it was what you wanted.
(taki ng her hand)
Senna | amso sorry. W can totally
get married if that’s what you want.

SENNA
If that’s what | want.

ADAM
No! | nmean, that’'s not what |
mean. | nmean it is what | nean but

not how | nean it.

SENNA
| can’t believe this is happening.

ADAM
If | had known you wanted to, |
woul d have asked, | swear.

She stands and nekes for the door.

ADAM
Sennal

Adam JUMPS to his feet, TOPPLES the chair.

ADAM
Shi t!

Near by DINERS turn to | ook as he disentangles hinself from
the chair, rejoins Senna--

ON THE SI DEWALK
Senna’ s getting into a CAB

ADAM
Senna! Wait!

He puts his hand on her. She pushes it off.

SENNA
Let nme go.
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ADAM
I don’t want to |let you go.

SENNA
Wl | you shoul d have thought of
that earlier.
SLAM Of she goes. As he watches her drive away--

WAI TER (O S.)
Excuse ne, sir?

ADAM
VWhat ! ?

It’s his WAITER w th the check.

CUT TGO

I NT. SENNA' S LOS FELI Z APARTMENT - NI GHT

Senna | eans up agai nst her front door, tears stream ng down
her face. She | ooks over at--

Her four-piece CH NA PLACE SETTING taunting her fromit’s
perch on the buffet.

Her eyes narrow. She rips off her nmagic |ove karma neckl ace
and CHUCKS it at the china. As it falls to the floor--

BANG BANG BANG

ADAM ( Q. S.)
Sennal

SENNA
Go away!

ADAM (O. S.)
No! Not until | see you

Senna YANKS t he door open--
SENNA
There, you ve seen ne. Now go
away!
Then pushes it closed. He STOPS it with his foot.

SENNA
God dam it, Adani
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ADAM
(through the crack)
Pl ease, Senna- -

SENNA

I don’t want to talk to you
ADAM

You don’t have to talk. 1’1l do

all the talking. There' s sonething
I need to ask you right now

SENNA
So ask ne.
ADAM
Can’t | conme in?
SENNA
No.
ADAM
Ckay.
One foot still jammed in the crack, he falls to one knee,

BANG NG t he ot her agai nst the door as he goes down.

ADAM
o

Senna peeks through the crack, watches as he reaches into his
breast pocket and pulls out--

A giant PLASTIC ring. The kind you get in a gunball machi ne.

He eases it through the crack. It’s hideous.
ADAM
Senna... will you marry ne?

Senna | ooks at the ring, doesn’t know whether to |augh or cry.

ADAM
Pl ease? Please will you marry ne?

She opens the door. Adam topples over.

SENNA
Where did you get that?
ADAM
7/11. CQunball machine. | got you

sonme ot her things, too.



65.

Still on one knee, Adam enpties his pockets onto the floor: a
pl asti c SPI DER, tenporary TATTOOS, an egg of SILLY PUTTY, a
floating EYEBALL. Senna | ooks down at the assortnent...

SENNA
| like the floating eyeball

ADAM
It’s yours.

He picks it up and offers it to her.

SENNA
How many tries did it take to get
the ring?

ADAM
Fourt een.

She slides it on her ring finger, takes a good, |ong | ook.

SENNA
My nother’s not going to buy it.
ADAM
First thing tonorrow, 1’1l take you
anywhere you want - -
SENNA
No.
ADAM
No?
SENNA

Picking out the ringis arite of
passage. You have to go through

t he angui sh and hum liation on your
own.

ADAM
Angui sh and hum liation. GCot it.
I"’'mall over it. Can | cone in now?

Senna hesitates, then steps back fromthe door to make room for
himto enter. He scranbles to his feet, takes her in his arns.

ADAM
Still | ove nme?

SENNA
| don’t know.
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ADAM
That’s a step up from an hour ago.

SENNA
| told my nother you were going to
propose. She got so excited.

ADAM
| did propose.

SENNA
Because | had a nelt down.

ADAM
| didn't propose to you because you
had a neltdown, | proposed to you
because | | ove you and want to

spend the rest of ny life with you.
The nel tdown was a bonus.

SENNA
You prom se you' re not just doing
it ‘cause you feel sorry for ne?

ADAM
| don’t feel sorry for you. You
had a great night. You got a
floating eyeball.

Adam hol ds up the floating eyeball for her to see. She can't
hel p herself... she laughs. And as they enbrace, we...

FADE TO BLACK

FADE I N ON:

FRANCO S, the maitre d', with a heavy French accent.

FRANCO S
My nost nenorabl e birthday? Yes, |
can tell you that. | had just cone
to the United States. M famly
was not speaking to ne, | had |eft
them and they were very angry. |
was 24. | had been working for

Monsi eur Val éry since two nonths.
The di shwasher. Terribl e work.
But | was in America, and | had a
job, so I did not conplain. Even
t hough the work was m serable, |
was happy to be working that day,
not alone with my sadness.

( MORE)
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FRANCO S(cont ' d)

| renmenber, | was w ping |ipstick
off a wine glass, and one of the
line cooks tells nme Monsieur Val éry
wants to see ne in his office. |

i mgi ned the worst. That | was
fired, and I would have nowhere to

go. | go to his office, he gives
me the tel ephone. It was ny maman.
She says, it’s your birthday, for
your present, | forgive you. |

tried not to cry in front of M
Val éry. But | was too happy.

HOLD ON an enotional Francois, then..

DI SSOLVE TO
TI TLE CARD: “34”
DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. ADAM S BEACHFRONT CONDO - MORNI NG
Adam sl eeps between crisp white sheets. It’s early. The sun

hasn’t even peeked above the horizon. He opens his eyes to see--
Senna’ s not there.

Bl i nki ng back sl eep, he forces hinself out of bed, pads into--
THE Kl TCHEN

Sees Senna, sitting at the table in her nightie, face as grey
as the dawn. The table is littered wth weddi ng
paraphernalia: invitations, nenus, sketches of dresses...

SENNA
Look at all this shit.

ADAM
It’s early. Cone back to bed.

SENNA
| keep waiting for the phone to
ring. She always had to be the
first. Even in third grade, when |
sl ept over Molly Meyerson's, she
call ed the house at the crack of
dawn so Molly wouldn’t beat her to
it. 1 didn't do sleep-overs for ny
bi rt hday after that.



She holds up a Bridal Magazine with a picture of a
profiterole cake on the cover.

SENNA
We argued for three days over
profiteroles. She insisted we have
them 1 told her they were prissy--

which they are. | would wear a
profiterole on nmy nose just to have
her there.

Her lip starts to trenble. Adamsits down beside her

SENNA
I had to have a w nter weddi ng.
ADAM
You had no way of know ng.
SENNA
You know why? ‘ Cause the colors
are better. | don’t even want to

|l ook at this stuff now.

ADAM
So toss it. W' Il do sonething
small, at Steve and Darla s. Just

our close friends.

SENNA
VWhat’ s the point?

Adamtries not to | ook stung.

ADAM
Same as it always was. To get
married.
SENNA
You never even cared about the
weddi ng.
ADAM
You said you had it handl ed.
SENNA
Doesn’t nean you can’t have an
opi ni on.
ADAM
Until just now, | didn't even know

what a profiterole was, how can |
have an opi nion about it?

68.
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SENNA
Qur weddi ng’s not inportant enough
to find out?

ADAM
I don’t understand what you're so
upset about. You want ne to plan
the wedding, is that it?

SENNA
Yes, that’s what | want. For you
to do it. Here!

She pushes the pile at him

ADAM
| can’t plan a wedding on an enpty
stomach. Let’s go out for breakfast.

SENNA
You know | don't eat breakfast.

ADAM
So conme keep nme conpany. You're
al ready up.
(of f her silence)
Ri ght .

And as he noves off, we...

CUT TGO

I NT. SENNA VENI CE BOUTI QUE - DAY

Senna’s store is humm ng. She’'s noved to a |arger space, on
pricey Abbott Kinney Boul evard, near the beach in Venice.

Two sal espeopl e assist custonmers on the floor. There' s a
third behind the register.

Darla enters, wearing her 10- MONTH OLD BABY across her chest.
She waves to the cashier, goes to |ook for Senna in the back.
She’s not in her office.

DARLA
Do you guys know where Senna is?

CUT TGO
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EXT. BRENTWOOD HOUSE - DAY

A nodest but well-kept 2-story Colonial. There’'s a SOLD sign
on the lawn. Senna refuses to |ook at it as she wal ks up the
path to the front door.

I NSI DE

Movi ng boxes are sprinkled anobngst enpty bookcases and barren
coffee tables. Nails poke out where pictures once hung.
Senna wal ks past it all, UP THE STAIRS and into--

THE MASTER BEDROOM

Stops in the doorway. Unlike the downstairs, it is stuffed
full of personal itens-- perfune, nagazines, pictures-- lots
of pictures, nost of them of Senna.

Senna grabs an enpty box, goes to the dresser, opens the
drawer. Underwear, nighties, sweaters...

She fills the box, seals it with tape, marks it with a
Sharpie: GOOD WLL.

She opens the CLOSET, takes out a fam liar HELI OTROPE
CASHVERE COAT. Senna was right-- it is her nother’s col or
Even matches the wal | paper. Senna tosses it into a box.

She renoves several dresses, throws themon the bed. As she
turns back around, her hand flies over her nouth. There, at
t he back of the cl oset--

Is her VWIEDDI NG CHI NA. El even pl ace settings, stacked fl oor
to ceiling, a perfect match to her one set at hone.

Wth trenbling hands, she renoves a box, falls to her knees
to open it. As she cradles a dinner plate in her arns--

DARLA
Senna?

Darl a appears. Senna | ooks up at her, face streaked with
tears. Darla crouches down beside her.

SENNA
She bought ne the entire set.
Look. El even boxes.

DARLA
You didn’t have to do this today--
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SENNA
VWhat should | do with it?

DARLA
You could eat off of it. O you
could put it behind glass and stare
at it. That's what we did with
ours.

SENNA
She was saving it for ny wedding.

DARLA
So wait for your wedding, then.

SENNA
VWhat if there is no weddi ng?

DARLA
What do you nean?

Senna won’t | ook at her. Darla suddenly |ooks concerned.
DARLA

You’ re not havi ng doubts.
(no response)

Senna! ?
SENNA
He wasn’t even going to propose.
DARLA
You told himyou didn’t believe in
marriage.
SENNA
He still should have asked.
DARLA
Wy woul d he ask if he knew you’'d
say no- -
SENNA

If he wanted ne and only ne, he
woul dn’t take no for an answer.

DARLA
Adam | oves you

SENNA
Adam s | oved other girls, too.
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DARLA
But he proposed to you.
SENNA
Barely.
DARLA

That’'s not fair.

SENNA

| don’t want to be one of five.

(off Darla’s puzzled | ook)
‘Qut of the billions of people in
the world, I'"'msure | could nake it
work with at least five.” You were
there when he said that. | know
nobody’s perfect. | accept Adanis
obsessive need to al phabeti ze.
That he thinks fifteen m nutes
early is on tine. | can even dea
with the girly drinks and his
stupi d excuses for ordering them
But the one thing I need is for him
to need ne. Only ne.

DARLA
|"ve seen himw th his other
girlfriends. How he feels about
you... it’s not even close. Trust
it, Senna.

Senna | ooks down at the china. Easier said than done.

CUT TGO

I NT. / EXT. ADAM S CAR / BURBANK Al RPORT - NI GHT
Senna sits blindfolded in the passenger seat as Adamdri ves.

SENNA
" mgetting carsick

ADAM
Al nost there.

SENNA
| smell the airport. Are we at the
airport? Wiy are we at the airport?

Adam steers the car down a narrow drive, then stops.



ADAM

Ckay. You can take it off now

Senna rips off the blindfold. A VALET opens her door,
her out of the car. ANOTHER VALET opens Adani s.

ANOTHER VALET

Good evening, sir. How long wll

you be traveling?

ADAM
Just ‘til tonorrow

SENNA
Where are we goi ng?
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hel ps

Adam goes to her, hands her a ticket. Her eyes fly open.

SENNA
Vegas! ?

ADAM

D nner at the Bellagio, a show at

Caesar’ s pal ace. ..

SENNA
You're taking ne to Vegas?

ADAM

You said | should go ahead and pl an

it, so..

He pulls out a RI NG BOX out of his pocket.

for it, so he opens it for her. |NSIDE--
VEDDI NG BANDS, hi s and hers.
ADAM

| booked a chapel for mdnight.

The color drains from her face.

ADAM

She doesn’t

A nice one, with real flowers and a

live string quartet. | know Vegas

is kitschy, but we’ve been wanting

to go.

SENNA
To visit. Not to get married.

reach
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This wedding planning is killing
me. Let’s just get it over wth.

Senna | ooks |i ke she just got sl apped.

SENNA
Get it over with?

ADAM
You know what | nean.

SENNA
No, | don’t think I do.

ADAM
I nean, if you want to do it, let’s
do it already! You do still want
to marry nme...?

SENNA
Not when you're like this.

ADAM
I"msorry. How would you Iike ne
to be?

SENNA

What’ s that supposed to nean?

ADAM
You didn't believe in marriage so |
didn’t ask. Then suddenly you want
to, so | do. Then you want to do
everything, then you get mad at ne
for letting you. No matter what |
do, it’s not good enough for you.

SENNA
What if | don't want to get married
in Vegas?

ADAM

Then | guess |'m not good enough
for you. Lord knows | tried.

(to the Valet)
Can you bring the car back, please?

He picks up his overnight bag, hands Senna sone noney.

SENNA
What are you doi ng?
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ADAM
They shoul dn’t charge you, but if
t hey do--

SENNA
You're still going?

ADAM
| paid for the room

SENNA
What are you going to do there?

ADAM
| don’t know. Eat, drink, party,
Vegas is just as fun for singles.
O so |I’ve heard.

SENNA
So that’s it? You re “single” now
ADAM
| can’t take the roller coaster
ride anynore, Senna. | want a

partner. Soneone who cares enough
about ny happi ness to neet ne half
way sonetimes. Clearly that’'s not
you.

Senna’s nouth floats open as she realizes: He's |eaving her.
ADAM
Your whole |ife can be about you
now. Consider it ny birthday
present.
The car arrives. As he turns and heads for the termnal--
HOLD ON Senna, frozen in disbelief.

FADE TO BLACK

FADE I N ON:
Delightfully effem nate RAMONE.

RAMONE
‘Birthday?” It’s not a day, it’'s a
week!

( MORE)



76.
RAMONE( cont ' d)

From t he nonment you wake up in the
norni ng you got people calling you,
“What are you doi ng today, can |
take you to lunch, what do you nean
you' re going with so-and-so, well |
want to see you, too!” So

i nevitably you wi nd up apol ogi zi ng
for going to lunch with whonever
you' re going to lunch with, then
hosting a party you don’t even
want, just to keep all those people
who i nsist on--

(quotes with his hands)
“celebrating” with you happy. God
forbid you tell your friends you
just want to go hone, nmake a pitcher
of martinis and watch TMC. They’ |
never let you live it dowmn! O
course no matter how hard you try to
meke yourself available to everyone
who insists on seeing you, there’l
al ways be soneone you forgot to cal
and is pissed off that they weren't
i ncl uded in your--

(quotes with his hands)
“celebration.” So a week |ater you
wi nd up taking themout to lunch to
make them feel better about not
being invited to the party that was
supposed to be about you! | swear,
after age 12, birthdays are nothing
but a pain in the ass!

He nods enphatically, and we--
FADE TO BLACK

FADE I N ON:
TI TLE CARD: “35”"

DI SSOLVE TGO
BEEP- BEEP.  BEEP- BEEP

I NT. SENNA'S VENI CE LOFT - MORNI NG
An al arm echoes across high ceilings and | athe plaster walls.
We PAN toward the source, over hand-drawn desi gn sketches--

coats, pants, dresses-- on the dining roomtable, on the
counters, pinned to the walls. 1In--
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THE BEDROOM

A few signature itens tell us this sleek condo belongs to
Senna. The clock (still beeping), the Eiffel Tower ashtray
(sans butts), the fuzzy robe on the back of the door.

Yep, this is Senna’s house all right. The question is...
where is she?

CUT TGO

EXT. GRAVEYARD - MORNI NG

Senna kneels by Celia s grave. Pajanma’s peek out from under
her coat. She is pale and painfully sleep-deprived.

SENNA
Happy ny birthday.

And as she settles in to watch the sunrise. .

CUT TGO

EXT. LA GARMENT DI STRI CT - DAY

The nost colorful, noisy place you ve ever seen. Senna
stands in front of a wall of buttons, as an agi ng CH NESE
WOVAN shows her spool s upon spools of ribbon

SENNA
Too fat. Too shiny. | don't |ike
the ribbing... that’s nice, but I

need it in nore of a bl ue-bl ack.
As t he wonman nods and noves off--

BUzZzZzzZZZ. Her cell phone buzzes in her pocket.

SENNA
I"mat the Mart.

NIKKI (O.'S.)
Everything’ s cool. | just wanted

you to know the sanpl es from Hong
Kong arri ved.

SENNA
How do they | ook?

NIKKI (O.'S.)
| haven’t opened the box yet.
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SENNA
That’ s okay. Anything el se
happeni ng?

NIKKI (O.'S.)
Store’s pretty quiet. But sone
fl onwers canme for you

Senna perks up. Flowers?

SENNA
From who?
NIKKI (O S.)
I don’t know. You want ne to open
the card?
SENNA
It’s ok. "Il be there in an hour

She cl oses the phone. Stands there, lost in thought, until--

CHI NESE WOVAN
Here. Bl ue-bl ack

The Chi nese wonman returns with nore ri bbon.

SENNA
That’'s it. I"lIl take all of it.

As the woman wites up her order--

Senna’ s eyes are curious, hopeful. She heads for the
register with a spring in her step.

CUT TGO

I NT. SENNA VENI CE BOUTI QUE - DAY

Trendy hobo bags, colorful ankle boots, and sone of the
sexi est dress coats you’' ve ever seen.

A few upscal e custoners m Il about the sleek retail space as
Senna enters, waves to N kki, beelines for--

HER OFFI CE.

There, on her desk, is a bouquet of roses. Lenon yell ow,
creansicle, lavender. As she reaches for the card--

NI KKI
Wo are they fron?
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Ni kki appears in the doorway.

Senna opens the card, making a point not to | ook eager. As
she flips it open--

Her eyes register disappointnent. Huge di sappointnent. She
was hopi ng they were from soneone el se.

SENNA
‘M wife |oves her coat. W want
to bring your line to Paris.
Pl ease expect a call fromne, warm
regards, Emle...’ sonething
can’t pronounce.

NI KKI

Paris! Om GODI W' re going
i nternational!

Ni kki grabs her and hugs her. A slow smle spreads over
Senna’ s face as she realizes...

SENNA
My coats are going to Paris.

NI KKI
Le fashion capital du nonde!

SENNA
Happy Birthday to ne!

They high five.

NI KKI
Were are you cel ebrating?

SENNA
Darl a al ways pl ans sonething great.

As Ni kki noves off, Senna picks up the phone, dials.

SENNA
Darla! Hey, it’s ne.

DARLA (O.S.)
Ch, hey. Hold on a sec.

We can hear a BABY CRYING in the background, and Darla trying
to SHUSH hi m

SENNA
You want to call nme back?
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DARLA (O S.)

It’s always like this. Wat’'s up?
SENNA

I was just checking in... y’ know,

to see what was happeni ng tonight.
DARLA (O S.)

Hey! Momy’ s on the phone!

(t hen)

Sorry, what?

SENNA

I was just asking about the plans
for tonight. AmIl com ng there?
Are we neeting sonewhere...?

(I ong beat of silence)
Dar | a?

DARLA (O S.)
Ch nmy God, Senna... | suck. | am
the worst friend ever...

The col or drains from Senna’s face: Darla forgot her birthday.

DARLA (O S.)
Hey! Don’t touch that. That’s
very danger ous.

SENNA
You' re busy.

DARLA (O S.)
No, wait! Don’'t hang up. Shit, I'm
a putz! Wth Steve out of town--

SENNA
It’s okay.

DARLA (O S.)
It’s so totally not okay. | can’t
even take you out, | don’t have a
babysitter.

Just then, N kki pokes her head in, indicates the phone.

NI KKI
Li ne two.
SENNA
| have to take another call. W'l]

talk later.
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As Ni kki starts off--

SENNA
Ni kki, wait! |If you were going to
go out sonepl ace fabul ous tonight,
where woul d you go?

NI KKI
White Lotus. |f you can afford $20
cockt ai | s.

SENNA

You want to see if the other girls
want to cone? M treat.

NI KKI
Hel | yeah!

Ni kki nmoves off. Senna smiles to herself. As she picks up
t he phone. ..

CUT TGO

I NT. SENNA VENI CE BOUTI QUE - EVEN NG

SENNA
See you tonight.

Senna waves to N kki, goes out the back door to--
THE ALLEY

Opens her car door, eases the flowers into the seat beside
her. She | ooks at thema | ong beat, then plucks her phone
from her purse and dials:

ADAM (V. Q)
It’s Adam Leave ne a nessage so |
can call you back

SENNA
Hey. It’s Senna. | knowit’s
short notice, but I'’mhaving a
little birthday get together at
White Lotus tonight, would love to
see you if you can stop by. (X,
hope you can nmake it. Bye.

She cl oses the phone, bites her lip, then starts the car.

CUT TGO
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INT./EXT. SENNA'S CAR / VEN CE STREETS - EVEN NG

As Senna drives down sunki ssed Veni ce streets:

SENNA (V. Q)
Hey. Senna agai n. | forgot to
tell you what tinme, so, uh... it’s

9:00. Any time after that. Call
me if you' re com ng, o0k?

She pulls into her parking spot, jogs up her front wal k:

SENNA (V. Q)
Hey it’s me again. | forgot to tel
you | reserved a private room so
just ask for me, it’s in ny nane.
Call me and let ne knowif you're
com ng, ok? Ok, bye.

CUT TGO

I NT. SENNA'S VENI CE LOFT - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Senna, freshly showered and still in a towel, |ooks down at
her cell phone: no messages.

She crosses to the dresser, opens the top drawer, wades
t hrough some scarves to find--

A JEVELRY BOX. Fromit, she pulls out one very speci al
NECKLACE, fastens it around her neck.

She exam nes her refection. The dianond heart glistens

agai nst her danp skin. She takes off her earrings, then
pul s her hair up, secures it in a knot. It’s all about the
neckl ace toni ght.

She goes to cl ose the box, pauses, then reaches in and pulls
out one very gruesone-| ooki ng FLOATI NG EYEBALL.

She stares at it a beat, then digs back in the box and
produces a giant PLASTIC RING Uncerenoniously, she carries
themto the wastebasket and DROPS them i n.

CUT TGO

I NT. NIGHTCLUB - N GHT

Your basic hot spot. The crowd is young and good- | ooki ng,
| ots of wanna-be actors with great hair and fabul ous jeans.
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NI KKI
Grl, you are snokin’

Senna, funky sexy with a | ace bra peeking out of her

strapl ess dress, approaches a cluster of girls at the bar.
Her make-up is shimrery, dramatic: |ike she put sone effort
intoit. The girls AD LIB hellos, then:

NI KKI
Vodka tonic?

Senna nods. As Nikki signals to the bartender--

A HANDSOVE CUY slides in next to Senna. Their eyes neet.

SENNA
(re: his tattoo)
Nice art.
HANDSOVE
Thanks.

She pauses to let himelaborate. He doesn't.

SENNA
Wy a dragon fly?

HANDSOVE
Oh, | don't know...

SENNA
| thought maybe you didn’t have
enough ink for a dragon.

HANDSQOVE
No.

Senna smles. He totally doesn’'t get her. But she doesn’t
gi ve up.

SENNA
I have one on ny shoul der.
wasn't sure what color | wanted so
I went for clear.

HANDSQOVE
That's a joke, right?

SENNA
You got ne.

He smles, relieved. So nmuch for tall, dark and handsone...
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HANDSOVE
You want to dance?
SENNA
No t hanks. I have a club foot.

A HOSTESS beckons to Senna. As she and the girls nove off...

CUT TGO

I NT. CLUB - PRI VATE ROOM - NI GHT
Senna tears w appi ng paper off of a large, flat gift.

SENNA
You guys. ..

It’s a FRAMED MAGAZI NE ARTI CLE: Vogue “Designers to Watch”
I ssue. There's a picture of Senna and one of her coats.

SENNA
Thank you so rnuch

She group hugs her (cute, young) enployees. Just then--

NI KKI
Wl |l [ ook who the cat dragged in.

Senna’ s heart pounds. She oh-so-casually turns to see:

DARLA
Better |ate than never!

Darla, carrying a LARGE BOX with a bow on it. Senna smles,
trying with everything she’s got to hide her di sappoi ntnent.

DARLA
I left my kid wwth a stripper but
you're worth it. Happy Birthday!

Darl a places the box in front of Senna. As Senna reaches for
it--

It MOVES. As if there were a giant Mexican junping bean
i nside. A whinpering Mexican junping bean.

SENNA
Ch no.

Darla whips off the lid: I1t’s a PUPPY.
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DARLA
Ta- dal

SENNA
You can’t just give soneone a
puppy!

Just then, a POPULAR SONG cones on. N kki junps up.

NI KKI
Cnon let’s go dance.

As Senna’s girls scranble for the door--

SENNA
What am | supposed to do with a

puppy?
SMASH CUT TO

I NT. CLUB - DANCE FLOOR - N GHT

Senna on the dance floor, holding the puppy against her
shoul der as she tries to dance.

SENNA
This can’'t be good for him

DARLA
Britney and Paris bring their dogs
to clubs all the tine.

A perky COLLEGE G RL sidles up to Senna, starts making kissy
faces at the dog.

COLLEGE G RL
Your dog is so cute!
SENNA
You want hinf? |’mserious. Youd

be doing nme a favor.

Senna tries to hand her the puppy. The girl quickly noves
away. Senna | ooks down at him..

SENNA
Don’t take it personally.

He stretches up and LICKS her face, wagging his tail wldly.

SENNA
Ckay, okay! Woa- -
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As she struggles to hold on to him-

BUZZZ7777. BUZZZZZZZ.

Her cl eavage starts vibrating. Her phone. As she reaches,
t he puppy slips down the front of her dress.

SENNA
Shi t!

She SQUATS DOMN to catch him He starts licking her all over.

SENNA
Hel | o!

(to the puppy)
No, please, don’t lick ne.

ADAM ( Q. S.)
Senna?

Senna’ s face goes WH TE.

SENNA
Adanf??

ADAM (Q. S.)
Is this a bad time?

SENNA
No! | was just, wait... hold on.

She struggles to stand, foists the wggling dog on Darl a,
then fights her way out of the crowd toward the bar.

SENNA
Are you there?

She JAMS a finger in her ear. There are peopl e EVERYWHERE

ADAM (O S.)
Yeah, |1’ m here.
SENNA
Hi .
ADAM (O S.)
H. Sorry to call so late. | just

wanted to wi sh you happy birthday.

SENNA
Did you get ny nessages? ...Adan?
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ADAM (O S.)
I’ m here.
SENNA
| called you
ADAM (O S.)
I know. Listen | can hardly hear
you.
SENNA

Yeah, sorry, it’s pretty insane.

ADAM ( Q. S.)
| don’t want to keep you from your
party. Happy birthday.

SENNA
Thanks. W only just got here, if
you want to conme. Adanf? ...Adan®???

She | ooks down at the phone. He’s gone. She hurries through
the crowd, back to her--

PRI VATE ROOM
Shuts the door. Darla’ s there with the puppy.

DARLA
You were right about the puppy.
He’s not real keen on cl ubbing.
Wo are you calling?

SENNA
Adam W just got cut off. |
called and invited himbut | think
he only just now got the nessage.

(t hen)
He turned his phone off. Wy would
he turn his phone off? | was just

talking to hima second ago.
She | ooks at Darla. She looks guilty and a little scared.

SENNA
What ?

DARLA
Il wanted to tell you, but your
bi rt hday was com ng..

SENNA
Tell ne what?
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DARLA
Then | forgot--

SENNA
Tell nme VWHAT! ?

DARLA
Adam was seeing this girl |ong
distance. | didn't think it was
seri ous.
(then, with difficulty)
She just noved here.

As Senna’s heart drops into her stonmach--

DARLA
I’ msorry.

SENNA
When? When did she nove here?

DARLA
Last weekend. They’'re not |iving
t oget her.

SENNA
O course he’s wth sonebody. He's
been shopping for a wife since the
day we net.
(t hen)
You shoul d have told ne!

DARLA
I know.

SENNA
| called himthree tinmes today. He
must think |’"man idiot.

DARLA
He’' d never think that.

Senna shakes her head. Sure feels like an idiot...

CUT TGO

I NT. SENNA" S BATHROOM - NI GHT

Senna, in a nightie, whitening strips on her teeth, stands at
the mrror, patting eye creamin the tiny creases around her
eyes. She turns to |ook at--
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The PUPPY, curled up on a towel in the bathtub. He's
qui vering ever-so-slightly. Senna covers himwth a hand
towel, |eaves the room A nonent |ater--

She cones back, scoops himup and carries himinto--

HER BEDROOM snugs himinto the bed. As she settles in
beside him she | ooks over at THE PHONE. She stares at it a
beat, then renoves the whitening strip fromher top teeth,
picks it up and dials.

ADAM (O. S.)
It’s Adam Leave ne a nessage so |
can call you back

SENNA
Adam hi. It’s Senna. | just...
I wanted to thank you for calling.
Darla told nme about your girlfriend
nmovi ng here, 1'’mglad to hear
you' re happy. Well, I'’maround if
you want to catch up. Y know, as
friends. If you want to. Ok, bye.

Senna hangs up. Looks at the dog: her bedmate, now.
As she CLICKS off the light, we...
FADE TO BLACK

FADE | N ON:
Adam in a MED UM CLOSE- UP

ADAM
My nost nenorabl e birthday was ny
34th. | was still with Senna then.
| guess you'd call it the honeynoon

period. She wouldn't let ne out of
bed that norning, so | was late to
my deposition. | never got
br eakfast, then we worked through
[ unch. Wen | got home, Senna had
hidden little presents all over the
house, like a treasure hunt, with
funny little poens for clues. The
| ast present was in the bed. |
won't tell you what it was, just
that we never nade it to dinner. |
didn’t have a neal the entire day.
That was ny birthday. It was
exhausting being with her...

( MORE)
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ADAM cont ' d)

I ncredi bl e, but exhausting. |
guess that’s why it couldn’t | ast.

HOLD ON his gentle smle, then..
FADE TO BLACK

FADE I N ON:
TI TLE CARD: “36”
DI SSOLVE TGO

I NT. SENNA"S VENI CE LOFT - MORNI NG

A puppy tongue on Senna’s sl eeping face. She grimaces, tries

to fight himoff. Finally--

SENNA
Ckay, okay, okay, okay!

She stunbl es out of bed, the dog nipping at her heels.
CUT TO

EXT. SENNA VEN CE BOUTI QUE - DAY

It’s early. The boutique isn’t open yet. W can see N kki
t hrough the gl ass, arranging a displ ay.

TAP TAP TAP. N kki | ooks up. 1It’s Senna, with her dog.
Ni kki hurries to unl ock the door for her.

NI KKI
Happy Birthday!
SENNA
Thanks. Is she here?
NI KKI
In your office. Shall | gather the

troops?
Senna nods, then steps--

I NSI DE THE BOUTI QUE. She pauses a nonent to take it all in.
Her hear swells with pride: she’s cone a |ong way.

Enpl oyees start to gather around her. A few hug her, w sh
her happy birthday. Her eyes are shiny as she smles and
t hanks them Finally:



91.

SENNA
Thanks to all of you who cane in
special today. | appreciate it.

Most of you know that | sold the
store and amgoing to Paris to
design full tine.

Senna’ s enpl oyees cl ap and cheer.

SENNA
Don’t applaud yet, | may crash and
burn. Anyway, | wanted you all to

nmeet your new boss. She gave ne ny
start in the business, and really
knows her shit. Vanessa?

Vanessa steps forward. Smles affectionately at Senna.

VANESSA
| don’t want to keep you guys who
came in or your day off, and we
open in ten mnutes! | just wanted
t he opportunity to introduce
nyself, and tell you how nuch |I'm
| ooking forward to working with you
all. Senna’s built an incredible
busi ness, I’ m honored she’s chosen
me to continue her Legacy.

She wi nks and snmiles at Senna.

SENNA
Vanessa al so owns Legacy.

VANESSA
Don’t worry, |I’mnot changing the
nane. You've built an incredible
brand. W’ re |ooking forward to
stocking it with your cutting edge
desi gns. Make us proud.

More appl ause. As Senna w pes a tear from her eye...

CUT TGO

I NT. SENNA*S VENI CE LOFT - DAY

Senna’ s phone is RING NG as she enters with Lucky. She
hurries to answer it.

SENNA
Hel | 0?
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ADAM (Q. S.)
Did you do it?

SENNA
| didit.

ADAM (Q. S.)

Congratulations. You're a free
woman! Let’s go cel ebrate your
| ast birthday in L. A by doing
sonmething really Californian.

SENNA
Li ke what ?

SMASH CUT TGO

EXT. COUNTY LI NE STATE BEACH - DAY

| NSTRUCTOR DUDE
The waves are nice and nushy, it’s
a great day for learning, so let’s
get out there and have sone fun!

A tanned | NSTRUCTOR DUDE addresses a group of students that
i ncl udes Senna, Darla, Steve, Adam and Adamis athletic-

| ooking girlfriend, ALISON. Steve is crouched down talking
to STEVIE, his and Darla’s three-year old son:

STEVE
When the wave npves into shall ow
water, the bottomof it slows down,
allowing the top to spill over it...

ADAM
Who needs sunscreen?

Adam hol ds up a tube.

AL| SON
Not me, | always put it on before |
| eave the house. It’'s nore

effective if you apply in advance.
He offers it to Darla, she waves it off.

DARLA
W' re good.

ALl SON
"1l hang with little Stevie if you
want to try.
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DARLA
That ' s okay.
ALl SON
I’d enjoy it. | can surf anytine..

(baby voice, to Stevie)
...but 1 hardly ever get to play
sandcastles with such a handsone boy
i ke you! Wuld you play wwth ne?

As Stevie buries hinself in Darla s dress--

ALl SON
My bi ol ogi cal clock nust be going
off. Until a few nonths ago, |
couldn’t stand the sight of
children. Now all | can think
about is babies, babies, babies!

ADAM
I think we’re supposed to go pick
out our surfboards.

ALl SON
| brought ny owmn. We'Ill neet you
guys in the water.

Steve kisses Darla, tousles Stevie's hair...

STEVE
Be good to your mum

Then trots off with Adam Alison | ooks adoringly at Stevie.

ALl SON
You're so lucky you started early.
I"’m 37, if Adam doesn’t step up, |
may have to take matters into nmy own

hands.

DARLA
Meani ng...?

ALl SON

Just because we have birth contro

pills doesn’'t nean we have to take
them Once those eggs get crusty

it’'s game over.

A beat of stunned sil ence, then--
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ALl SON
Oh ny God, they're in the water!
(to Senna, as she noves off)
Meet nme down there.
As Alison sprints toward the water--
Darl a | ooks at Senna: Did you hear what | heard?

SENNA
Hey, he picked her.

Al i son beckons to Senna. As she heads off toward the surf--
HOLD ON Darl a, | ooking stunned.
CUT TO

EXT. BEACH - DAY

Senna stands wai st deep in the ocean. WAaves are breaking in
front of her. Each tine one does, she and her surfboard are
PUSHED BACK toward the beach. A few yards in front of her--

ALl SON
You got it, babe. Paddle, paddle
paddle! Don’'t give up! That's it!

Al i son cheers Adam on as he fights his way through the inpact
zone. He nmakes it to open water. Alison rewards himwith a
ki ss.

Senna grits her teeth, plunges forward. A wave starts
breaking on top of her. She paddles with everything she’s
got. Water sprays into her eyes and nose. She coughs and
gasps, then (mracul ously!) finds herself--

OUT AT SEA.

Here, beyond the sandbar, the water is snooth as gl ass.

Senna col | apses onto her board. A few feet away--

ADAM
Hey! You nade it!
SENNA
It was touch and go for awhile

t here..

A few feet away, Alison is surfing toward the shore.
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SENNA
It can’t possibly be as easy as
she’s making it | ook.

ADAM
She swam for Stanford, practically
lived in the water. You re doing
great. Steve can’t even get out.

ANGLE ON Steve, stuck in the foam Alison is running over to
help himw th such intensity you' d think his |life depended on
it. As Senna watches--

I NSTRUCTOR DUDE
You guys ready for a | esson?

The instructor dude paddles up to them Senna | ooks at Adam -

ADAM
Go ahead. |I'mwaiting for Alison.

SENNA
If | drown, Darla gets ny shoe
col | ection.

Senna follows the instructor to a spot away fromthe crowd.

| NSTRUCTOR DUDE
&, here cones a wave. \Wen you
feel it lift your board, paddle.

SENNA
Then what ?

| NSTRUCTOR DUDE
Hold on and ride it.

He steers her into position. A wave starts to lift her up..

| NSTRUCTOR DUDE
Paddl e, paddle! Don't |ean back!

She paddles, but too little too late. It gets away.
| NSTRUCTOR DUDE
That’ s ok. Here cones another one.
Paddl e, paddl e, paddle...
She tries again. M sses again.

I NSTRUCTOR DUDE
You got it, you just have to conmt.
Keep trying, I’'ll be back in a bit.
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As he swins off, she spies--

Ali son, paddling toward Adam - head down, biceps punping,
tal k about commtted..

Senna | ooks back at the WAVE form ng behind her. She starts
paddling, HARD. As the water lifts her up..

SENNA
Ch ny CGod. .
She gives one last burst. It pays off. The wave GRABS her
boar d- -
SENNA

Ch nmy God! Ch ny God!
She HOLDS ON for dear life as it whisks her toward the beach.

As she’s deposited on the shore, she junps to her feet, |ooks
out at Adam..

Her face drops. Alison is hovering over him He didn't see.
As she shakes off her di sappointnent...

CUT TGO

EXT. COUNTY LI NE BEACH - MAG C HOUR

Senna lies on her board, staring up into the twlight sky.
Adam paddl es up to her, calls out--

ADAM
W' re going to m ss our reservation.

SENNA
VWhere's Alison?

ADAM
She went with Darla and Steve. She
couldn’t find a place to plug in her
flat iron. She doesn't like to go
out with puffy hair.
(t hen)
She’s m ssing one hell of a sunset.

SENNA
s going to be tough, |eaving al

It’s
t his.

She smles at him He takes her in. Golden sunlight dances
across her eyes and skin. She's never | ooked nore beautiful.



He points.

He sniles

ADAM
Yeah, Paris is going to suck.

SENNA
I m not conpl ai ni ng.

ADAM
Are you going to nmake your nodels
wear ten foot tall hats out of
feathers and old car parts?

SENNA
I’ mseeing nore faux fur and tree
br anches.

ADAM
Once you're a big designer, don’t
forget all us little people you
| eft behind.

SENNA
You're really settling in here,
aren’t you?

ADAM
We can’'t all have Paris.
(t hen)
Last swell of the day, rolling in.

Senna | ooks.

ADAM

You stand up yet?
SENNA

Nope. But | still |love nyself.
ADAM

There’s no surfing in Paris, you
know. M ght be your |ast chance.

SENNA
You just want to see ne fall flat
on ny face.

ADAM
No. | want to see you succeed. In
everyt hi ng.

at her. A nice nonent, until...

SENNA
You are so full of shit.

97.
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ADAM

And you’'re a scare-dy chicken
SENNA

Yeah, a tired scare-dy chicken.
ADAM

You have to get to shore sonehow.
SENNA

Fine. 1'Il try. But no |aughing!

Senna noves into position, starts paddling for a wave. Adam
hangs back as it LIFTS her up--

ADAM
That’s it. Now nove your |eg under
you. Lean forward. You got it!
Now stand up! STAND UP!!

One at a tine, she noves her feet under her, then oh-so-
gingerly...

SENNA
["mup! |"M UP!

She stands. As she WHOOPS her way toward the shore..
CUT TO

EXT. BEACH - DUSK

Adam j ogs up the beach where Senna is already changed into
shorts and sitting on a sarong.

ADAM
Sorry... 1’1l be quick!

He continues on to his car, parked by the side of the road,
pull's the keys fromtheir hiding place, POPS the TRUNK, then
tosses his keys inside it.

Under the cover of his towel, he peels off his wetsuit, then
lowers the trunk door to see his clothes in the back seat.

Teeth chattering, he SLAMS the trunk, noves for the door,
STOPS because- -

The towel around his waist is caught in the trunk. He tugs
and tugs. Not goi ng anywhere.
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ADAM
Shit.
(calling out)
Senna! SENNA!

Senna | ooks up fromwhere she’s sitting, sees himwaving her
over, wraps her sarong around her waist and joins him-

AT THE CAR.
ADAM
I have a little problem
SENNA
So | see.
ADAM

My clothes are in the backseat.
C nmon |’ m col d!

SENNA
The things | do for you...
She goes to open the car door. |It’s |ocked.
SENNA

I need the keys.

(of f his blank I ook)
You | ocked your keys in the trunk.
Ni ce nmove, counsellor. Now what?

Adam | ooks around. |It’s |ate, everyone else is gone.

ADAM
There's a bar across the street.

Senna | ooks across the street at the HONKY TONK BAR.  The
parking lot is full of PICK-UP TRUCKS.

ADAM
I"msure if you tell themit’s an
energency they’' Il let you use the
phone.
SENNA
I’ mnot |eaving you here to freeze.
ADAM
We don't exactly have a | ot of other

opti ons.

Senna consi ders his predi canent a beat, then--
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SENNA
Sarong or shorts?

Opens her sarong to reveal her stretchy, gold shorts. As
Adam consi ders his choices...

CUT TGO

EXT. HONKY TONK BAR - MAG C HOUR

ADAM
Are ny balls sticking out?

Senna | ooks at Adanis ass, hugged by her high-cut shorts.
He’'s al so wearing her tank top. It is VERY tight on him

SENNA
Not noti ceably.

She ushers him -
| NSI DE THE BAR

It’s packed to the gills with girls with big hair and guys in
tight wanglers and cl unky cowboy boots.

ON STAGE

A portly COABOY sings a Karaoke cover of classic Garth Brooks.

SENNA
These guys are serious about their
Kar aoke.

ADAM
Cone on.

As Adam | eads Senna toward the bar, several patrons turn to
| ook. Adam signals to the BARTENDER- -

ADAM
I locked ny keys in ny car, any
chance | coul d use your phone?

BARTENDER
C non back.

As Adam foll ows the bartender behind the bar--

Senna gets an idea. Through the crowd she weaves, toward the
stage to where the KARACKE DJ is spinning.
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She whi spers sonmething in his ear, he nods and smles. Wen
she returns to the bar--

ADAM
There you are! | thought nmaybe you
rode off into the sunset with Garth.

SENNA
Hey, the night is young.

ADAM
Alison has ny extra key. They were
al ready on their way to dinner, so
it shouldn’t be too | ong.

Just then, the DJ interrupts:

KARACKE DJ
Jody’ s supposed to be up next, but
we have birthday in the house...

The DJ points at Senna. The crowd turns to |ook. Several
menbers hoot and cheer. She waves her appreciation.

KARACOKE DJ
Qur birthday girl has asked that
her special friend be allowed to
come up here and sing her favorite
song. \Wadday’ all say?

The crowd appl auds. Adam suddenly gets very nervous.

ADAM
You didn't.

KARAOKE DJ
So let’s give a big hand to Adam as
he serenades his birthday girl.

ADAM
You bi tch!

He waves as the crowd applauds him then shakes his head to
i ndi cate thanks but no thanks.

Senna gi ves himan incredul ous | ook, then turns to the crowd
for help. They start chanting his nane.

CROV\D
A-dam  A-dan

He has no choice. He hisses at Senna, makes his way up to
the stage. The crowd goes wild at the sight of him
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CONBOY
Ni ce | egs!

KARACKE DJ
| hope you sing better than you
dr ess.

ADAM
| don't. " m wor se.

A standard, slightly corny country-western song cones on.

ADAM
For the birthday girl.

Adam t akes a deep breath, starts to sing. A rough start.
Very rough.

The lyrics are hopel essly hokey. The only way to pull this
off is to go for it. So he does.

He grabs the mc with both hands. He's getting into it now.
The CROAD goes wild. Senna is |laughing, totally endeared.

The lyrics turn. What was hokey suddenly feels strangely
meani ngful : the things they wish they could say to each
other, if it weren't too late..

Adam | ooks at Senna, holds her eyes as he sings. She blinks
back tears. Wy does this hurt so much?

The song ends. The room EXPLODES with appl ause. They | ove
him And then it hits her, hard. She |oves him

She bites her |ip. Her eyes are wet. As she pushes her pain
back down into her chest--

KARACKE DJ
Well. That was menorable. Thank
you Adam

Adam curtsies, then hops off the stage, weaves his way
t hrough his adoring fans to--

THE BAR, where Senna is waiting.

ADAM
Happy Birthday.

He smles at her. Her heart is pounding. She m ght just
kiss him except...
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ALl SON
Adan? \What the hell are you
weari ng?

Alison, Steve and Darla are standing right behind them

ADAM
Al i son!

ALl SON
| have your key, you can change in
t he car.

As she beckons for himto foll ow her--

BARTENDER
Fromthe gals at the end.

The bartender puts a pitcher of beer in front of him
indicates two BIG HAIRED G RLS sitting at the end of the bar
Adam | ooks. They wave and sm | e.

BARTENDER
In appreciation of your inspired
vocal perfornmance.

ALl SON DARLA
You sang? You sang?
ALl SON
You told ne you were tone deaf.
BARTENDER
Ch, he is.
ALl SON

If we |leave right now we can stil
meke our reservation--

DARLA
We can’t just walk out on a free
pi tcher of beer.

ALI SON
There’s no place to sit--

BARTENDER
There's another roomin the back.
How many are you?

DARLA
Fi ve.
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BARTENDER
(to the HOSTESS)
You got a table for five in the

back?

HOSTESS
You betcha. Foll ow ne.

She grabs their pitcher. Adam | ooks at Senna: this okay?

SENNA
Yeah, great.

As Adam falls in behind Senna and the hostess--

ALl SON
(not really a question)
You' re not staying in that outfit?

ADAM
I’ mkind of enjoying the feel of
sticky vinyl on ny anus.

AL| SON
You | ook obscene.

Adam feels his friends watching, tries not to show his

enbarrassnment.

ADAM
"Il nmeet you guys back there.

ALl SON
I"’mgoing to call the restaurant.

Alison falls in behind Adam nudges himtoward the door. W
can hear her railing on himas they disappear into the crowd.

ALl SON
| hope you never want to eat at
Nobu, they don’t appreciate | ast
m nut e cancel | ati ons.

Darl a | ooks at Senna.

SENNA
Staying out of it.
CUT TGO
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I NT. HONKY TONK BAR - LATER

ALI SON
This one’s from ne.

The table is covered with remmants of cheap bar food. Adam
has his arm around Alison as Senna opens her present: BOOKS
about Paris: a Zagats, a phrase book, an insider’s shopping
guide... Darla |ooks |like she wants to nurder her.

SENNA
Quel |l es bons cadeaux! Merci!

Steve flips through the Zagats gui de.

STEVE
I was just reading an article about
t he coupl e who started Zagats. The
very first Guide they did was for
Paris. They called it Le Guide de
Guides. It was one page |ong.

ALl SON
Adam told ne you' ve never been. |
spent nmy entire junior year in Paris!
I won’t warn you about the nen,
because |’ m sure you know they’ re al
out for one thing... but you probably
i ke that!

As Senna tries not to |l ook insulted by the comment - -

A WAI TRESS arrives with nore beer. Darla spies a book of
mat ches on her tray, plucks themoff, starts divvying them up.

STEVE
What are you doi ng?

DARLA
W' re playing a gane. |It’s really
sinple. It's called ‘I have
never.’ W go around the circle.

When it’s your turn, you have to
say sonething you ve never done,
like ‘I have never... driven a
Ferrari.’” |f anybody has done it,
they give you a matchstick. The
person holding all the matchsticks
at the end is the w nner.
Everybody got it?
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ADAM
What do we get if we w n?

DARLA
You're not going to win so don’t
worry about it. I'Il start. |
have never... been to Paris.

Adam and Alison each give Darla a match. Darla glares at Adam

DARLA
Wen were you in Paris?
ADAM
What, you think 1'’mlying?
STEVE
If you' re going to chall enge
everybody we’' Il be here all night.

(as Darla nmakes a face)
Al'i son, you go next.

ALl SON
Ch. k. | have never... |ocked ny
keys in ny car.

Adam tosses a match to Alison, then | ooks at the others:

ADAM
None of you have ever |ocked your
keys in your car?

DARLA
No. Co.

ADAM
| have never... seen ‘Gone with the
Wnd.’

No mat ches for Adam

ADAM
No one here's seen ‘Gone with the
Wnd?” What’s wong with you
peopl e?

STEVE
My turn. | have never... gone to a
nudi e beach.

Darl a and Adam each hand over a match. Alison raises an
eyebrow at Adam
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ADAM
The debate club went to St. Barts.

DARLA
Yes, he’'s seen everyone at this
tabl e naked. Senna’s turn.

SENNA
k. | have never...
(devious smle)
Had sex with a girl.

Senna gets a match from Adam Steve and Darl a.

ALl SON

Ww, Darla! Wat haven’t you done?
DARLA

Well, | have never contenpl ated

tricking ny boyfriend into getting
me pregnant.

Darl a hol ds out her hand, in anticipation of getting a match.

ADAM
What is she tal ki ng about ?

ALl SON
It was a j oke, but whatever.

She tosses a match at Darl a.

ADAM
VWhat was the joke?

ALI SON
W'll talk about it |ater.

ADAM
VWhat’s wong with now?

Alison feels everyone | ooking at her.

ALI SON
Who's turn is it?
STEVE
Yours.
ALl SON
I have never... snoked pot.

As she snmugly collects matches from everyone- -
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ADAM
" mout of matches.
DARLA
You can still take your turn. Just
make sure you get one.
SENNA
Unli ke last tine.
ADAM
I can’t think of anything.
SENNA
Scar e-dy chi cken
ADAM
Fine. | have never intentionally

humliated a friend in front of a

crowd of rowdy cowboys.

SENNA
(tossing hima match)
You | oved every minute of it.

ADAM
VWhat if | did?

He hol ds her eyes a beat. Darla watches
what’ s going on...?

STEVE
My turn. | have never been to
Vegas.

Steve gets matches from Darla and Alison.

expectantly at Adam

ADAM
What ?
SENNA
You’ ve been to Vegas.
ADAM
| didn’t go.
SENNA

You didn't go?

ADAM
| wasn’t feeling it.

themintently:

Senna | ooks
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ALl SON
What are you guys tal ki ng about?

ADAM
| had tickets-- a ticket-- to Vegas,
but I never got on the plane.

ALl SON
So you didn’t get on the plane,
what’ s the big deal? Senna, it’s
your turn.

Senna stares at Adam She’s a swirl of enotion: pissed off,
relieved, but nost of all...

SENNA
Fine. | have never... given
everything I’ve got to a
rel ati onshi p.

...Regretful. Not surprisingly, no one offers up a match

SENNA
Well, | guess I'mthe only one.

Darl a | ooks at Senna and Adam | ooking at each other...

STEVE
Who's turn is it?
DARLA
M ne. | have never..

She gl ances at Alison, with her perfect hair and perfect
posture, then at Adam__deserving of so nmuch nore...

DARLA
...wal ked out on the |ove of ny
life.

Deaf ening silence. No one noves or breathes.

DARLA
VWhat? No nmatches for me?

After a long, tense beat, Adamslides his last remaining
mat ch stick across the table, to Darla.

DARLA
Thought so.

The color drains fromAlison s face. She st ands. ..
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ALl SON
Well, thank you all for a nmenorable
eveni ng.

. Then | eaves the table.

ADAM
Shit.

As Adam gets up and hurries after her--

STEVE
Brilliant.

Senna picks up the fateful matchstick, turns it over in her
hand... then SCRAMBLES out of the booth, through the crowd
and out into--

THE PARKI NG LOIT.

Adam and Alison are nowhere in sight. She gazes out toward
t he beach, sees--

Adamis CAR, pulling out onto PCH Alison is driving it.
Adam st ands on the beach, watching her go.

Senna charges toward the street. |It’s very dark. As she
steps off the curb--

A car HONKS at her. She lets it pass, makes a run for it.
ON THE BEACH

Adam has sat down in the sand, has his head in his hands.
Senna approaches. After a nervous beat--

SENNA
Fun gane, huh?
He | ooks up. Isn’t smling.
SENNA
Sorry.
ADAM

Don’t apol ogi ze. Whuldn’t be your
birthday if I didn't walk out on a
rel ati onshi p.

SENNA
Hey! | was the one who woul dn’t
get on the pl ane.
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ADAM
So | gave you $20 bucks and | eft
you in the parking lot. d assy.

SENNA
I was a horrible, noody pain in the
ass. | would have left ne there,
t 0o.

ADAM

| just couldn’t understand why you
kept changi ng your m nd about
everyt hi ng.

SENNA
I only changed ny m nd once. Wen
| realized | did believe in
marriage, if it was with you.

ADAM
The why didn't you marry ne?

SENNA
Because | wanted you to want it as
bad as | did. To tell ne that if I
woul dn’t marry you, you would die.
That sounds so stupid now. | nean,
clearly you' re not dead.

ADAM
Nei t her are you.
SENNA
No, |’ m not dead. But |’ m not

really alive, either. Not I|ike
was when we were together. |
accept that you can live w thout
me. But | can’'t live w thout you.

She falls onto one knee, offers up the match..

SENNA
Marry me.

Adam | ooks at her. Can’'t believe his ears.

SENNA
I”mon one knee, here.

ADAM
Are you serious?
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SENNA
Yes, Adam |'mserious. |'m
asking you to marry nme.

ADAM
Say it again.

SENNA
Marry me- -

ADAM

Say it again.

SENNA
Adam Pierce, will you marry ne?

ADAM
Yes. Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes!

He pulls her to him As they nelt into a kiss...

FADE TO BLACK

FADE | N ON:
Senna. In a MED UM CLOSE- UP

SENNA
My nost nenorabl e birthday was...
Ch God, | don’t know.

DARLA (0. S.)
You said you d do this.

SENNA
You were around for nost of them
Pi ck one.

DARLA (O.S.)
The point of the research is to
hear what you renenber. Being
di sappoi nted, feeling al one and
forgotten, being surprised beyond
your wi | dest dreans...

SENNA
Yes. | renenber all those things.
DARLA (O S.)

Sennal
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SENNA
O, ok, I got it. | know what ny
nost nenor abl e birthday was.
Seven.

DARLA (O S.)

You renenber your seventh birthday?

SENNA
O course. MW nomand | had just
noved from Pasadena ‘ cause ny dad
died and she didn’t want to stay in
that big house any nore. | had
only been in school two weeks so
the only person | knew was you.

DARLA (O S.)
Say ‘Darla’.

SENNA
The only person | knew was Darl a.
She was ny nei ghbor and in ny
cl ass, though you d never know it,
she | ooked nore |ike a pre-school er
than a second grader.

DARLA (O.S.)
I did not |ook |ike a pre-schooler--

SENNA
That’ s why we became friends. The
runt and the new girl. The day
before ny birthday, | asked Darla
if she would cone over the next day
for cake. She doesn’'t even |ike
cake, but she cane. | don’t think
| even told her it was ny birthday.

DARLA (O.S.)
You didn't.

SENNA
That’s right. Because you ran hone
to get one of your Barbie’ s--

DARLA (O S.)
Actually, | think it was Skipper. |
woul dn’t have parted with a Barbie.

SENNA
VWhatever it was, it didn't matter.
You saved ny birthday.

( MORE)
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SENNA( cont ' d)

And since then, you’ ve never let ne
down. Not ever.

Senna smles. As Darla charges | NTO FRAME and crushes her in
a HUG we. ..

FADE TO BLACK

FADE I N ON:
TI TLE CARD: “37”

DI SSOLVE TGO

EXT. PARI SI AN CAFE - DAY

SENNA
How s t he book?

ADAM
I nteresting.

Adam and Senna wear shiny weddi ng bands as they sip cafe au
lait at a small table in a Parisian cafe. Adanis reading:

Darla’s BOOK: “A Little Sonething for your Birthday”

SENNA
She said it’s not really about
birthdays. |[It’s about expectations.
How t hey screw up our Iives.
ADAM
(trying to read)
Uh- huh.
SENNA

She studi ed birthdays because our
expectations about themare so

hei ght ened.
(then, peering over his
shoul der)
Aml init?
ADAM

Don’ t know yet.

SENNA
| told a really good story.
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ADAM
(still trying to read)
MM hnmm
SENNA

(not letting him
Peopl e are funny about their
bi rt hdays, huh?

ADAM
Yeah, they have to be the center of
attention the whol e day.

SENNA
Ckay, okay. Fine. 1’1l read it
when you’ re done.

ADAM
I | ove you.

SENNA
Love you too.
(t hen)
VWat page are you on?

her the book. She hesitates...

SENNA
No, it’s okay. | can wait.

ADAM
Chapter 3: Living in the nonent.

As Adam reads al oud and Senna settles back in her chair, we
PULL BACK to see:

A pint-size replica of the EIFFEL TOAER  Turns out we’'re not

in Paris,

we're in VEGAS. At the PARI S HOTEL.

As the sun dips below the glittering sunset strip, we...

FADE TO BLACK

THE END



